"ougatd Y Gugytlal dad A ual)

£

Oy s fai))

4 sy daala — lay) 48

Abstract
The Role of Envy in Ovid's Aglaurus

This paper is aiming to analyze the role of envy "Invidia", which
cited in the second book of Ovid's Metamorphoses (Ov. Met. 2. 708-832).
Where he narrates about how the gods' messenger Mercurius admired a girl
called Herse, and when he reached her house to see her, she was her sister
Aglaurus the first one he met. So he asked her help to reach her sister's
heart, and she accepted but on a one condition, which was to give her a
weight of gold. He accepted and went to bring it up. In meanwhile the
goddess Minerva became angry with Aglaurus for two reasons; the first
linked to a mistake the girl did to Minerva, the second linked to her attitude
with Mercurius. Minerva decided to punish Aglaurus, so she went to
Invidia's house asking her to infect Aglaurus with envy. Here Ovid expatiate
in his descriptions of Invidia and her house. Then events continue till
Aglaurus get transformed to a dark statue.

There are two questions to be answered through this paper, which
are: Why did Minerva chose Invidia specifically to punish Aglaurus? How
the symbolic descriptions, Ovid used in his representation of Invidia and her
affections, are contributing in knowing a lot of information about envy in
Roman thought?

In light of the above this paper is divided into three sections: The
first displays the reasons of Invidia's manifestation in the story, through
analyzing the nature of Aglaurus character, and the Minerva's reaction
towards it, as Ovid represented it by employing the sights, the gestures, and
the general atmosphere of the story, instead of declaring the thoughts and
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the feelings of Aglaurus and Minerva. The second section analyze the role
of envy in the story, through analyzing the actions and the descriptions Ovid
mentioned during his personification of Invidia, which could be divided to
the following:

a- The description of Invidia's home.

b- The description of Minerva's visit to Invidia.

c- Invidia's physical and psychological qualities.

The third section sheds light on Invidia's affection on Aglaurus and its
consequences. Then the paper reach to the conclusion which explains the

most important results of it.
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- Hornblower and Spawforth 2012, s.v. Aglaurus; Bell 1993, s.v. Agraulos(1),

Agraulos(2); Kennedy 1998, s.v. Cecrops; Grant and Hazel 2002, s.v. Aglaurus,

Cecrops; Graves 2003, 98-99; Roman and Roman 2010, s.v. Aglaurus and
Herse.
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"adspicit hunc oculis isdem, quibus abdita nuper
viderat Aglauros flavae secreta Minervae,
progue ministerio magni sibi ponderis aurum
postulat: ............. oo "

(Ov. Met. 2. 748-751)
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- Barton 1992, 89; Grimal 1996, s.v. Pandora; Grant and Hazel 2002, s.v.
Pandora; Hornblower and Spawforth 2012, s.v. Prometheus.
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- Cowell 1980, 26, 64-65; Anderson 1997, 321; McLaughlin 2010, 153; idem
2014, 116-118; Nash 2016, 59.
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(Ov. Met. 2. 760-764)
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Invidiam visaque oculos avertit; .. .... "
(Ov. Met. 2. 766-770)
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labitur, et pallent amisso sanguine venae;"
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vitalesque vias et respiramina clausit,”
(Ov. Met. 2. 825-828)
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