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Abstract

This paper tackles the character of the Senex amator that appears in
the theatre of Plautus and of Carlo Goldoni in the character of “Pantalone”,
for example in the comedies of “ Asinaria “, “Casina”, “ Bacchides”,
“Mercator”, “Cistellaria”, and others by Plautus , and “ La Vedova Scaltra” ,
“ La Cameriera brillante” , “ La Castalda” and “ Villeggiatura Trilogy” by
Goldoni.

This paper sheds light on the features of this character in Greek
literature, as appeared in the comedies: “The Knights”, “Wasps”, “Birds”,
and “Plutus” by Aristophanes, and the comedies: “The farmer” and “Girl
from Samos” by Menander. And as a result of the several hints that indicate
Plautus’ affect by the Italian popular elements like the Atellan farce, so this
paper tackles some examples of the character of “Pappus” which represents
the mask of the character of the old man in some fragments of the Atellan
farce, and also the characterization of “Pantalone” in Comedia dell’ arte.
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1- Aristophanes: L.C.L, in three volumes With an English Translation of
Rogers B.B, vol.lll, London, 1946.
2- Aristophanes, Birds, edited with introduction and commentary by
Nan Dunbar, Oxford, 1998.
3- Four Plays of Menander: The Hero, Epitrepontes, Periceromene and
Samia, Edited with introduction and Bibliography by Edward Capps,
Princeton 1981.
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1- http://data.perseus.org/citations/urn:cts:greekL.it:tlg0008.tIg001.perseu
s-grc2:14.15

2- http://data.perseus.org/citations/urn:cts:greekLit:tlg0019.tIg004.pers
eus-grc1:1351-137A

3- http://data.perseus.org/citations/urn:cts:greekLit:tlg0019.tlg002.perseu
s-grc1:40-43
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