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Abstract
Medea Author of her Story in Ovid’s Heroides 12

In Ovid’s Heroides, Medea plays the role of author through
writing letter to her unfaithful and disloyal husband. So, this paper
aims to study Media's standpoint and her way of dealing with some
of her story events, through which she attempts to remind
her husband Jason the help that offered him, to acquire the golden
fleece, and after that take revenge against Pelias who usurped the
throne of lolcos, homeland of Jason. Medea sent this letter to Jason,
after his marriage with the Corinthian King's daughter, Creusa. This
letter provides the reader the opportunity to follow the mental
and ethical aspects of the heroine, especially she herself plays the
role of the letter writer, and gives an impression total absence of Ovid
from writing it. This impression offers the heroine the possibility of
creating a unique image served her point of view against the hero.
She succeeded in that by making use of two famous sources of
literary tradition, the Medea of Euripides, and the Argonautica of
Apollonius Rhodius. This paper attempts also to explain how the
heroine utilizes the myth in her letter through the scope of mature
woman who lived the past experience as a young girl in the
Aronautica and the past of mature woman and deceived wife in the
play of Euripides. In Ovid, Medea represents a character who tries to
defend herself through the literary tradition to justify any deed that
would lead to defending the dignity of deceived women, such as the
murder of the two children, the most brutal act of the heroine that
made Medea one of the most tragic as well as impressive figures in
the Greek Tragedy. The heroine of Ovid does not give the
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impression that she bears in mind the revenge, rather presenting
herself as a loving mother, far rom from the character of the woman
who killed her two children to avenge and defend her dignity. Only in
the end of her letter, there is an allusion to potential punishment and
revenge from her enemies.

Furthermore, this paper attempts to shed light on the character
of Medea, as a deceived woman who could do anything for sake of
love; on the other side, portrayed Jason as destitute of morals, as well
as heroic aspects of Hellenistic epic and thus creating a favorable
figure of Colchian woman.
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Greek Translation of Planudes (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1898) 387, Knox,
“Ovid's Medea and the Authenticity of Heroides 12,” 209-10.
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John F. Miller, “Ovidian Allusion and the Vocabulary of Memory,” in Oxford
Readings in Ovid, ed. Peter Knox, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006), 86.
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(®) Efrossini Spentzou, Readers and Writers in Ovid's Heroides: Transgressions

of Genre and Gender, (Oxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2003), 171.
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Ann Haigler Rittenbaum,"The Process of Grieving in Ovid’s Heroides" (PhD

diss., St. Louis, Missouri: Washington University, 1997), 187.
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Hoc illic Medea fui, nova nupta quod hic est;
quam pater est illi, tam mihi dives erat.
Hic Ephyren bimarem, Scythia tenus ille nivosa
omne tenet, Ponti qua plaga laeva iacet. 12.23-28
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(¥") Spentzou, Readers and Writers in Ovid's Heroides, 47-48.
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. Heinze, Der XII. Heroidenbrief, 114
(*) David J. Bloch, “Ovid's Heroides 6: Preliminary Scenes from the Life of an.
Intertextual Heroine,” Classical Quarterly 50.1 (2000): 206.
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Accipit hospitio iuvenes, Aeeta Pelasgos,
et premitis pictos, corpora Graia, toros. 30
Tunc ego te vidi, tunc coepi scire, quid esses;
illa fuit mentis prima ruina meae.
Et vidi et perii! Nec notis ignibus arsi,
ardet ut ad magnos pinea taeda deos.
Et formosus eras et me mea fata trahebant; 35
abstulerant oculi lumina nostra tui.

Perfide, sensisti! Quis enim bene celat amorem?
Eminet indicio prodita flamma suo. 12.29-38
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Janet Gurkin Altman, Epistolarity: Approaches to a Form (Columbus: Ohio State
University Press, 1982), 123.

(Ecl. 8.41) Guse )Vl & . Cusbimydl A0l duse )l @) o3a Lals)) Y Hinds Sauls s (7)
138 Lale @l o amy 85806 ey 43S (ut vidi, et perii) wall degl (i L Gsals (5
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okl (8.43) wlise )
Stephen Hinds, “Medea n Ovid: Scenes from the Life fan Intertextual Heroine,”
Materiali e Discussioni 30 (1993): 23-24.

(*») Virg. Ecl. 8.43: nunc scio quid sit Amor
(**) Rittenbaum, "The Process of Grieving in Ovid’s Heroides," 189.
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Dicitur interea tibi lex ut dura ferorum
insolito premeres vomere colla boum. 40
Martis erant tauri plus quam per cornua saevi,
quorum terribilis spiritus ignis erat,
aere pedes solidi praetentaque naribus aera,
nigra per adflatus haec quoque facta suos.
Semina praeterea populos genitura iuberis 45
spargere devota lata per arva manu,
qui peterent natis secum tua corpora telis:
illa est agricolae messis iniqua suo.

Lumina custodis succumbere nescia somno,
ultimus est aliqua decipere arte labor.  12.39-50

S mas ol gy chle Eulal 3 pun 5
£ Guaall Ehaall (8 sl G all dplal)

Yo




Laaae aall v Gua o

e B s b Gl A8l A3l a5 cple O el

Ay o oy OY ()

Lo A il Hlas cabiall il (e Ll

) Cuel (e 130l Ledgid

¢o chaal dlay 3 o Gyl 38 Gl Cila )

Vo i 1 Lpandl 5l Al Jgall e

e 3slsal agialuls o Gsaalen

e ) galaall Jpanall agil

ov sl g o Gl G Jliad o) 8,89 dligas

Sasll LAy Gy Y
calalas a0 .g.ul.d\ D) B 5508 5388 Hhaa ¢ enlall palall eledind Lo Jual 9
hdll g Sl (Pl JF sV Bla ge oull Guas LalY) ALl B
aila e Jladl bash e seluy 531 ((12.29-38) sl de gl Chagy \gilaiind
(dicitur, 39) Jal jaiy ("Lag 80 (Dle) i Y sl 4 LS clgie cule )
Gyl alal) Jubial) G Guid LIS Hlag) ) aleall uaiill ayud) 4 fas g3
Slas s Blan ) ally Leasd g 80 lie 30 LA chna mpas (™) L
Oe s s gl spdaddl 50l ae dualsis ¢(39-44) oball ol Galll oyl
.(49-50) dua 3 3all uylal) cpiil) ik 355 (45-48) Y]

Oosisllgl amy Cun Adivilliell dealdll at ) ()l Allad) Bl ) 4as

s dlie U8 sa)l Auidl Blan ) s ans 63 sk G ) Aage
Al Leadbasiy 4 dl) B3all o Joeanll R4S 48lay5 Ol Anealall Bl 038 & Guiid
Uppns and AL el Ally o) LS A pledl Slad] b dalas s

(%) Jacobson, Ovid’s Heroides, 115.
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Dixerat Aeetes: Maesti consurgitis omnes
mensaque purpureos deserit alta toros.

Quam tibi tunc longe regnum dotale Creusae
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Ut positum tetigi thalamo male saucia lectum,
acta est per lacrimas nox mihi, quanta fuit.
Ante oculos taurique meos segetesque nefandae,
ante meos oculos pervigil anguis erat. 60
Hinc amor, hinc timor est- ipsum timor auget amorem.
Mane erat, et thalamo cara recepta soror
disiectamque comas adversaque in ora iacentem
invenit, et lacrimis omnia plena meis.
Orat opem Minyis, petit altera et altera habebit, 65
Aesonio iuveni, quod rogat illa, damus. 12.57-66
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Est nemus et piceis et frondibus ilicis atrum,
vix illuc radiis solis adire licet;
sunt in eo - fuerant certe - delubra Dianae:
Aurea barbarica stat dea facta manu. 70
Noscis? an exciderunt mecum loca? Venimus illuc;
orsus es infido sic prior ore loqui:
“Tus tibi et arbitrium nostrae fortuna salutis
tradidit, inquetua est vitague morsque manu.
Perdere posse sat est, siquem iuvet ipsa potestas; 75
sedtibi servatus gloria maior ero.
Per mala nostra precor, quorum potes esse levamen,

per genus et numen cuncta videntis avi,
per triplices vultus arcanaque sacra Dianae,
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(*") Jacobson, Ovid’s Heroides, 116-117.
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et si forte aliquos gens habet ista deos: 80
O virgo, miserere mei, miserere meorum,
effice me meritis tempus in omne tuum!
Quodsi forte virum non dedignare Pelasgum,-
sed mihi tam faciles unde meosque deos?-
spiritus ante meus tenues vanescet in auras, 85
quam thalamo nisi tu nupta sit ulla meo.
Conscia sit luno sacris praefecta maritis
et dea, marmorea cuius in aede sumus!”
Haec animum-et quota pars haec sunt! - movere puellae
simplicis et dextrae dextera iuncta meae. 90
Vidi etiam lacrimas, -an pars estfraudis in illis?
Sic cito sum verbis capta puella tuis.
12.67-92
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B glaal (e leae aadiing Gl A 058 L Bley <)
Stephen Hinds, “Landscape with Figures: Aesthetics of Place in the “Metamorphoses”
and its Tradition” in The Cambridge Companion to Ovid, ed. Philip Hardie
(Cambridge, New York: Cambridge University Press), 126-127.
(*») Hunter, Apollonius of Rhodes, 205.
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(**) Hunter, Apollonius of Rhodes, 206.
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Richard Hunter, The Argonautica of Apollonius: Literary Studies (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2005), 14-15.
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Hunter, Apollonius of Rhodes, 207-208, Peter Green, The Argonautika by
Apollonios Rhodios (Berkeley, Los Angeles and London: University of California
Press, 2007) 279-280.
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Arva venenatis pro semine dentibus inples, 95
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cum vidi subitos arma tenere Vviros,
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(*’) Sara H. Lindheim, Male and Female: Epistolary Narrative and Desire in
Ovid's Heroides (Madison, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 2003), 132
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(**) Donald J. Mastronarde, Evpiridov Mijdeia, Mtg. Twtonoviov, A., emy.
Xpiotomovrog, M. (ABiva: Tlotdkng, 2006) 340-341.
(*°) Jeannet L. Sargent, "The Novelty of Ovid’s “Heroides™: Libretti for
Pantomime." (PhD diss., School of Bryn Mawr College, 1996) 181-182
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Proditus est genitor, regnum patriamque reliqui,
munus in exilio quod licet esse tuli, 110
virginitas facta est peregrini praeda latronis,
optima cum cara matre relicta soror.
At non te fugiens sine me, germane, reliqui.
Deficit hoc uno littera nostra loco:
Quod facere ausa mea est, non audet scribere dextra. 115
Sic ego, sed tecum, dilaceranda fui!
Nec tamen extimui-quid enim post illa timerem?-
credere me pelago femina iamque nocens.
Numen ubi est? Ubi di? Meritas subeamus in alto,
tu fraudis poenas, credulitatis ego. 120
Compressos utinam Symplegadas elisissent
nostraque adhaererent ossibus ossa tuis!
Aut nos Scylla rapax canibus mersisset edendos!
Debuit ingratis Scylla nocere viris.
Quaeque vomit totidem fluctus totidemque resorbet, 125
nos quoque Trinacriae subposuisset aquae!
Sospes ad Haemonias victorque reverteris urbes;
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(®») Mastronarde, Evpiridov Midera, 330.
(®*) Spentzou, Readers and Writers in Ovid's Heroides, 96.
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(%) Spentzou, Readers and Writers in Ovid's Heroides, 96-97.
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(®) Julie Nishimura-Jensen, “Unstable Geographies: The Moving Landscape in
Apollonius' “Argonautica” and Callimachus' “Hymn to Delos,” Transactions of the
American Philological Association 130 (2000): 299, 302.
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Quid referam Peliae natas pietate nocentes
caesaque virginea membra paterna manu?
Ut culpent alii, tibi me laudare necesse est,
pro quo sum totiens esse coacta nocens. 12.129-132
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lussa domo cessi natis comitata duobus
et, qui me sequitur semper, amore tui.
12.133-136
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Ut subito nostras Hymen cantatus ad aures
venit, et accenso lampades igne micant
tibiaque effundit socialia carmina vobis,
at mihi funerea flebiliora tuba,
pertimui, nec adhuc tantum scelus esse putabam,
sed tamen in toto pectore frigus erat.
Turba ruunt et 'Hymen,' clamant, 'Hymenaee' frequenter;
quo propior vox haec, hoc mihi peius erat.
Diversi flebant servi lacrimasque tegebant 145
quis vellet tanti nuntius esse mali?
Me quoque quidquid erat potius nescire iuvabat,
sed tamquam scirem, mens mea tristis erat,
cum minor e pueris (casu studione videndi
constitit ad geminae limina prima foris) 150
Hinc” modo, mater, abi! pompam pater, “inquit” lason
ducit et adiunctos aureus urget equos!”
Protinus abscissa planxi mea pectora veste
tuta nec a digitis ora fuere meis.
Ire animus mediae suadebat in agmina turbae
sertaque compositis demere rapta comis.
Vix me continui, quin sic laniata capillos
clamarem 'meus est!" iniceremque manus. 12.137-158
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Florence Verducci, Ovid's Toyshop of the Heart: Epistulae Heroidum (Princeton,
N.J: Princeton University Press, 1985), 78.
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i Gugadgl sy A Al Jea¥ ansi plall o3 of I WIillS Sl sy . usllsldd

: kil «(Hymen,' clamant, 'Hymenaee) 12.143 cudl 3 S dilia) 4alS Jlasl leaniss
Jeffrey Wills, Repetition in Latin Poetry: Figures of Allusion (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1996), 60.

() Heinze, Der XII. Heroidenbrief , 189.
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Laese pater, gaude! Colchi gaudete relicti!

Inferias umbrae fratris habete mei! 160
Deseror amissis regno patriaque domoque

coniuge, qui nobis omnia solus erat!
Serpentes igitur potui taurosque furentes,

unum non potui perdomuisse virum,
quaeque feros pepuli doctis medicatibus ignes, 165

non valeo flammas effugere ipsa meas.
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Ipsi me cantus herbaeque artesque relinquunt.
Nil dea, nil Hecates sacra potentis agunt.
Non mihi grata dies, noctes vigilantur amarae
nec tener ah! miserae pectora somnus habet. 170
Quae me non possum, potui sopire draconem.
Utilior cuivis quam mihi cura mea est.
Quos ego servavi, paelex amplectitur artus
et nostri fructus illa laboris habet.
Forsitan et, stultae dum te iactare maritae 175
quaeris et iniustis auribus apta loqui,
in faciem moresque meos nova crimina fingas.
Rideat et vitiis laeta sit illa meis.
Rideat et Tyrio iaceat sublimis in ostro-
flebit et ardores vincet adusta meos. 180
Dum ferrum flammaeque aderunt sucusque veneni,
hostis Medeae nullus inultus erit! 12.159-182
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(") Dan Curley, Tragedy in Ovid: Theater, Metatheater, and the Transformation
of a Genre (Cam bridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013), 79-84.
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Quodsi forte preces praecordia ferrea tangunt,
nunc animis audi verba minora meis!

Tam tibi sum supplex, quam tu mihi saepe fuisti,
nec moror ante tuos procubuisse pedes.

Si tibi sum vilis, communis respice natos;
saeviet in partus dira noverca meos.

Et nimium similes tibi sunt, et imagine tangor,
et quotiens video, lumina nostra madent.

Per superos oro, per avitae lumina flammae,
per meritum et natos, pignora nostra, duos —

Redde torum, pro quo tot res insana reliqui;
adde fidem dictis auxiliumque refer!

Non ego te inploro contra taurosque virosque,
utque tua serpens victa quiescat ope;

Te peto, quem merui, quem nobis ipse dedisti,
cum quo sum pariter facta parente parens.
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Dos ubi sit, quaeris? Campo numeravimus illo,
qui tibi laturo vellus arandus erat. 200
Aureus ille aries villo spectabilis alto,
dos mea, Quam, dicam si tibi 'redde,' neges.
Dos mea tu sospes, dos est mea Graia iuventus.
I nunc, Sisyphias, inprobe, confer opes.
Quod vivis, quod habes nuptam socerumque potentes, 205
hoc ipsum, ingratus quod potes esse, meum est.
Quos equidem actutum-sed quid praedicere poenam
attinet? Ingentes parturit ira minas.
Quo feret ira sequar. Facti fortasse pigebit;

et piget infido consuluisse viro. 210
Viderit ista deus, qui nunc mea pectora versat.
nescio quid certe mens mea maius agit. 12.199-212
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