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This paper is about myths, epic, and the philosophy of 

beauty from a comparative point of view.  

Beginning from Plato’s myths, as they are represented, 

more precisely within the dialogues Phaedrus  and  Symposium, 

in this paper I shall analyze the concept of beauty, as it is 

configured within the vast Augustinian work, since his work De 

pulchro et apto has been lost. I shall predominantly refer to the 

works De ordine, De quantitate animae, De musica, 

Confessiones, De civitate dei. Also, I have to mention that my 

objective is not an exhaustive approach to this topic.  

Plato’s concept of beauty takes the shape of myth. Plato 

revives myth not only as an expression of a fantasy, but, rather, 

as an expression of what we could refer to as faith. Myth is seen 

as the most authentic expression of Platonic metaphysics. The 

myth seeks clarification in the logos, while the logos looks for 

completion in the myth. The Platonic myth is a probable, 
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possible narrative; it is an image-thinking (thought-provoking). 

Plato understands myth as any narrative statement of 

philosophical topics that is not made in pure dialectical form: 

“Speaking through myths means an expression through images 

that stays true as long as we are thinking not only in concepts, 

but also in images” (Reale: 62). 

In Plato’s The Symposium ,  there is the myth of the Birth 

of Eros, among other myths. It is highlighted in Socrates’ 

discourse. Socrates tells what he found out from Diotima, the 

woman of Mantinea. Eros was conceived on Aphrodite’s 

birthday. He is the son of Poros (wealth) and Penia (poverty, 

shortage). Since by his nature itself, he is in love with everything 

that is beautiful, and since Aphrodite is beautiful, he becomes her 

committed companion and attendant. Eros is a daemon, neither 

immortal nor mortal, being halfway between knowledge and 

ignorance. Since wisdom is one of the most beautiful things, and 

Eros represents the love for everything that is beautiful, he, 

therefore, aspires to wisdom. Eros is thus a philosopher, standing 

alongside those who know (we refer to absolute knowledge) and 

those who are ignorant of  everything.  

Love means procreation in the name of beauty, in body 

and spirit. There are four stages of complete initiation into 
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beauty: physical beauty, moral beauty, beauty of knowledge (and 

sciences) and beauty itself, the absolute one. As for physical 

beauty, the one who aims at beauty itself must love a single 

body, then all of them. Afterwards, one will treasure the beauty 

of the souls, then the beauty of people’s trades and of the laws 

and then of the sciences, and from the different sciences one will 

reach a single one: the science of beauty or the beauty itself.  

“[211μ] ηὰ ἐξσηηθὰ ἰέλαη ἢ ὑπ᾽ ἄιινπ ἄγεζζαη, ἀξρόκελνλ 

ἀπὸ η῵λδε η῵λ θαι῵λ ἐθείλνπ ἕλεθα ηνῦ θαινῦ ἀεὶ ἐπαληέλαη, 

ὥζπεξ ἐπαλαβαζκνῖο ρξώκελνλ, ἀπὸ ἑλὸο ἐπὶ δύν θαὶ ἀπὸ δπνῖλ 

ἐπὶ πάληα ηὰ θαιὰ ζώκαηα, θαὶ ἀπὸ η῵λ θαι῵λ ζσκάησλ ἐπὶ ηὰ 

θαιὰ ἐπηηεδεύκαηα, θαὶ ἀπὸ η῵λ ἐπηηεδεπκάησλ ἐπὶ ηὰ θαιὰ 

καζήκαηα, θαὶ ἀπὸ η῵λ καζεκάησλ ἐπ᾽ ἐθεῖλν ηὸ κάζεκα 

ηειεπηῆζαη, ὅ ἐζηηλ νὐθ ἄιινπ ἢ αὐηνῦ ἐθείλνπ ηνῦ θαινῦ 

κάζεκα, θαὶ γλῶ αὐηὸ ηειεπη῵λ ὃ ἔζηη [211δ] θαιόλ. ἐληαῦζα 

ηνῦ βίνπ, ὦ θίιε Σώθξαηεο, ἔθε ἡ Μαληηληθὴ μέλε, εἴπεξ πνπ 

ἄιινζη, βησηὸλ ἀλζξώπῳ, ζεσκέλῳ αὐηὸ ηὸ θαιόλ.” 

(Symposium, 211, c – d) 

Love is a means of knowledge and the one who reaches the 

end of love initiations will suddenly glimpse a miraculous 

beauty: a never ending beauty that has no beginning and no end; 
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that has no ups and downs. This beauty has the attributes of the 

Parmenidean being.  

“[211α] ἀεὶ ὂλ θαὶ νὔηε γηγλόκελνλ νὔηε ἀπνιιύκελνλ, 

νὔηε αὐμαλόκελνλ νὔηε θζίλνλ, ἔπεηηα νὐ ηῇ κὲλ θαιόλ, ηῇ δ᾽ 

αἰζρξόλ, νὐδὲ ηνηὲ κέλ, ηνηὲ δὲ νὔ, νὐδὲ πξὸο κὲλ ηὸ θαιόλ, 

πξὸο δὲ ηὸ αἰζρξόλ, νὐδ᾽ ἔλζα κὲλ θαιόλ, ἔλζα δὲ αἰζρξόλ, ὡο 

ηηζὶ κὲλ ὂλ θαιόλ, ηηζὶ δὲ αἰζρξόλ: νὐδ᾽ αὖ θαληαζζήζεηαη αὐηῶ 

ηὸ θαιὸλ νἷνλ πξόζσπόλ ηη νὐδὲ ρεῖξεο νὐδὲ ἄιιν νὐδὲλ ὧλ 

ζ῵κα κεηέρεη, νὐδέ ηηο ιόγνο νὐδέ ηηο ἐπηζηήκε, νὐδέ πνπ ὂλ ἐλ 

ἑηέξῳ ηηλη, νἷνλ ἐλ δῴῳ ἢ ἐλ γῇ ἢ ἐλ νὐξαλῶ [211β] ἢ ἔλ ηῳ 

ἄιιῳ, ἀιι᾽ αὐηὸ θαζ᾽ αὑηὸ κεζ᾽ αὑηνῦ κνλνεηδὲο ἀεὶ ὄλ, ηὰ δὲ 

ἄιια πάληα θαιὰ ἐθείλνπ κεηέρνληα ηξόπνλ ηηλὰ ηνηνῦηνλ, νἷνλ 

γηγλνκέλσλ ηε η῵λ ἄιισλ θαὶ ἀπνιιπκέλσλ κεδὲλ ἐθεῖλν κήηε ηη 

πιένλ κήηε ἔιαηηνλ γίγλεζζαη κεδὲ πάζρεηλ κεδέλ.” 

(Symposium, 211, a – b) 

In the dialogue Phaedrus, beauty itself is again evoked. 

Before they incarnate in the human beings, the souls have 

contemplated this beauty in itself, when it can be viewed in all its 

splendor. At that time, some engaged in a blissful choir, 

accompanying Zeus, others followed other gods and all of them 

contemplated the divine sight. They felt initiated in one of those 

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5B&la=greek&can=%5B0
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a&la=greek&can=a0&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a&la=greek&can=a0&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ei%5C&la=greek&can=a%29ei%5C0&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%5Cn&la=greek&can=o%29%5Cn0&prior=a%29ei%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C0&prior=o%29%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%2Fte&la=greek&can=ou%29%2Fte0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gigno%2Fmenon&la=greek&can=gigno%2Fmenon0&prior=ou%29/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%2Fte&la=greek&can=ou%29%2Fte1&prior=gigno/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29pollu%2Fmenon&la=greek&can=a%29pollu%2Fmenon0&prior=ou%29/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%2Fte&la=greek&can=ou%29%2Fte2&prior=a%29pollu/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29cano%2Fmenon&la=greek&can=au%29cano%2Fmenon0&prior=ou%29/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%2Fte&la=greek&can=ou%29%2Fte3&prior=au%29cano/menon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fqi%2Fnon&la=greek&can=fqi%2Fnon0&prior=ou%29/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fpeita&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fpeita0&prior=fqi/non
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29&la=greek&can=ou%290&prior=e%29/peita
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%3D%7C&la=greek&can=th%3D%7C0&prior=ou%29
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn0&prior=th=%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalo%2Fn&la=greek&can=kalo%2Fn0&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=th%3D%7C&la=greek&can=th%3D%7C1&prior=kalo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=d%27&la=greek&can=d%270&prior=th=%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29sxro%2Fn&la=greek&can=ai%29sxro%2Fn0&prior=d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5C&la=greek&can=ou%29de%5C0&prior=ai%29sxro/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tote%5C&la=greek&can=tote%5C0&prior=ou%29de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%2Fn&la=greek&can=me%2Fn0&prior=tote%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tote%5C&la=greek&can=tote%5C1&prior=me/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=tote%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29%2F&la=greek&can=ou%29%2F0&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5C&la=greek&can=ou%29de%5C1&prior=ou%29/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pro%5Cs&la=greek&can=pro%5Cs0&prior=ou%29de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn1&prior=pro%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&can=to%5C0&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalo%2Fn&la=greek&can=kalo%2Fn1&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pro%5Cs&la=greek&can=pro%5Cs1&prior=kalo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C1&prior=pro%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&can=to%5C1&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29sxro%2Fn&la=greek&can=ai%29sxro%2Fn1&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29d%27&la=greek&can=ou%29d%270&prior=ai%29sxro/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fnqa&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fnqa0&prior=ou%29d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn2&prior=e%29/nqa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalo%2Fn&la=greek&can=kalo%2Fn2&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fnqa&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fnqa1&prior=kalo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C2&prior=e%29/nqa
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29sxro%2Fn&la=greek&can=ai%29sxro%2Fn2&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28s&la=greek&can=w%28s0&prior=ai%29sxro/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tisi%5C&la=greek&can=tisi%5C0&prior=w%28s
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=me%5Cn&la=greek&can=me%5Cn3&prior=tisi%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%5Cn&la=greek&can=o%29%5Cn1&prior=me%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalo%2Fn&la=greek&can=kalo%2Fn3&prior=o%29%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tisi%5C&la=greek&can=tisi%5C1&prior=kalo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C3&prior=tisi%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ai%29sxro%2Fn&la=greek&can=ai%29sxro%2Fn3&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29d%27&la=greek&can=ou%29d%271&prior=ai%29sxro/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29%3D&la=greek&can=au%29%3D0&prior=ou%29d%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=fantasqh%2Fsetai&la=greek&can=fantasqh%2Fsetai0&prior=au%29=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29tw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=au%29tw%3D%7C0&prior=fantasqh/setai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=to%5C&la=greek&can=to%5C2&prior=au%29tw=%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kalo%5Cn&la=greek&can=kalo%5Cn0&prior=to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Don&la=greek&can=oi%28%3Don0&prior=kalo%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pro%2Fswpo%2Fn&la=greek&can=pro%2Fswpo%2Fn0&prior=oi%28=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ti&la=greek&can=ti0&prior=pro/swpo/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5C&la=greek&can=ou%29de%5C2&prior=ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=xei%3Dres&la=greek&can=xei%3Dres0&prior=ou%29de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5C&la=greek&can=ou%29de%5C3&prior=xei=res
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fllo&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fllo0&prior=ou%29de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%5Cn&la=greek&can=ou%29de%5Cn0&prior=a%29/llo
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=w%28%3Dn&la=greek&can=w%28%3Dn0&prior=ou%29de%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sw%3Dma&la=greek&can=sw%3Dma0&prior=w%28=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mete%2Fxei&la=greek&can=mete%2Fxei0&prior=sw=ma
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%2F&la=greek&can=ou%29de%2F0&prior=mete/xei
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tis&la=greek&can=tis0&prior=ou%29de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=lo%2Fgos&la=greek&can=lo%2Fgos0&prior=tis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%2F&la=greek&can=ou%29de%2F1&prior=lo/gos
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tis&la=greek&can=tis1&prior=ou%29de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29pisth%2Fmh&la=greek&can=e%29pisth%2Fmh0&prior=tis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29de%2F&la=greek&can=ou%29de%2F2&prior=e%29pisth/mh
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pou&la=greek&can=pou0&prior=ou%29de/
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%5Cn&la=greek&can=o%29%5Cn2&prior=pou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n0&prior=o%29%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%28te%2Frw%7C&la=greek&can=e%28te%2Frw%7C0&prior=e%29n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tini&la=greek&can=tini0&prior=e%28te/rw%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Don&la=greek&can=oi%28%3Don1&prior=tini
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n1&prior=oi%28=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=zw%2F%7Cw%7C&la=greek&can=zw%2F%7Cw%7C0&prior=e%29n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%5C&la=greek&can=h%29%5C0&prior=zw/%7Cw%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n2&prior=h%29%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gh%3D%7C&la=greek&can=gh%3D%7C0&prior=e%29n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%5C&la=greek&can=h%29%5C1&prior=gh=%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29n&la=greek&can=e%29n3&prior=h%29%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ou%29ranw%3D%7C&la=greek&can=ou%29ranw%3D%7C0&prior=e%29n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=%5B&la=greek&can=%5B0
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=b&la=greek&can=b0&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=b&la=greek&can=b0&prior=%5b
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=h%29%5C&la=greek&can=h%29%5C0&prior=%5d
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Fn&la=greek&can=e%29%2Fn0&prior=h%29%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%7C&la=greek&can=tw%7C0&prior=e%29/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fllw%7C&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fllw%7C0&prior=tw%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ll%27&la=greek&can=a%29ll%270&prior=a%29/llw%7C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%29to%5C&la=greek&can=au%29to%5C0&prior=a%29ll%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kaq%27&la=greek&can=kaq%270&prior=au%29to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%28to%5C&la=greek&can=au%28to%5C0&prior=kaq%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=meq%27&la=greek&can=meq%270&prior=au%28to%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=au%28tou%3D&la=greek&can=au%28tou%3D0&prior=meq%27
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=monoeide%5Cs&la=greek&can=monoeide%5Cs0&prior=au%28tou=
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29ei%5C&la=greek&can=a%29ei%5C0&prior=monoeide%5Cs
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=o%29%2Fn&la=greek&can=o%29%2Fn0&prior=a%29ei%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ta%5C&la=greek&can=ta%5C0&prior=o%29/n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=de%5C&la=greek&can=de%5C0&prior=ta%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Flla&la=greek&can=a%29%2Flla0&prior=de%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Fnta&la=greek&can=pa%2Fnta0&prior=a%29/lla
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kala%5C&la=greek&can=kala%5C0&prior=pa/nta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29kei%2Fnou&la=greek&can=e%29kei%2Fnou0&prior=kala%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mete%2Fxonta&la=greek&can=mete%2Fxonta0&prior=e%29kei/nou
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tro%2Fpon&la=greek&can=tro%2Fpon0&prior=mete/xonta
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tina%5C&la=greek&can=tina%5C0&prior=tro/pon
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=toiou%3Dton&la=greek&can=toiou%3Dton0&prior=tina%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=oi%28%3Don&la=greek&can=oi%28%3Don0&prior=toiou=ton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gignome%2Fnwn&la=greek&can=gignome%2Fnwn0&prior=oi%28=on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=te&la=greek&can=te0&prior=gignome/nwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=tw%3Dn&la=greek&can=tw%3Dn0&prior=te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29%2Fllwn&la=greek&can=a%29%2Fllwn0&prior=tw=n
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=kai%5C&la=greek&can=kai%5C0&prior=a%29/llwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=a%29pollume%2Fnwn&la=greek&can=a%29pollume%2Fnwn0&prior=kai%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mhde%5Cn&la=greek&can=mhde%5Cn0&prior=a%29pollume/nwn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29kei%3Dno&la=greek&can=e%29kei%3Dno0&prior=mhde%5Cn
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mh%2Fte&la=greek&can=mh%2Fte0&prior=e%29kei=no
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ti&la=greek&can=ti0&prior=mh/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ple%2Fon&la=greek&can=ple%2Fon0&prior=ti
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mh%2Fte&la=greek&can=mh%2Fte1&prior=ple/on
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=e%29%2Flatton&la=greek&can=e%29%2Flatton0&prior=mh/te
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gi%2Fgnesqai&la=greek&can=gi%2Fgnesqai0&prior=e%29/latton
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mhde%5C&la=greek&can=mhde%5C0&prior=gi/gnesqai
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=pa%2Fsxein&la=greek&can=pa%2Fsxein0&prior=mhde%5C
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=mhde%2Fn&la=greek&can=mhde%2Fn0&prior=pa/sxein


 

 

 Monica  Adriana  Ionescu   

5 

 

mysteries that, one can say with good reason, delivers the purest 

of joys.  

“[250β] θάιινο δὲ ηόη᾽ ἦλ ἰδεῖλ ιακπξόλ, ὅηε ζὺλ 

εὐδαίκνλη ρνξῶ καθαξίαλ ὄςηλ ηε θαὶ ζέαλ, ἑπόκελνη κεηὰ κὲλ 

Δηὸο ἡκεῖο, ἄιινη δὲ κεη᾽ ἄιινπ ζε῵λ, εἶδόλ ηε θαὶ ἐηεινῦλην 

η῵λ ηειεη῵λ ἣλ ζέκηο ιέγεηλ [250μ] καθαξησηάηελ, ἣλ 

ὠξγηάδνκελ ὁιόθιεξνη κὲλ αὐηνὶ ὄληεο θαὶ ἀπαζεῖο θαθ῵λ ὅζα 

ἡκᾶο ἐλ ὑζηέξῳ ρξόλῳ ὑπέκελελ, ὁιόθιεξα δὲ θαὶ ἁπιᾶ θαὶ 

ἀηξεκῆ θαὶ εὐδαίκνλα θάζκαηα κπνύκελνί ηε θαὶ ἐπνπηεύνληεο 

ἐλ αὐγῇ θαζαξᾷ, θαζαξνὶ ὄληεο θαὶ ἀζήκαληνη ηνύηνπ ὃ λῦλ δὴ 

ζ῵κα πεξηθέξνληεο ὀλνκάδνκελ, ὀζηξένπ ηξόπνλ 

δεδεζκεπκέλνη.” (Phaedrus, 250, b – c) 

The soul that missed the truth will never be able to enjoy 

human embodiment. Everything that is spiritual is immortal. The 

souls that call themselves immortal, when reaching the top, cut 

through the canopy, seat on their backs and unmoved, let 

themselves carried away by the wheel of the sky, watching 

everything that lies beyond it. This place is over the skies and it 

is intended for the Being itself. The beauty lights up the Being, 

and the beauty itself is that who attracts the most and who pushes 
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the man at the same time, making him cross over Beauty beyond 

itself, towards the Being itself.  

In Augustine’s perception of sensitive beauty (that can be 

perceived through the senses) its ultimate feature is unity. “Cui 

superfunditur aquarum natura, nitens et ipsa ad unitatem, 

speciosior et perlucidior propter maiorem similitudinem partium, 

et custodiens locum ordinis et salutis suae.” (De musica, VI, 17) 

 There are a number of basic aesthetical qualities by means 

of which Augustine explains sensitive beauty, but the aesthetical 

value conferred by each of them is reducible to a sole quality. In 

other words, unity is a basic aesthetical quality.  

“hoc dicunt etiam quaeque pulchra corpora, quia longe 

multo pulchrius est corpus quod ex membris pulchris omnibus 

constat quam ipsa membra singula quorum ordinatissimo 

conventu completur universum, quamvis et illa etiam singillatim 

pulchra sunt.” (Confessiones, XIII, 28, 43) 

There may also be others, such as number, form, 

similarity, diversity, equality, rhythm or measure, proportion or 

harmony or symmetry, order, totality, antithesis or contrast. 

Above them all, there stands unity as a basic aesthetical quality 

in Augustine’s system.  
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Unity is the cause of beauty. “Deus enim creator est 

omnium, qui ubi et quando creari quid oporteat uel oportuerit, 

ipse nouit, sciens uniuersitatis pulchritudinem quarum partium 

uel similitudine uel diuersitate contexat.” ( De civitate dei, XVI, 

8) 

Augustine is the one who gives the canonical formulation 

of the old noble Pythagorean notion of beauty for the Middle 

Ages: "Only the beautiful is liked; in beautiful - forms; in forms - 

proportions; in proportions - the numbers." 

“Hinc est profecta in oculorum opes et terram coelumque 

collustrans, sensit nihil aliud quam pulchritudinem sibi placere, 

et in pulchritudine figuras, in figuris dimensiones, in 

dimensionibus numeros; quaesivitque ipsa secum utrum ibi talis 

linea talisque rotunditas vel quaelibet alia forma et figura esset, 

qualem intellegentia contineret.” (De ordine, liber II, 15, 42) 

Bunum pulchritudinis is part of the category of the relative 

good that comes from God, but without being the same as the 

supreme good. The explanation is that the human being is 

ontologically superior to the animal world and, therefore, his/her  

beauty is superior to that of the animal, whose beauty will be 

called by opposition ugliness, deformitas, etymologically from 

deviation. Augustine is the inheritor of an ancient concept 
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according to which the more the being is caught in the whirl of 

matter, the more it lacks beauty, and true beauty reveals itself 

brighter and brighter as we climb the stairs of the being. Thus, 

when compared to the superior beauty of man’s  form, the beauty 

of the monkey is called ugliness.  

 Augustine also recognizes intelligible beauty or the beauty 

that is accessible only to the mind. Intelligible beauty is non-

physical. The examples belonging to this category are the 

following: philosophy, wisdom, virtue and God. 

 In Confesions, God’s beauty is glorified in terms of 

ambivalence, oxymoronically. The oxymoronic expression 

insatiabilis satietas reminds of the endless love for God’s beauty. 

But the purpose of love is never ascension to God through the 

negation of this world. God or true beauty is worshiped through 

vertical love. “sero te amavi, pulchritudo tam antiqua et tam 

nova, sero te amavi!” (Confessiones, liber X, 27, 38) 

In conclusion, I will evoke Augustine with the actions of 

the soul, related to his seven steps (of the soul), as appearing in 

the work De quantitate animae. 

“Agit enim hoc multo quam caetera attentior. 

Ascendentibus igitur sursum versus, primus actus, docendi causa, 

dicatur animatio; secundus, sensus; tertius, ars; quartus, virtus; 
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quintus, tranquillitas; sextus, ingressio; septimus, contemplatio. 

Possunt et hoc modo appellari: de corpore; per corpus; circa 

corpus; ad seipsam; in seipsa; ad Deum; apud Deum. Possunt et 

sic: pulchre de alio; pulchre per aliud; pulchre circa aliud; 

pulchre ad pulchrum; pulchre in pulchro; pulchre ad 

pulchritudinem; pulchre apud pulchritudinem.” (De quantitate 

animae, 35) 
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