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Abstract:

It is an in-depth analysis of the concept of “hell” as it has been illustrated
by Dante's Devine Comedy and Ma‘arri's Risalat al-Ghufran. The main
focus of this study is the similarities of the two works in regard to the
concept of the hellfire. Each author has a guide who takes him in a tour in
'hell . Each guide gained some sort of admiration of both Dante and
Ma‘arri. It is worthwhile to study the characteristic nature of each mentor
and see if there are things in common between the two of them.

Hell in both works consists of layers. In each layer there is a number of
chambers, in which there is a number of people who are receiving their
punishment for what they have done in their first life. It is interesting to
know who are these people? and what did they do in their first life to
deserve such a punishment? Dante and Ma‘arri’s illustrations of “hell” are
so graphic and vivid. It would be of great significance to see whether their
illustrations are from their own intellectual contributions or they are
influenced with some external philosophy.

Finally, this study examines the purpose behind the two works, if there are
any. Would it be a didactic lesson both of Dante and Ma‘arri trying to
deliver? Or it is merely for the sake of creativity which dictated on the two
authors to put in a philosophic yet literal form of works.

This study is of great significance in the field of study of epics, philosophy
comparative literature and, to a certain degree, in the field of comparative
religions as well. The experience of human kinds in both works is similar;
despite the difference between the two authors' places and the periods each
of them lived in. There are several important lessons from these experiences

) oland Loy Cand) 138 5018 clic Logadiadl Hlal) ae dgame . 5 il ae o Lo ST of ol
el e (e 3V ) Uyl Jgage Sally ehiall ji e bl Laaliad ded cllaade (ge
gl miliai (e Gl oland Lag (sl Baguse sage 8 say Canall 13 5o )l 50l el Aall) penay

Yord e Cealed) amd) ¢ ALSudS §)



e AA:)LEA 3\“54 ‘_ﬁj.i.ﬂb Q,:ﬁ\d Ot "ﬁa.d‘" 3‘9@.&6 —

definitely can be drawn. More interesting, however is the attempt to answer
the question of how these similarities came into existence in the Divine
Comedy and Risalat al-Ghufran?

Key words: Dante and Ma‘arri, the letter of pardon and the comedy,
concept of “hell”, History of Comparative literature.
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Bilquees Dar, “Influence of Islam on Datne’s Divine Comedy”, International
Journal of English and Literature, v. 3, no. 2 (June 2013), p. 165.
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® There is no concept in the three monotheistic religions more grim or terror-
invoking than the idea of hell. The main purpose of hell is punishment after life.
% a place filled with blazing fire or a place of suffering: physically and spiritually."
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! See: Reynold Nicholson, “Persian Manuscript Attributed to Fakhru’ddin Razi,
with a Note on Risélatu ‘L Ghufran by Abd ‘L “Ala al-Ma‘arri and other
MSS in the Same Collection”, The Royah Asiatic Society, v. 31, no. 1, (July,
1899), pp. 669-674.

> Abi al-cAla al-Macarrd, “The Risalatu 'I-Ghufran”, The Royah Asiatic Soctety, v. 32,
no. 4, (Oct. 1900), pp. 637-720.

Obsall Al gaian 8 ¢ bl sy 5y gSall e adde) le g (e CulS
®Reynold Nicholson, “The Risalatu'l-Ghufran: by Abu'l-‘Ala al-Ma'arri. Part II,
including Table of Contents with Text and Translation of the Section on

Zandaka and of other passages”, The Royah Asiatic Society, v. 34, no. 4,
(Oct. 1902), pp. 813-847.
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Miguel Asin Palacios, La Escatologia musulmana en la Divina Comedia, Madrid:
Imprenta de Estanisslao Maestre, 1919.

Miguel Palacios, Islam and the Divine Comedy, translated by Harold Sunderland,
London: John Murray, 1926, pf. 54.

Miguel Asin Palacios (d. 1944) was a Spanish scholar of Islamic studies and the
Arabic language, and a Roman Catholic priest. He is primarily known for
suggesting Muslim sources for ideas and motifs present in Dante's Divine
Comedy, which he discusses in his book La Escatologia musulmana en la
Divina Comedia.

%% palacios, Islam and the Divine, pp. 40- 42. The resemblance between the two
can hardly to be said ether remote or accidental.
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“... there is no indication that the poet was aware of either text”. See: Jeffery
MacCambridge, Dante and Islam: A Study of the Eastern Influences in the

Divine Comedy, Bloomington: University of Indiana, Unpublished Master
theses, 2016, pp. 24-25.
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ZRobert of Ketton, or Robert of Chester, or Robertus Ketensis, See Christian-
Muslim  Relations, BrillOnline  Bibliographical Reference. Also,
Steinschneider, p. 33.

2 Marie d’Alverny, 430.
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2], M. Lenhart, "The first book printed in Arabic Characters", American Catholic
Quarterly Review, v. 42 (Jan-Oct 1971), p. 52. See also, Moritz
Steinschneider, Die Europaischen Ubersetzungen aus dem Arabischen bis
Mitte des 17. Jahrhunderts, Wien: In Commission bei Carl Gerold’s Sohn,
1904.
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