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Abstract :
The Oath in the Roman Comedy

This paper examines oath in the Roman Comedy, especially in the comedies
of Plautus and Terence. At first, it sheds light on oath-taking for the Greeks,
especially in the work of Menander, who is considered a very prominent
dramatist whose influence in an undeniable fact. Then, the paper discusses the
oaths of Pollux, Castor, and Hercules that have been widely used in the Roman
Comedy. The kind of oath in the Roman Comedy has been determined by the
gender of the speaker (male or female) : The oath in the name of Hercules was
mostly said by men, while the oath in the name of Castor was widely used by
men. However, both men and women used to take the oath in the name of
Pollux.

Moreover, the paper discusses the oath in Jupiters name, and other gods’
names, as well as studying the official oath. Finally, it deals with the way of
oath-taking made by the Romans through examining the numerous references
in the plays of Plautus and Terence. The paper shows how Plautus employed
the oath for dramatic irony, as he did not use oath-taking as a king of verbal
ornamentation; he primarily used it for the sake of dramatic irony in his plays.
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Quin ius iurandum pollicitust dare se, si vellem, mihi,
neque se hasce aedis vendidisse neque sibi argentum datum [est].
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Divi me faciant quod volunt, ni ob istam orationem
te liberasso denuo et ni Scapham enicasso.
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{EVCL.} Dic bona fide: tu id aurum non surripuisti?

{LYC.} Bona.

{E.} Neque <eum> scis qui abstulerit?

{L.} Istuc quoque bona.

{E.} Atque id si scies qui abstulerit, mihi indicabis?

{LYC.} Faciam.

{EVCL.} Neque partem tibi ab eo qui habet indipisces neque furem excipies?
{LYC} lta.

{EVCL.} Quid <si> fallis?

{LYC.} Tum me faciat quod volt magnus luppiter.
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me meam pudicam esse uxorem arbitrarier
id ego si fallo <tum te <summe luppiter,
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{DORDALVS} Quidnam esse acturum hunc dicam vicinum meum,

qui mihi iuratust sese hodie argentum dare?
quod si non dederit atque hic dies praeterierit,

ego argentum, ille iusiurandum amiserit.
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tum autem aurum tuom
reddam, quod apud me est, et iusiurandum dabo,
me malitiose nil fecisse, Agorastocles.
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{LABR.} luratus sum, et nunc iurabo, si quid voluptati est mihi:

ius iurandum rei servandae, non perdendae conditum est.
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{PA.} dabd iusiurandum nil esse istorum mihi.
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crede hoc, ego meum ius persequar

neque tu verbis solves umquam quod mihi re male feceris.

novi ego vostra haec: “nollem factum: iusiurandum dabitur te esse

indignum iniuria hac” — indignis quom egomet sim acceptus modis.
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{GE.} quem neque fides neque iusiurandum neque illum misericordia
repressit neque reflexit neque quod partus instabat prope

quoi miserae indigne per vim vitium obtulerat.
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(E.} Mt 10v ATOM@. ”

{H.} Et servolum meum Stalagmum, meum qui gnatum surripuit?
{ERG.} Nai tav Kopav.
{H.} lam credo?
{E.} Nai tav IIpowvéotnv.
{H.} Venit? {E.}
Noai tav Zryviov.
{H.} Certon?
{E.} Nai tov ®povoivéyva.
{H.} Vide sis.
{E.} Noi tov ALdtpiov.
{HEG.} Quid tu per barbaricas urbes iuras?
{ERG.} Quia enim item asperae
sunt ut tuom victum autumabas esse.
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Quisquis es, quidquid tibi nomen est,
senex, summum lovem deosque do testes
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{GRIP.} Tange aram hanc Veneris.

{LABR.} Tango.
{G.} Per Venerem hanc iurandum est tibi.
{L.} Quid iurem? {G.} Quod iubebo.

{LABR.} Praei vérbis quidvis. id quod domi est, numquam ulli
supplicabo.

{G.} Tene aram hanc.

{L.} Teneo.
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{PER.} lura te non nociturum esse homini de hac re nemini,
quod tu hodie hic verberatu's aut quod verberabere,

si te salvom hinc amittemus Venerium nepotulum.

{PYRG.} luro per lovem et Mavortem, me nociturum nemini,
quod ego hic hodie vapularim, iureque id factum arbitror;

et si intestatus non abeo hinc, bene agitur pro noxia.

{PER.} Quid si id non faxis?

{PYRG.} Vt vivam semper intestabilis
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numqguam edepol tu mihi divini creduis post hunc diem,
ni ego illi puteo, si occepso, &nimam omnem intertraxero.
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{ERG.} Ain tu? dubium habebis etiam, sancte quom ego iurem tibi?
postremo, Hegio, si parva iuri iurandost fides, vise ad portum.
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{SOS.} Per lovem iuro med esse neque me falsum dicere.

{MERC.} At ego per Mercurium iuro, tibi lovem non credere;"*®.
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{IUPP.} Mane. arbitratu tuo ius iurandum dabo,

me meam pudicam esse uxorem arbitrarier.

id ego si fallo, tum te, summe luppiter,

quaeso, Amphitruoni ut semper iratus sies.'%).
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{MERC.} Dic si quid vis, non nocebo.
{SOS.} Tuae fide credo?
{MERC.} Meae.
{SOS.} Quid si falles?

{MERC.} Tum Mercurius Sosiae iratus siet.
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Per supremi regis regnum iuro et matrem familias
lunonem, quam me vereri et metuere est par maxume,
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ut mi extra unum te mortalis nemo corpus corpore

contigit, quo me impudicam faceret.('%).
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