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Abstract

“Gender Theory and its Features in Terence’s Theatre through the
Analysis of the Male Characters in the Comedy of Eunuchus”

This paper deals with the analysis of the male characters that appear in Terence’s
comedy Eunuchus through the Gender theory, and those are the eunuch Dorus,
Phaedria, the soldier Thraso, and Chaerea. Gender is the cultural expression of the
patterns of the masculine behavior that should be followed by men, and the patterns
of the feminine behavior that should be followed by women. This means that Gender
points out to the roles, behaviors, activities, and features suitable for men and women
in each society and this differs from one society to another according to the
differences of its cultures and concepts.

We will try to show to what extent did each male character fail to achieve the features
and qualities needed to perform Roman masculinity. For example, as a eunuch slave,
Dorus naturally fails in the world of Roman masculinity. Phaedria is characterized by
immature behaviors and lacks masculinity that distinguishes the Roman man. The
soldier Thraso fails also to perform Roman masculinity and his lack of manliness is
clear to all the characters of the play. Thraso attempts to prove his manliness and the
standards of Roman masculinity but he fails at last. And finally, Chaerea fails also to
perform Roman masculinity, as an example, in act two, scene three, when Parmeno
jokingly suggested that his master Chaerea change clothes with Dorus to be disguised
as a eunuch so that he could gain access to the house of the courtesan Thais, Parmeno
explains that his plan might succeed because of the form and beauty of his master.
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% _ James S., “Gender and Sexuality in Terence”, in A Companion to Terence,
edited by: Antony Augoustakis and Ariana Traill, Wiley Blackwell, (2013), p. 183.
%0 _Williams C., op. cit., (1999), p. 144.

1 _Erlinger C., op. cit., p. 147.

*_Barshy J. (ed.), Terence: Eunuchus, Cambridge University Press, (1999), p. 90.
*# _Terence, Eunuchus, (46-55).
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> - Erlinger C., op. cit., p. 154.
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%2 _ Erlinger C., op. cit., pp. 151-156.
% _ Williams C., op. cit., (1999), p.128.
* _ Terence, Eunuchus, (226-227).
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