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Abstract
The Role of Rumors in the Annals of Tacitus

A familiar characteristic of the historical works of Tacitus especially the
Annals is the numerous rumors that often accompany his narrative. Rumors
appear on various occasions and for diverse purposes. The technique by
which Tacitus in the Annals conveys an impression for which as an
historian he is not willing to take responsibility, but as an artist he could
guide the reader's interpretation of them.

Tacitus has two ways for presenting the rumors, first, he cited the rumor and
proved to be false, example the rumor of Drusus's death by poisoned cup.
The second: he presented originally in the form of rumors and referred to
them later in the narrative as if they were established facts and the
impression which they create is powerfully implemented.

Tacitus has concluded that it is often lack of information that prepares the
ground for growth of rumors especially in times of crisis and death of any
emperor that people tend to encourage rumors.

Rumors are one of the devices that Tacitus uses to create an impression that

might not be in harmony with, even contradicted by the facts. This is not
babble indiscriminately repeated, it is a collection rumors carefully selected
and arranged to throw discredit on the principate from its inception designed
to set the stage for the drama that is to follow.
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