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Abstract

Propertius and Symbolic Significance in the Treatment

of Mythological References

The Greek philosophers said that “ love is the transcendence of death”, and
Propertius translated, in his Elegies, (Book 2, poem 3) that “death is the
only way to escape from desire”. In this context, the Roman poets
militarized the concept of love by the term militia amoris . To support this
argument, the paper will treat the epic symbol in Propertius’ Elegies through
heroes and heroines of Greek mythology and analysis of characters’ attitude,
emotional feelings and qualities of love in semantic references.
Propertius borrowed epic structure from Homer, following the main outline
of the narrative, then employing the epic symbol through structure and form.
Propertius always uses the epic symbol through comparisons and
mythological balances with heroes and heroines, in order to glorify himself
and send warning messages to Cynthia regarding the loss of his feelings
towards her. Through the comparison of his mistress Cynthia by Briseis and
Penelope , as if he compares himself with Odysseus and Achilles. And as if
he imitates Odysseus’ dalliance to Calypso, Circe and Hercules’ heroism
through employing the symbolic significance of the epic character, which
aims to reveal the advantages of the strength and rigidity of men, and the
female beauty through appearance and moral qualities, as well as
Romanizing these qualities through the application of the terms: pietas
"piety - pious”, fides "trust - fidelity" on these characters.
Propertius succeeded in raising the value of the term servitium amoris
“slavery of love". His employment of Achilles’ charcter is part of Propetius'
assessment of the term militia amoris; Achilles did not move in Propertius
out of anger and desire to avenge his friend Patroclus, but because of his
love and happiness for the return of Briseis.
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Propertius seemed to neglect the lustful amorous side of Homer’s heroes
and heroes in his treatment of the mythical references, perhaps to tempt the
reader to forgive his expressions and lustful words that mentioned within his
Elegies.
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Heiden , B. (1988) , op.cit, p.361.
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)pue ,C. (2001) , Sunt Aliquid Manes : Homer , Plato and Alexandrian Allusion
in Propertius IV.7 , CJ, vol.96 , pp.402-403.
MDue ,C. (2001) , op.cit , pp.405-406.
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(Muecke , F. (1974) , op.cit, p.126.
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Knox , P.E .(2005) , Milestones in the Career of Tibullus ,CQ , vol.55, p.205.

(')Hendry, M. (1997) , Three Propertian puns, CO ,vol.47 , p.600 ; Harmon , D.
P. (1975) , op.cit , p.423.

\RA!




(gD daa)

fortem illum Haemoniis Hectora traxit equis.
alie Aogiayg syl cule Loy
ALl sl Gal o lail) Gl giSa (Qallal)
oulliai 5y
Osalas Antigone isail Cupar LSy il (LS iy Gugding p 23 Lt
sl lgise o aiimy as Jsadl caal 53 (sala aul amd c(Haemon
RO U RO N R WOR FORE Y < S PR PONGSS 0 TSNS

alatinly Hs i G Al Jad 3y 5505 AN (YA= TY A ) Al

()Suits , T.A .(1965) , op.cit , pp.428-429.
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Harmon , D.P .(1975) , op.cit ,pp.420-422.
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Sharrock , A. (2000) , op.cit , pp.280-281.
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Suits , T.A .(1965) , op.cit, p.435.
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(‘)Wiggers , N.(1976) , Epic Themes in Propertius , op.cit, p.368.
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Sharrock , A. (2000) , op.cit , p.281.
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MButrica , J.L(1996) , op .cit , p.114.

Mpid. , p.114.

Harmon , D.P .(1975) , op.cit , p.424.

sl e 5 Leas) Cmg (£Y4 0 T e alY) ) B alapad iy Sy Lo sy )

Casds LS L s ¢ ada)f adiag s Ladiy atila Jany ¥ (S L Bany syl pae
R (Yo ) )) LS e gy

\RA




i Jgmag ddaal vies ((E1V=£11 ¢ 14) Lullial 55 Xanthus e silus
M08 VA) 1l b oy ¢ Guii adl ) Gullial 5l

e (e ST 038 )65 i dige day 40l 1 Uk 313 usding n daar Laisg
o ealad) QL) w28 L sed ¢l aaldl) Jlad) dalas Uig Jla
STV ) bl sl ey b pellal dais U, o Ly
(r):(t‘/\

nec minus haec nostri notescet fama sepulcri,
guam fuerant Pthii busta cruenta viri.
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King , J.k .(1975-1976) , Propertius' Programmatic Poetry, op.cit, p.119. ; Dalzell ,
A.(1980) , op .cit, p.32.
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Dalzell , A.(1980) , op .cit, p.36.

()Garner , R. (1993), Achilles in Locri : " P.Oxy." 3876.Frr.37-77 , Zeitschrift fur

Papyrologie unde Epigraphik , Bd.96 , p.153 ; Matthews , V. (1991 ) , op.cit ,
p.260..

MGarner , R.(1993) ,op.cit , p.160.
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(T)Wiggers , N.(1976) , Epic Themes in Propertius , op.cit,p.370 ; Butrica , J.L .

(1996) , op.cit, p.114.
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Campbell , M. (2013) , op.cit, pp.25 ,31.
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(')Wiggers , N., (1976) , Epic Themes in Propertius ,op.cit , 370.
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