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Abstract
The Model of ""Dux Femina' in Tacitus and Vergil
Through Gender Theory

Gender is defined as a set of characteristics and behaviors that are culturally
formed and are applied to females and males.

The concept of gender appears in the social roles that are culturally formed
within a society and imposed automatically on each particular gender.

The society expects each individual's commitment to his or her gender in
those roles and the feelings and values that they carry with their expressions
in daily behaviors.

Francisca Santoro appointed "Dux Femina" as femina who acts as dux or
who attempts to exercise imperium. Highlights Tacitus' depiction of the
Julio — Claudian women as usurpers of masculine power . By combining
femina and dux, has compounded an ambiguous , pejorative image for
femina attributes feminine characteristics to dux just as dux ascribes
masculine ones to femina.

This term is mentioned at Tacitus' work " Annals " and” De Vita Julii
Agricolae™ and at Vergil' " Aeneid " and means two types of women , first :
women that describe literally by this term as Boudicca and Agrippina
Major in Tacitus' works and Dido and Camilla at Vergil' " Aeneid " The
second are the women that refer to " dux femina " through their act , clothes
and masculine behaviors as Plancia and Cornelia at Tacitus and
Andromache , Creusa and Lavinia at Vergil , Or those- who ruled the
empire through their husbands and sons as Livia and Agrippina Minor at
Tacitus's works.
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"Boudicca curru filias prae se vehens, ut quamque nationem accesserat,
solitum quidem Britannis feminarum ductu bellare testabatur, sed tunc non
ut tantis maioribus ortam regnum et opes, verum ut unam e vulgo libertatem
amissam, confectum verberibus corpus, contrectatam filiarum pudicitiam
ulcisci. eo provectas Romanorum cupidines ut non corpora, ne senectam
quidem aut virginitatem impollutam relinquant. adesse tamen deos iustae
vindictae: cecidisse legionem quae proelium ausa sit; ceteros castris
occultari aut fugam circumspicere. ne strepitum quidem et clamorem tot
milium, nedum impetus et manus perlaturos: si copias armatorum, si causas
belli secum expenderent, vincendum illa acie vel cadendum esse. id mulieri
destinatum: viverent viri et servirent ."
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"Stabat pro litore diversa acies, densa armis virisque, intercursantibus
feminis; in modum Furiarum veste ferali, crinibus deiectis faces
praeferebant; Druidaeque circum, preces diras sublatis ad caelum manibus
fundentes, novitate aspectus perculere militem ut quasi haerentibus membris
immobile corpus vulneribus praeberent. dein cohortationibus ducis et se ipsi
stimulantes ne muliebre et fanaticum agmen pavescerent,”
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"Diu cunctatus aspernantem uxorem, cum se divo Augusto ortam neque
degenerem ad pericula testaretur, postremo uterum eius et communem
filium multo cum fletu complexus, ut abiret perpulit. Incedebat muliebre et
miserabile agmen, profuga ducis uxor, parvulum sinu filium gerens,”
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® _Foubert.L.," The Impact of Women's Travels on Military Imagery in The
Julio-Claudian Period , Nijmegen , 2009, pp . 349 —350.
».Tac.Ann.3,34.33-34.
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: "femina ducis

ac ni Agrippina inpositum Rheno pontem solvi prohibuisset, erant qui id
flagitium formidine auderent. Sed femina ingens animi munia ducis per eos
dies induit, militibusque, ut quis inops aut saucius, vestem et fomenta
dilargita est.”
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"Sed et frequenter admonuit, maioribus nec feminae conuenientibus negotiis
abstineret, praecipue ut animaduertit incendio ivxta aedem Vestae et ipsam
interuenisse populumque et milites, quo enixius opem ferrent, adhortatam,
sicut sub marito solita esset ."
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9.0




m— ugabagdy (Sl die NEY LAl pigal  s—

Agaill iy el aily L e Lgaad ) dyyslabaaY) G aSlie Lgile Y
:alile y Caratacus (s sSUDIS 5ul)  Slagll S (e ) slalyaadl] deiall

" Ad ea Caesar veniam ipsique et coniugi et fratribus tribuit. Atque illi
vinclis absoluti Agrippinam quogue, haud procul alio suggestu conspicuam,
isdem quibus principem laudibus gratibusque venerati sunt. Novum sane et
moribus veterum insolitum, feminam signis Romanis praesidere: ipsa semet
parti a maioribus suis imperii sociam ferebat. "
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"ipse insigni paludamento neque procul Agrippina chlamyde aurata
praesedere."
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"Suum quoque fastigium Agrippina extollere altius: carpento Capitolium

ingredi, qui honos sacerdotibus et sacris antiquitus."
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"Simul qui centurionum tribunorumque sortem Britannici miserabantur,
remoti fictis causis et alii per speciem honoris."

% _Tac.Ann.12.56,17-19.
“_lbid.12.42,9-11.

2 _Ibid.13.14.5.

3 _lbid.14.7.5.

“ _lbid. 12.41.6.
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* -Tac.Ann.12.41,13-16.

*®_lbid. 12.42.1.
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*8 _Santoro — I'Hoir . F ., Tragedy , Rhetoric and The Historiography of Tacitus'
Annales . Op. cit. p. 113.
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Foubert.L. op.cit.p.352.

% _Barrett. A. A.," Aulus Caecina Serverus and Military Woman " Historia :
Zeitschrift fur Alte Geschichte , Bd .54 ,H.3(2005).p.302.

>l _Tac.Ann.3.33.

Os5S palan pas Gulliple 5 Gullid e e ouaSEl Cppalaall GESY vie sans ) i - 7

& Olasl) Lluml Clag) eli leagy ¢ clablidl ol @l jelia) i agedl
Cheydll e ol 5 gdall y aadally cillidladl)

Juv . Satirae . 6.398-412,8.127-131., Mart . Epigrammata . 2.56 .

>> _Barrett.A.A ., " Aulus Caecina Serverus and Military Woman" ., op . cit . p .

303.
**_Ginsburg.J., Op.Cit.p.113.
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" Inter quae Severus Caecina censuit ne quem magistratum cui provincia
obvenisset uxor comitaretur, multum ante repetito concordem sibi coniugem
et sex partus enixam, seque quae in publicum statueret domi servavisse,

cohibita intra Italiam, quamquam ipse pluris per provincias gquadraginta
stipendia explevisset."
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"Non imbecillum tantum et imparem laboribus sexum sed, si licentia adsit,
saevum, ambitiosum, potestatis avidum; incedere inter milites, habere ad

manum centuriones; praesedisse nuper feminam exercitio cohortium,
decursu legionum."
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"Ne feminae quidem exsortes periculi. quia occupandae rei publicae argui
non poterant, ob lacrimas incusabantur.”
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" Aenean fundantem arces ac tecta nouantem
conspicit. atque illi stellatus iaspide fulua
ensis erat Tyrioque ardebat murice laena

demissa ex umeris, diues quae munera Dido
fecerat, et tenui telas discreuerat auro. "
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N.2 (1964), p.57.

64 Ramsby . T .," Juxtaposing Dido and Camilla in the " Aeneid " ", CO,vol .88, N
.1(2010) p.14 .
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"Femina, quae nostris errans in finibus urbem

exiguam pretio posuit, cui litus arandum

cuique loci leges dedimus, conubia nostra
reppulit ac dominum Aenean in regna recepit.

et nunc ille Paris cum semiuiro comitatu,
Maeonia mentum mitra crinemque madentem

subnexus, rapto potitur:"
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® _Khan .A.H ., " Dido and The Sword of Aeneas ", CPh, vol . 63, N. 4, ( 1968) p
.283.
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% _Burke . R . Dux Femina Facti : Gender and Ethnicity in The Aeneid ,PhD.
Department of Classics, (2011) , Emory University ,,p.9.
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