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ThistpapertshowsahowtOvidtassertsahimselftandahistpoetrytastagentstof healing 

byahighlighting the failureaof traditionalahealers in theapestilence"Ρestis" narratives of 

theaMetamorphoses. Part of Ovid's adaptationaof theapestilenceatopos isato assert a 

visionaofaCaesartastatpolyvalenttt"healer"twhotsubsumestseveralaEgyptianaand Greco-

Romanahealingamechanisms in theaportrayal of hisadeath andacatasterism in the 

pestilence narrative of Metamorphoses 15. 

The paperademonstrates thataOvid, in the Metamorphoses,  aresponds to 

Vergil'saattemptttotreinvigoratetRomantpoetrytwith a therapeuticapower by positioning 

his pestilencesain thetMetamorphosesain chaotic, transitionalaand liminal shifts 

fromaone type ofagovernment ortworldtorder to another. Towardtthe end of the 

finaltbook of thetMetamorphoses thetpestilencetat Rome isthealed immediatelyaprior 

to the finaltpoliticalttransitiontin thetpoem - from Republictto Empire. I suggest intthis 

papertthattVergil'stbugoniatintGeo.t4tistantimportanttintertexttfortOvid's portrayaltof 

Caesar'stdeathtastatsource of healingtfortRome in the finaltscenetof the poem.tIn this 

scenet Ovidt blurst thet linest betweent Caesar'st metamorphosis tinto ta tstar tand tthe 

metamorphictqualities of twotmiraculous animalstthat also function astsymbols of 

Egyptiantkingship: the phoenixtand thetbugonia ox. Intthistway, Ovidtcontinuestthe 

worktof VergiltintRomanizingtaspects oftEgyptiantculturetandtfinding atspace for 

Romantpoetrytastattherapeutictmodel that is equally as powerful astAlexandrian 

therapoetics. Ovidtdifferstfrom Vergil, however, tin histemphatictdepiction ofthimself 

as a healertwhose therapytrivalstthat oftCaesar's. 

The PoettastPhysician:  

Ovid istmuchtmore explicit than Vergiltabout thetpoet's role astPhysician.(1) In 

the RemediatAmoristOvidtcallsthimself at"doctortpoet," vates medens (77): 

Publicustassertortdoministsuppressatlevabo 

Pectora: tvindictaetquisquetfavetetsuae.  

Tetprecortincipiens, tadsitttuatlaureatnobis, 

Carministettmedicae, tPhoebe,trepertortopis.  

Tutparitertvati, tparitertsuccurretmedenti:  

Utraquettutelaetsubditatcurattuatest.  

                                  (Rem.tAm. 73-t8) 

As your publictdeliverer, I willtlighten heartstdominated by 

masters:teachtone oftyoutreceivetthetrodtof liberation! Firsttof all, 

I praytto you,tApollo, t(maytyourtlaureltprotecttme) inventortof 

                                                 

(1) On the roletoftVergiltastPhysician, see Geo.ΙΙΙ.440–73, ΙV. 251–80. 
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the assistancetoftmusictandtmedicine. Helptpoettandthealertalike, 

sincetthetlaborstoftbothtaretyourtconcern. 

Thetactualtremedy Ovidtprescribestis thoroughlytmedical. Thetpoetttellstthe sicktlover 

to suppressthis orthertdesiretby avoidingtthe onion, bulbus, andtcolewort (also known 

as rocket), teruca,  becausetthey aretaphrodisiacs (Rem.tAm. 794-99).(2)tPliny 

corroboratestOvid's claimstabout bulbustand eruca, claimingtthat theytincrease the 

desire fortmating (H.N. 10.181).(3) Onetwaytto avoidtgetting aroused, taccording to 

Ovid, is totsuppresstthetsex drive by taking anti-aphrodisiacs. Hetadvisesthistlovesick 

reader tottaketrue, ruta,  because it is goodtforttheteyes (Rem. tAm. 798-802). Pliny 

clarifiestthistsomewhattobscuretsuggestion,tnoting thattruetis nottonly goodtfor the 

eyes, but it alsotcures "wettdreams" andtcurbs sexualtdesire, againtconfirming Ovid's 

correcttusagetof thetplant. (4) Aftertwarning his "patients"tto avoidtthe libido-promoting 

onion and colewort, and totstaytvirtuous byttaking rue, Ovidtshifts histprohibition of 

aphrodisiacs totwine, claimingtthat loverstcould curettheir desiretby either getting 

completely drunk, thus bypassing thetphasetof tipsinesstmost conducivetto love-

making, or avoidingtwine allttogether (803-10). Whattis ingenioustabout Ovid's 

transition fromtrue totwine is that ruetcan preventthangovers if takentin a decoction 

before heavy drinking.(5) Intthis way, Ovidtplayfullytgives the antidotetthat curbstthe 

veryteffectstoftalcohol that he claimstwill destroy thetsextdrive. 

This typetof botanical-medical wittcomes totfull fruition in the 

Metamorphoses,  twhere Ovid endeavorstto establish his therapeutictcredentials in an 

epic context. This istimportant groundworktto lay beforetanalyzing thetpestilence 

narratives in thetMetamorphoses,  tbecause it establishestthe contexttfortthose 

narratives: tthetimage oftOvid ast"healer" is contrastedtwith the lacktof healingtin the 

pestilencetattAeginatintBook 7 and with thetdivinethealing of thetRomantpestilence by 

"Caesar as Asclepius"tintBook 15, whichtOvid essentiallytcaps intthetfollowing 

epiloguetin histclaimttotbetabovetCaesartin thetstars. 

In thetMetamorphoses medicinetoperates in a complextsemiotic systemtin 

which Ovidtoften turns a troubledthuman or nymphtinto a botanicaltplant that has the 

medicaltproperties to heal or diagnosetthe very conditiontthat plaguedtthe persontprior 

to thettransformation. AftertMyrrha turnstinto a myrrhttree (10. 481-518), hertbaby is 

born violentlytfromtmid-trunk (which roughlytcorrespondstto thetgenitaltarea on a 

                                                 
(2) These are the verytsame plantstthat Ovid recommendstthe lover tottry in thetArs Amatoriatprecisely in 

order totincreasetthe sextdrive (A.A. 2.421). 

(3) Juvenaltusesteruca in anterotictcontext (Juv. 9.134a). Dioscorides (2.170) also referstto rockettas an 

aphrodisiac, claimingtit is also goodtfortdigestion. 

(4) Plin. H.N.20.135;139. Plinytalso says thattrue causestabortions (H.N. 20.143). Soranustsimilarly 

includestrue as an abortifacient (1.65). One of Mithridatestrecipes to protect himself against 

poisoningtincludedttwentytrue leaves (H.N. 23.149). 

(5) See Plin. H.N. 20.136. 
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human), recallingtthetuse of sap fromtthe myrrhttree tottreat swollentgenitals.(6) The 

word Ovidtuses totdescribetthetfissure throughtwhichtAdonistbursts, rima (10.512), in 

fact, tcantrefertto thetfemaletgenitalia.(7) Anothertexample oftOvid'stmateria-medica 

game istHyacinthus, whotdies intthetprimetof histyouth, primatfraudate iuventa 

(10.197), whiletthetflowerthyacinthtpreservestyouth.(8) Ovidtusestthistmedicaltsubtext 

totshowtthatthe can turntHyacinthustinto atmirrortcopy of Apollo, whotexists in a 

perpetualtstate of divinetyouth. Ovidtwrites thattApollottried to healtHyacinthus' 

woundstwithtmedicaltherbs, but thetwound wastincurable (immedicabile vulnus, 

10.189), yettOvid's displaytof botanicaltwit here suggeststthat he perhapstknows 

somethingtmore thantApollo himselftabouttbotanicaltmedicine.(9) Intanothertinstance, 

Narcissus, twhilethe stares at thetpool, istdrainedtof his vigor andtvires (3.492), and 

narcissustis a planttthattPliny saystowes its name totthe Greektνάρκη, torpor,tsince this 

is the effect oftthe plant.(10) Intthese botanicaltmetamorphoses, tTwo other examples 

concerningtbotanical loretare particularlytrelevant totthe discussiontof Ovidtas a 

botanicalthealer. IntBook 1, beforetJupiterthad floodedttheworld becausetof thetimpiety 

of the humantrace, thetpoettsays that, atthumanity's mosttdepravedtpoint,tstepmothers 

plottedtdeathtfor othertfamilytmembers withtthetplanttaconite, aconitum (Met.1. 

147). This plant, accordingtto Pliny, is thetmost deadlytpoisontavailable, and he 

commentston its usetin a famoustRepublicantpoliticaltscandal (H.N. 27.4).(11) Yet 

aconite istprecisely thetherb thattVergil saystin thetGeorgics doestnot existtintItaly: in 

the laudestItaliae (2.152), Vergiltemphasizestthat Italy'stlandscape istsothealthytthat 

aconitetdoestnottgrow there. The absencetof aconitetin Italy, intothertwords, is 

indicativetoftgolden-agetprosperity andtpeacefulness. Ovid'stmentiontof it intMet. 1, 

by contrast, isthighly markedtin atRomantcontext, sincetthe counciltof 

                                                 
(6) See Plin. H.N. 26.81. Herodotustclaims that thetPersians usedtmyrrh to treattwoundstduring the 

invasiontof Greece, 7.181. Myrrhtis alsotthe mosttfrequenttingredient mentionedtin thetGreek 

magicaltpapyri, partially becausetit is an importanttcomponenttof the inktused totwrite ritually 

importanttwords: "Many recipestcall eithertfor writingt'withtmyrrh,' or 'myrrhing' atpaper, where 

writing is clearlytmeant. Othertexamplestprovide recipestfor inktin whichtmyrrh is antingredient." 

Li Donnici 2001, 68. Perhapstthe significancetof myrrhtas antessentialtingredient intink is not lost 

on Ovid, sincetOrpheus, thetconsummatetpoet, is thetone whotsings thetstory of MyrrhatintBook 10, 

but Ovid is thetone whotwrites ittdown. Myrrhtis alsotused in thetmagicaltpapyri asta "pudendat 

poultice." Li Donnici 2001, 68. 

(7) Fortexample, Juv. 3.97. 

(8) See Plin. H.N. 21.170. 

(9) ImmedicabiletvulnustevokestVergil'sttelum immedicabilet (Aen. 12.858).a poisonedtParthiantarrow 

that Vergiltuses as atmetaphor for thetadvent of thetFury, whotbrings disease, morbos (12.851), to 

thetbattlefield. 

(10) H.N. 21.5. McCartneyt1927, 327, hastexplored thetconcept oft"verbalthomeopathy" intmedical 

writers, showingtthat oftentcause andtaffect mirrorteach othertlinguistically. For example, Plinytsays 

that eatingtathare, lepus, conferstgrace ortcharm, lepos, fortnine days. Anothertexample: Galen 

claimstthat thetdiseasetκαρκίνος, "the crabs," getstitstname fromtthe resemblancetitthastwith the 

animal, and καρκίνος weretable totcure καρκίνος. McCartney 1927, 327. 

(11) Cf. Nic. Alex. 51 alsotnotestitstextremettoxicity. MarcustCaeliustaccusedtCalpurniustBestia of 

poisoningthis wivestwithtaconite (Plin. H.N. 27.4). 
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thetgodstthattJupiter calls intorder to discusstthe remedy forthumantimpiety takestplace 

ontthe "Palatinetof heaven," Palatiatcaeli  (1.176). Ovid, tthen, 

reintroducestbacktintotatRomantsetting the mosttpoisonoustplant on earthtandtthe 

onetwhichtVergil hadteradicatedtfrom Italy in the Georgics.  

The presencetof aconite in the antediluviantrace is strikinglytcontrasted by the 

first postdiluvian, thealingtbotanical: laurel. Ovid'stfirst metamorphosistafter thetflood 

highlightstbotanytand its relevancetto Augustantpolitics: hetturns Daphnetinto the 

quintessentialtAugustan planttlaurel, a potenttbotanical with a hosttoftmedical 

properties, some of whichtseem totcohere withtthetnarrativetoftthetstory.(12) Ovid 

emphasizestthattDaphne (1.450-568) wantstto remainta perpetualtvirgin, yettsuccumbs 

in mid-metamorphosis to Apollo's embrace, and laurel is used, among other things, as a 

contraceptive and abortifacient. (13) 

It istlaurel's anti-venom property, however, thattis relevantttotApollo'stslaying 

of thetmonstertPython at Delphi immediatelytprior to histpursuittof Daphne. AstApollo 

boaststtotCupidtabout histdefeattoftthe monsterthe emphasizestthe snake'stdiseased 

nature. Ittwastpouringtforthtitstpoison,tvenenum (1.444), and itstbodytspreadtdisease 

acrosstthetwhole countryside: quitmodo pestiferottottiugeratventretprementem/  

stravimustinnumeristtumidumtPythonatsagittis,  "I [Apollo], whotjusttnowtslew 

the fattPythontwith innumerabletarrowstas ittwastinfecting sotmanytacrestoftlandtwith 

its disease-bearing belly" (1.459-60). Apollo similarly boasts to Daphne concerning his 

disease-fightingtabilities: inventumtmedicinatmeumtest , opiferquetpertorbem / 

dicor, ettherbarumtsubiecta potentiatnobis, "Thetart oftmedicinetItgave the 

world, andtalltmentcalltme 'healer'; Itpossesstthe powertofteverytherb" (1.521-2).(14) 

Thistcontrasttbetweentthetdiseased nature oftthetsnaketandtthethealingtnaturetof Apollo 

                                                 
(12) See Oglet1910, 278 - 311. 

(13) Plin. HN. 23.153. Soranus (1.65) alsotlists laurel as antabortifacient, claimingtthat it is onetof the 

moretgentletones. The facttthat Ovidtwouldthighlighttantabortifacienttin thetfirst erotictencounter of 

the poemtfrustratestthetexpectation that thistunion betweentgod and nymphtwould resulttin 

conceptiontand birth, astamoroustadventures oftJove - the paradigmtof thetOlympiantprocreator - 

usually do. See Barchiesi 2005, ad. 1.452. Of course, the explicittmessagetintturningtDaphne into 

laurel is to highlighttthetusetoftlaureltas atsymboltof Augustantpeace, astOvidtmakestclear (Met. 

1.560-5). DiotCassius saystthat the hangingtof laurel ontAugustus' doortontthetPalatine, antimage 

that Ovidtalludes to at Met. 1.560-5-wastan honor grantedtto him afterthis salvationtof the state 

(53.16.4). Yet it is undeniabletthat frustrated andtun-generative lovetis also an importantttheme in 

Ovid's use oftsterilem amorem totdescribe Apollo'stdesire (1.496). Ontthe otherthand, laureltwas 

also usedtto promotetfertility: SidoniustApollinaris, a fifth-century C.E. twriter, claimstthat Caesar 

wastborn "while laureltblazed," (Carm. 2.120). Thattlaureltwould betused totpromotetchildbirth (as 

it functions intSidonius' reference) and attthe same timetfunction as antabortifacienttor contraceptive 

is nottunusual, vontStaden 1993, 23-56, discusses this sametdualtnaturetof preventingtand 

promotingtchildbirth with thetagnus castas,t"chaste tree," a plant that functionstin waystsimilar to 

laurel. 

(14) Ovid'stown "power over herbs," however, suggeststthat Apollo'stboast thatthe is thetsupreme 

botanisttistnot as secure astit mighttseem.  
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istimportanttforthowtwetreadtthetmetamorphosistof Daphne, sincetOvidtdifferstfrom 

his Callimacheantmodeltintantimportanttwaytregardingtthe Pythontstory. 

In the CallimacheantversiontoftthetApollo/Pythontstory, Apollotpurifiesthimself 

in thetrivertPeneiustaftertdestroyingtthetsnaketand immediatelyttakesta sprigtoftlaurel 

to wear, atpurificationtthattwould betexpectedtaftertriskingtcontagiontfromtsuch a 

killing (Frs. t86-89 Pf.).(15) IntthetMetamorphoses,  however, thistpurificationtis 

conspicuouslytmissing- Apollotkillstthetsnaketand thentimmediatelytpursuestDaphne. 

The reasontfor thetabsencetof the tritual, Itsuggest, is thattthetmetamorphosistoftDaphne 

into the laurelttree providesthe meanstoftpurification: one oftthe basictproperties of 

laurel is as atpurificationtagainst, andtantidote to, thetpoisontof snakes.(16) Thus, Ovid 

alters thetnarrativetpatterntof histmodeltbytinnovatingtthroughtthe usetof medicaltlore. 

Ultimately, laureltworkston atpharmacologicaltlevel astatpurifier, atprotectortfrom 

pestilence, andtan ironictenforcer oftDaphne'stvirginity, in additiontto doing the 

ideologicaltwork of representingtAugustantpeace in itstrole as thetsentineltshrub, 

standingtguardton either sidetof Augustus'tfronttdoortontthetPalatine. 

Ovid'stowntclaimttotbeing ta thealer twho tis tskilled intmedicaltbotanytmusttbe 

contrasted withttwo othertprominenttdoctors in thetpoem, and Itsuggest thattwe can 

read histself-characterizationtas healer within thetcontexttof thetnational-health crises 

thattbegin andtend thetpoem-both. Thetepictis framedtbyttwotdoctors, as ittwere, who 

healtthetworldtand thetstatetrespectively: intBookt1 Jupitertis describedtas atsurgeon, 

cuttingtawaytinfection when hetdestroys thetworld withtflood waters (1.190- 1) andtin 

thetfifteenth andtfinaltbook, AsclepiustsavestRometduringtthetpestilence oft291 B.C.E., 

immediatelytbeforetatbrieftpanegyrictof CaesartandtAugustustthat end the poem.(17) 

Ovid, then, situatesthimselftwithin atdistinguishedtgrouptof healers. 

In Ovid'stepilogue, however, wetaretlefttwith antimagetof thetpoetthimself, 

flyingtabovetthetstars, histCallimachean rejuvenationtthrough therapoetrytcomplete. In 

this programmatictending, Ovid fusesthistphysicaltcorpus togethertwiththis poetic 

corpus, in histclaim thatthetwill nottdietbecausethistpoetry willtlivetforeverton men's 

lips: (18) 

iamquetopustexegi, quodtnectIovistiratnectignis 

nectpoterittferrumtnectedaxtaboleretvetustas. 

                                                 

(15) SeetPaus. 2.7.7-9; 2.30.3. SeetBarchiesi 2005 ad Met. 1.453, Hollist1996, 69-73. It istinteresting 

that Apollotbathes in thetrivertPeneius, becausetDaphne istthe daughtertof Peneus: DaphnetPeneia 

(Met. 1.453). 

(16) Laureltastantantidote againsttsnakes: Plin. HN. 23.154; Nican. tTher. 574; Cass.Fel. 67; Theod. Pris. 

Eup. F. 24.74. 0gle l910, 302, suggeststthattthe Pythiantpriestesstchewstlaurelstsincetthetomphalos 

wastthoughtttotbetdirectly abovetthe gravetof thetPython. Delphictlaurel, intparticular, protects 

againsttpestilence (Plin. H.N. 23.157). 

(17)tHardie 2002, 198, hastnoticed thetbook-markingteffecttof these twotmedicaltimages andtcompares 

Jupiter'st"remedium"toftMet. 1.190-1twith Livy'stcomplaint, nectvitia nostratnec remediatpati 

possumust (praef. 9). 

(18) SeetFarrell 1999, 127-41. 
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cumtvolet, tiliatdies, quaetniltnisitcorporisthuius 

iusthabet, incertitspatium mihitfiniattaevi: 

partettamentmelioretmeitsupertaltatperennis  

astra ferar, nomenqueterittindelebiletnostrum, 

quaquetpatettdomitistRomanatpotentiatterris, 

oretlegartpopuli...  

                                           (Met. 15.871-79) 

NowtI havetcompletedtmy task, suchtatwork astneither the 

wrathtoftJove, nortfiretnor swordtnortthetdevouringtold age 

cantdestroy. Let, whentittwill, thattday, thatthastnotclaimtbut 

totthistbody, endtthe spantof mytuncertain life. YettI'll be 

borne, thetbetter parttof me, abovetthetstars, immortal, andtmy 

name tshall tbe tindestructible. Wherevertthroughtconquered 

lands thetRoman powertextends, mytwords shalltbe upon the 

lipstoftmen. 

Thistis an importanttstatement oftmetapoetic allegiance. JusttastCallimachus was 

rejuvenatedtbytmeetingthistMusetat thetbeginning of thetAitiatandtthentset forthta new 

programtoftslim, healedtpoetry, so Ovidtindicates in thetepilogue to the 

Metamorphosestthat he istrejuvenated, but intatdifferenttway. Hetwilltlivetforever 

throughthistpoetry, eventthoughthis body, liketCaesar's, maytdie. FortOvid, thistis the 

ultimatetformtof healingtpoetry. Callimachustbegins thetAitia in thetproemtwith his 

poetictrejuvenation / initiationtandtexplicationtof a newtaesthetic, buttOvidtends the 

Metamorphoses withthistown, Romanizedtversiontof Callimacheantrejuvenation. His 

lasttlinestmay alsotpoint totrejuvenation, tsincetit istpossibletto readtthetincomplete 

acrostic "incip," fromtthetverb incipio,  "tot begin," tin thetendingtofthistpoem: (19) 

IamquetopustexegitquodtnectIovistira nec ignis  

nectpoterittferrum nectedax abolere vetustas.  

cumtvolet, ilia dies, quaetniltnisitcorporisthuius  

iusthabet, incertitspatiumtmihitfiniattaevi: 

partettamentmelioretmeitsupertaltatperennis              875 

astratferar, nomenqueterittindelebiletnostrum, 

quaquetpatettdomitistRomanatpotentiatterris, 

oretlegartpopuli, perquetomniatsaeculatfama, 

siquidthabenttveritvatumtpraesagia, vivam. 

Ovid'sttreatment oftpestilence and thetmasstdestructiontof humantlife, astwe 

will see, standtin starktcontrasttto his personatas medicaltbotanisttand thetclaim in his 

epiloguetthat his "body" willtnot bt destroyed. Vergil'stlast linetof the Norictpestilence 

is thetimagetoftignis sacerteating awaytat thetbody, artus…edebat (Geo. 3.566), 

whereastOvidtclaims thattdevouring oldtage, tedax…vetustas (Met.  t15.872), will 

                                                 
(19)tBarchiesi 1997, 195. 
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not eattawaytat andtdestroythistpoetic "body." Thistblurringtof thetboundarytbetween 

bodilytpestilencetandttextual pestilencetsets thetcontext fortOvid'stengagement with 

Vergil'stbugonia and the issue oftregeneration aftertpestilence, because, astwetwill see, 

Ovidtenvisions histown poetrytas the "bugoniatlike" mechanismtthattensuresthis 

owntrebirth. 

 

PestilencetintMetamorphoses  

Ovid's pestilencetnarratives in thetMetamorphoses arettypicallytviewed as 

responding totthe Lucretiantpestilencettopos, buttthe remaindertof thistpapertwill set 

for thetwaystin whichtOvidtassimilatestand respondstto Vergil'stpresentation of 

pestilence. Thistresponse totVergil pointstto a similartconcerntwith repopulationtand 

regenerationtnot onlytof Romantpoetrytbut alsotof Romantculturetaftertthetconquesttof 

Egypt,tthoughtOvid is muchtmoretexplicittabouttCallimacheantrejuvenationtthroughout 

and differstmarkedly fromtVergil in histpresentationtoftCaesar. 

Ovidtsituates tpestilence timagery in tthe Metamorphosestin threetkey 

locations: intthetbeginning, middle, andtend positionstof thetMetamorphoses.  The 

pestilencestin Bookt1, roughly thetmiddletof Book 7, andtat thetendtoftBook 15 

emphasizetthetthemetof atbreakdown oftpoliticaltordertand thettransitiontfromtone type 

oftgovernment (ortattleastt"world order") totanother, atfacttthattcan betcontrasted with 

thetrigidtorder giventtotthetpositionstof thetpestilencetnarratives. Thet"pestilence"tin 

Book 1tthattJupitertmust "cure," takingtthetguise ofta surgeon (1.125-62), istcaused by 

wars intwhichtpeopletkill theirtown kindtandtviolate guest-hosttrelationshipstwith the 

gods-a symboltof thet golden age-and istresolvedtby thetcreationtof a newtrace of 

peopletafter thetflood. Book 7'stpestilencetattAegina (7.523-613) istsettintthetcontexttof 

thetrise oftMinoantsea power, tindicatingta transitiontto thalassocracytin the 

Mediterranean.(20) Finally, thetpestilencetoftBook 15 (626-744) istsettintthetcontexttof 

thetviolentttransitiontfromtthe Rometof thetRepublictto thetRometof thetCaesars and 

thetcreationtof atnew "race" oftpeople, thosetlivingtunder thethappytstar of Caesartwho 

                                                 
(20) Juxtaposedtwithtthe story of thetArgonautica thattprecedestMinos' visit totAegina andtthetensuing 

pestilencetnarrativetin Book 7, it seemstas if thetfalltof thetgoldentage is antimportant themetin 

Book 7. Thist "invertedtgolden-age"timagery is, intfact, atrecurrent themetin the firstthalf of the 

book. It beginstwith the imagetof the Argotcuttingtthe sea, iamquetfretumtMinyaetPagasaeatpuppe 

secabant (7.1), whichtevokestthe imagetof sailingtin the descriptiontof the irontage's falltfromtgrace 

in Book 1, vela dabattventist (nectadhuctbenetnoverattillos) tnavita (1.132). Catullus'tCarmen 64 

beginstwith thetimage of the Argotas the first shiptto ever sail thetsea, thus Ovid'stimagetof sailing 

in Book 1, thoughtit doesn'ttmentiontthetArgo, can betassumed totindicatetJason'stship. AttTristia 

3.9.7-8, Ovidtexplicitlytsaystthattthe Argotis thetfirst totsail thetsea. Thetideatof invertedtgoldentage 

fitstwithtpestilencetimagerytas well. Gale 2000, 225, hastargued thattVergil, in histNorictpestilence 

in Book 4tof the Georgics, createsta "grimtparody" of thetGolden Agetby appropriatingtthetgolden-

age topostof thetcowtwho does nottfear thetlion andtinverting it: "wolvestdo nottattack sheep, deer 

roamtfreelytwithout feartoftdogs, andtsnakes die". Onlytbecause thetpredators havetdied oftdisease 

can thetprey betrelievedtof theirtfear. Ovidtevokes similartimagery, as well, inthistAeginetan-

pestilencetnarrativetof Book 7 andtin thetfloodtnarrativetof Book 1. 
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willtnevertagaintseetwartandtpestilence. Thetresttof thistpaper will arguetthat Ovidtuses 

the pestilencettopos in thetMetamorphoses asta tooltfortresponding to Vergil's 

modeltof rebirthtafter pestilencetand Callimachus' modeltof rebirthtthrough poetic 

rejuvenation. Ovid differstfrom histmodels, we willtsee, in that he puts an endtto the 

historical cycletof devastatingtpestilencestthat we seetrepeatedtfrom thetearliest human 

communitiestto thetendtof the RomantRepublic (Geo. 3,4; Mett1, 7, 15). Furthermore, 

the poettalso suggeststthat recurrencetof pestilencetas a specifictliterary toposthastalso 

ended, sincetthere istno further need fortregeneration. Ovid'stpoem istpitchedtto betthe 

final intRomantregeneration, sincethetrejuvenatestthetworld oftmyth andthistory 

through histcarmentperpetuum abouttnew, tnova (andtrejuvenated), tcorpora 

(Met. t1,4;1).  

 

Ovidtemploys thettheme of miraculoustrepopulationstafter a totaltdestruction of 

life intthe pestilencestof Books 1tand 7, intwhichtthe humantpopulationstof the 

prediluviantworldtand Minoan-agetAeginataretdestroyed. Intthetthird-century B.C.E 

pestilencetattRome in Book 15, theretis notannihilation, tbecausetthetsenatetintervenes 

in timetand staystthetpestilencetby importingtthe healingtgodtAsclepius totRome. 

Barchiesitnotestthe enormitytof thisteventtas atmarkertof Romantculturaltappropriation 

of Greektcults: 

MovingtfromtGreece to Italy, [Asclepius] fillsta finaltvoid intthe Romantpantheon 

and sealstthetancient epochtintwhich nullitcura fuit texternostquaerere 

divos (Prop. 4.1.17). Thetnext step, astwill betclear atfew versestlater, is thetbirth 

of thetdivinitytin situ.  AsclepiustistthetlasttimportationtfromtGreece, and his 

arrivalton thetisland [Tiber] istliketa signtof completiontfortRomantculture. (21) 

Asclepiustnottonlytfunctionstastatbookmarktfortthe sectionstof thetMetamorphoses 

dealingtwith Republicanthistory andtthe aetiologytoftreligioustcults, butthetalso 

functionstas a signtoftliterarytclosure. Ovidtreferstto thetgod in histmanifestation as a 

snaketby thetname Coronides,  "sontoftCoronis," and thetcoronis is atsnake-like 

mark usedtin booktrolls to marktthe endtof thetwork.(22) Ovid'stuse of thetpolyvalent 

healertas onetof thetfinal threetfigurestof thetpoem (Asclepius, Caesar, andtAugustus), 

thus, conflatestpoetictproduction (andtclosure) withthealing.(23) 

Yetthealingtistnot intthethandstof Asclepius, alone. Asclepiustistintroducedtto 

Rometby thetdecreetoftthetSenate to curetthetdisease, but Ovidtblurs thetdistinction 

betweentthetgod and thethumantfounderstof Rome'stnewtage, CaesartandtAugustus.(24) 

                                                 
(21)tBarchiesi 1997, 189-90. 

(22) Ibid. 

(23)ttYet, astBarchiesi 1997, 189-90, shows, the snaketis an inherentlytpolyvalenttsymbol. Intthis 

context, it istpossible to suggest that thetsnake is also a closuraltsymbol in a historicaltsense, since 

Cleopatra'stdeath - whichtwas seen astthe endtof the CiviltWars- wastattributed to antasp bite. This 

death-dealingtsnaketwas so importanttas totmerit atfull scientifictinvestigationtbytancienttdoctors 

into itstspecifictbreedtandtcharacteristics. 

(24) It is usefulttotrecalltantimportanttdifferencetbetween thetimportation oftAsclepiusttotRometand that 

of the godtinto Athens. Intthe Greektimportationtof thethealingtgod, Asclepiustwastinvited and 
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All threetarethealers, nottonlytoftthetRomantpestilence, buttalsotof thetpestilence 

topos. Barchiesitnotestthat Asclepius, astsalutifer urbi,  putstan endtto luctibus,  

grief, causedtby thetpestilence (15.743-4), andtcapitulation to luctus isthow Lucretius 

endsthistAtheniantpestilencetnarrative (6.1248).(25) Yettsalutifertorbi istantAugustan 

title, andtthetsemantictcorrespondence linkstthethealingtgodtand thetprinceps as 

symbolstof closuretin thet genealogytof thetpestilencettopos?  (26) 

This associationtof Asclepius, and, bytextension, CaesartandtAugustus, with 

epic closuretandtfinalizationtof thetpestilencettopos cantbetseenttotextend to the 

pestilencetnarrativestof thetGeorgics,  astwell. LiketAsclepius, thetsoultoftthe 

murderedtCaesartalso helpsteffect atcuretfortthe pestilencetof thetCiviltWars. Part of 

Caesar'stpower asta "healer" istthatthistbodytistturnedtintota startthattfliestto the 

heavenstandthoverstovertRometas atprotectivetforce (Met.  15. 840-2), antimagetwhich 

echoestVergil'stbeestthattflytstraightttotthe stars whenttheytdie (Geo. 4.226-7). 

 

The overlaptbetweentthe imagetoftCaesar'stsoultflyingttotthetstars attdeathtand 

Vergil'stastraltbeestistparttoftatwidertintertextualtengagementtbetweentCaesar'stdeath 

scenetandtGeorgics 4. Severaltaspects of Vergil'stbeetdeath intGeorgics 4 are 

includedtintOvid'staccount. Bothtbeginttheir narrativestof deathtbytinvoking Egypt: 

Vergiltclaims, bytwaytof provingtthat beesthaveteternaltmindst(partem divinae 

mentis, Geo. 4.220), thattnotteventEgypttloves itstking astmuch astthe beestlove 

theirs (Geo. 4.210), andtOvid, bytway oftestablishingtCaesar'stdivinity, emphasizes 

the conquesttoftEgypt (Met.  15.826). Whereastbeestaretendowed attbirthtwithtatdivine 

mind (Geo.4.220), Caesar'stanima (Met.  15.846) becomestdivine throughthistdeath. 

Bothtsoulstaretreleasedtattdeath (resoluta, tGeo.4.225; solui,  tMet.t15.845), and 

bothtfly (volare, Geo.4.226; volat ,  tMet. 15.848) totthetstars (sideris in 

numerum, Geo.4.227; caelestibus astris, Met.  15.846). Finally, while the bees do 

nottengagettin tsexual treproductiontnor tdottheytgive tthemselvestoverttotVenus, ttnec 

corporatsegnes / intVenerem solvent  (Geo.4.198), Ovidtdescribestatless 

sexualizedtandtmoretmaternaltVenus, onettotwhomtCaesar'stbody istwhollytgiventover: 

[Venus] tCaesaristeripuittmembristnectintaeratsolvi /  passatrecentem 

animamtcaelestibustintulit tastris, "Venustsnatchedtfromtthetbodytofther owntson, 

Caesar, thetnew soultand, nottallowingtit to dissolvetinto thintair, boretit to 

thetheavenlytstars" (Met. 15. 845-6). Intthistway, bytalludingtto Vergil'stbees in the 

narrativetoftCaesar'stdeath, Ovidtascribestthetmiraculoustregenerationtof life from 

death andtdiseasetthattthe beestsymbolizettotCaesar'stcatasterism.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                          
housed by a privatetindividual, the poettSophocles. Sophocles'treception oftAsclepius istthe reason 

the poet wasthonoredtwith the cult title Dexiontafter histdeath (seetEdelstein 1945, T720, for 

references). In thetRomantimportation, atpublic, rathertthantprivate, tentityt (thetSenate) is 

responsibletfortthetimportation. 

(25)tBarchiesi 1997, 189. 

(26) Ibid., 191. 
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Ovid alsotconnects Caesar'stcatasterism, wetwill see, totanothertsupernatural 

regenerativetparadigm: thetrebirthtof thetphoenix (Met.t15.391-407). Hardiethas 

alreadytrecognizedtthe importancetof thetphoenixtbird for thetpoliticstof Caesarian 

succession: 

JuliustCaesar's solutiontis to fabricate a "natural" sontand givethim atnametwhich 

is alsothis own; thistis thetfiction of thetidealtsuccessiontof thetsametby the 

same.... Ideallytthetimperialtsuccessiontshould replicatetthattof the (selfevidently 

fictional) phoenix, whosetmethodtof self-perpetuation, perhapstsurprisinglytfinds 

a placetintPythagoras' discoursetontuniversaltchange (Met. 15.392-407). (27) 

The connectiontbetweentthetmiraculoustbirdtandtthetimperator,  however, istmuch 

more programmatictwhen viewedtin the contexttof othertmiraculoutrebirths. Ovid's 

approximationtof Caesartto miraculoustanimals, thetbugonia beetandtthetphoenix, is 

inked withtOvid'stprogram oftcreating atnarrative oftCaesar's deathtthattcantadequately 

depict thetmiracle oftregeneration. Intthetspeechtof Pythagorastin Book 15 (Met.  

15.365-6), Ovidtclaimstthat thetonlytdifferencetbetween thetphoenixtandtthe bugonia 

(amongtothertanimals thattmiraculouslytregeneratetnewtlife) istthattthetphoenixtis the 

sourcetof itstowntregeneration. Thistis antimportanttdistinction, becausetitthighlights 

howtsimilartthetbugonia andtthe phoenixtmiraclestreallytare.  

OvidtdescribestCaesartintterms thattexplicitlytrecalltPythagoras' accounttof the 

miraculoustphoenixtbird. Jupitertin histspeech to Venustin Book 15 tellsthertthattCaesar 

musttdie: hic suatcomplevit, protquo, tCytherea, tlaboras,  /tempora,  

perfectis,  tquostterraetdebuit ,  tannis,  "thetoneton behalftof whomtyoutlabor, 

Venus, hastcompleted thettime thatthe wastallottedton earth" (15.816-7). thistline 

connectstwith anothertabout thetphoenixtfromtPythagoras' speech: haectubitquinque 

suae complevit tsaeculatvitae, "Whent thistbirdthastcompletedtfivetagestoftitstlife" 

(15.395). OvidtistcleartintthetspeechtoftPythagoras abouttthe importancetof thetphoenix 

in termstof itstabilityttotspontaneouslytregeneratetitself. Aftertgivingtmanytaccountstof 

spontaneoustgeneration, includingtthe famoustbugonia,  Ovidtcontraststthesetmiracles 

withtthistmoretimpressivetexample: 

Haecttamentex aliistgeneristprimordiatducunt,  

unatest, quae reparettseque ipsatreseminet, ales:  

Assyriitphoenicatvocant; nontfrugetneque herbis,  

sed turistlacrimis ettsucotvivittamomi.  

haectubitquinquetsuaetconplevittsaeculatvitae,  

ilicettintramisttremulaequetcacuminetpalmae  

unguibustet purotnidumtsibitconstruittore,  

quotsimultactcasiastet nardi lenistaristas  

quassaquetcumtfulvatsubstravittcinnamatmurra,  

se supertinponittfinitquetintodoribustaevum.  

indetferunt, totidemtquitviveretdebeattannos,  

                                                 
(27)tHardie 1997, 192-3. 
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corpore detpatriotparvumtphoenicatrenasci;  

cumtdeditthuictaetas vires, oneriquetferendotest,  

ponderibustniditramostlevattarboristaltae  

fertquetpiustcunasquetsuastpatriumquetsepulcrum  

perquetlevestauras Hyperionisturbettpotitus  

antetforestsacrastHyperionistaedetreponit.  

                                   (Met. 15.391-407) 

Thesetcreaturestall derivettheir firsttbeginningstfromtothers ofttheir 

kind. Buttone alone, atbird, renewstand re-begetstitself—thetPhoenix 

oftAssyria, whichtfeeds not upontseedstor verduretbuttthetoils of 

balsam andtthettearstoftfrankincense. Thistbird, whentfive long 

centuriestof lifethavetpassed, with clawstand beaktunsullied, buildsta 

nestthighton atloftytswayingtpalm; andtlines thetnesttwithtcassia and 

spikenardtand goldentmyrrh andtshreds oftcinnamontand settlestthere 

atteasetand, sotembowered intspicytperfumes, endsthistlife'stlong 

span. Thentfrom histfather'stbody istreborntatlittletPhoenix, sotthey 

say, to tlivetthetsametlongtyears. Whenttimethastbuiltthiststrength 

withtpowertto raise thetweight, hetlifts thetnest—thetnest histcradle 

and his father's tomb—as lovetand dutytprompt, fromtthatttall palm 

and carriestit acrosstthe skytto reachtthe Sun'stgreattcity, andttbefore 

thetdoors oftthe Sun'stholyttempletlaystit tdown. 

Thetphoenixtgoes totthe temple oftthe Sun attHeliopolistin Egypttwhentit dies, but 

Caesartistassociatedtwith atdifferenttstar andttempletat death, thetstartof thetRoman 

Capitol. Jupitertmakestthistclear inthis commandtto Venus tottransformthertsontintota 

star: 

hanctanimamtintereatcaesotdetcorporetraptam  

factiubar, uttsempertCapitoliatnostratforumque  

divus abtexcelsatprospectettIuliustaede!' 

                                   (Met. 15.841-2) 

"Meanwhile, snatchtthistsoult[of Caesar] fromthistslain bodytand 

maketit atshiningtstar, sotthattdivinetJuliustmaytalwaystlook downton 

ourtCapitol andtForumtfromthis loftyttemple". 

Ovidtconcludes Caesar'stlisttof victoriestfor Rometwith thetdefeattof Egypttwhich 

thwartedtthetenemy'stseductivetattemptttotuse Rome asta hosttto clonetitself: 

RomaniquetducistconiunxtAegyptiattaedae  

nontbenetfisatcadet, frustraqueterittiliatminata,  

servituratsuotCapitoliatnostratCanopo.  

                                  (Met. 15.826-28) 

ThetEgyptiantconsorttof atprincetof Rome, trustingtintwedlocktto her 

cost, shalltfall-vain thenthertthreatsttotmaketmytCapitol thetthralltof her 

Canopus.                                     
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In thistway, Caesar'stCapitolinetstar replacestEgypt'stHeliopolitantsun-king, tthough 

Ovid makes ittclear by histcomparison oftCaesar totthe phoenixtthattpart oftRome's 

victory liestnot so muchtin its resistancetto, but intits assimilationtof Egyptian 

elements.(28) 

Romantassimilationtof Egyptian symbolstin Caesar'stdeath narrativetcantalsotbe 

seen in Ovid'stuse of thettermtCanopus (Met.  15.828), which is not a common Latin 

word. Intfact, beforetitstappearance here, itthadtonly beentusedttwicetbeforetin 

Augustan poetry: once in thetAmores (2.13.7) andtoncetintVergil's description of the 

Egyptiantbugonia (Geo. 4.287), where hetassertstthat the ritualtoriginates in 

Canopus. IntOvid'ststatement thattRome wastintdangertof becomingtthetslave of 

Canopus, thetplace of thetbugonia 'storigin, it seemstthat parttoftCanopus'tthreat istthat 

Rometmay be metamorphosedtinto thetnewtcapital oftuncontrolledtbugonic 

regeneration. Caesar'stassimilationtof thetregenerative powertof suchtmiracles astthe 

bugonia ritual and thetrebirth of thetphoenix suggeststthat thetthreat hastbeen, attleast 

in part, contained. 

The Egyptiantversiontof thetphoenix and itstconnection withtobeliskstfurther 

suggeststa subtexttof conquest andtculturaltappropriation. ThetEgyptiantphoenix, benu, 

is the origintof solartreligion attHeliopolis (IunutintEgyptian), wheretthe temple 

precinct wastcalledt"Domain oftthetBenu," andtis a potenttsymboltof rebirth. The 

origintoftthetuniversetintthetEgyptiantcosmologytbeginstwithtthetflighttoftthetbenutand   

itstlightingtontthe firsttsolidtsubstance: thetbentbentstone whichtarosetouttoftthetNile 

and istdepictedtintEgyptianticonographytastantobelisk.(29) Thetfacttthattthetfamous 

obeliskttransportedttotRome in 10 B.C.E. tandtsettuptin thetCampustMartiustnear the 

AratPacistwastfrom HeliopolistsuggeststthattOvid'stemphasis on Heliopolistin his 

discussiontoftthe phoenixtin Bookt15 is parttof antinterculturaltexchangetat thetlevel of 

politicstbetweentRometandtEgypt.(30) ThetparalleltoftCaesar'stbirthtwith images of 

Egyptiantsuccessiontoftimperialtpowertserve totilluminatetthetissuestofttransferaltof 

                                                 
(28) On the connectiontbetweentAugustus, the Sun, andtHeliopolis, seetBarchiesi 2005, 238, inthis 

discussiontof Ovid'stPhaethontpassage of Met. 1 and 2: "E' possibiletchetper Ovidio iltverotlegame 

tra Apollote Soletsia latpoliticatreligiosatditAugusto etla suatassimilazionetselettivatdellatgrecita 

orientale: iltprincipe etrappresentato aitRomani siatdal suottempio ditApollotPalatino, sia 

dall'importazionetditobelischitdall'egizianatEliopoli; tfratdi essit quellotchetadornavata partiretdal 10 

a.C. il CircotMassimo (l'equivalenteturbanotdell'ippodromotcosmicotpercorsotdal Solete datFetonte) 

suggerivatattraversotla suatiscrizione, iltculto solarete la suatimportanza pertAugusto chete insieme 

nuovo ponteficetmassimote successoretdelle dinastietegizianetdi 'Re-Soli' (ILS 91tAugustuspontifex 

maximus...Aegyptotin potestatemtpopulitRomanitredacta Solitdonumtdedit). Di sicurotquestatrecente 

tradizionetrinforzava iltnessottra poteretimperiale, corsetdeltCirco, etcultotsolare atRoma." 

(29) Ontthe importancetof thetbenu (sometimestspelled bnw) tbird fortthe GreektconceptiontoftEgypt, see 

Stephenst2003, 59-60. Thetbenutbird istdepicted intKoptostasthavingtarmstwhichtaretraised to the 

godtSothis, whichtis thetEgyptiantform of the DogtStar, Sirius. The benutembodiestthe light 

emanatingtfrom thetsun and istdepicted intsome tombtpaintings asttraveling on thetsolartbarque 

alongtwithtRa' (Quirket2001, 27-30). Thetbird istdescribedtin thetBook of thetDead astthetsoul of 

Ra'tandtthetonetwhotbringstOsiristbackttotlife (ibid.). 

(30)tPlin. H.N. 36.71. 
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powertfromtCaesarttotAugustustthattOvidthighlightstintCaesar'stdeathtandtrebirth into a 

healingtandtprotectivetstar. 

FortanytRoman teducated tintEgyptian tloretthe tobelisktthattAugustustimported 

from Heliopolistcertainlytwould evoketa connectiontwithtthe phoenixtbird andtitstclose 

associationtwith thetfirsttobelisk / pyramid, tthe bentbentstone.(31) Furthermore, tthe 

phoenix'stregenerativetacttencodes atparalletnarrativetof kingly succession, since the 

baby phoenix spontaneously regenerated from the father is responsibletfortembalming 

andtdivinizingthistfathertbytenshriningtit intthettempletattHeliopolis, muchtastAugustus 

becomestthe firsttin atlong linetof emperorsttotdivinizethis deadt"father." Intthistway, 

Augustus'tHeliopolitantobelisk and thetcomplextassociationstoftEgyptiantandtRoman 

mythologytsurroundingtittsuggesttthattCaesar's "phoenix-like"tdeathtandtrebirthtista 

part oftOvid'stresituatingtthe roletof Egypttin Romantepic. (32) 

Phoenix, tBugonia, tandtApis 

Nowt that wethave seentthat Romantappropriationtof Egyptiantsymbolstand 

successiontof kingshiptaretimportanttthemes intOvid's descriptiontof Caesartas attypetof 

phoenix, ittis possiblettotunderstandtthe animaltimagerytin atwidertcontexttoftthe 

biological tmechanisms tthat twere tthought tto governtthesetmiraculoustrebirths. tThe 

overlaptbetween thetbugoniatand thetphoenix intterms ofttheir biological 

transformationstsuggeststa fluidtlinktbetweentCaesar,tthetphoenix bird, and the bugonia. 

One way that thetbugonia andtphoenix rebirthstare similartis thattthey both 

depend ontregeneration fromtbones. Intfact, Hesychius' entrytfor bougeneontstates 

explicitly that beestare born fromtthe bones. (33) Vergil'staccount oftthe bees' rebirth 

agrees withtthis inthis emphasiston thetsoftness of thetbones: intereatteneris 

tepefactustintossibustumor / aestuat. . . , "Meanwhile, thetmoisturetintthose 

softenedtbonestwarms andtferments" (4.308-9). Plinyttells us thattthe phoenixtis 

regeneratedtfrom atsimilartbiologicaltmechanism: 

neminemtextitisse quitviderit vescentem, sacrumtin ArabiatSolitesse, vivere 

annis DXL, senescentemtcasiae turisquetsurculistconstrueretnidum, replere 

odoribus ettsuperemori. extossibustdeindetettmedullisteius nascitprimo ceu 

vermiculum, indetfieritpullum, prince... 

                                                                           (H.N. 10.4) 

He tellstus that notperson hastever seentthistbird eat, thattintArabia ittis 

lookedtupon astsacred totthe sun, that ittlives fivethundredtandtforty years, 

that when ittbecomestold ittbuilds atnest oftcassia and sprigstoftincense, 

                                                 
(31)tFortthe obelisktthat Augustustimported fromtHeliopolis, see CIL vi.702; Amm. tMarcell. 27.4.12; 

tStrabo 27.805; tPlin. HN. 36.71. 

(32)tFurthertconfirmation thattOvid is especiallytinterested in thetphoenix as an importanttAugustan 

symboltcantbe retroactivelytextrapolated fromtOvid's use oftanother birdtwith magical powers of 

rebirthtand healing, the ibis, in histexilic poem by thetsametname. The ibis, however, workstas an 

anti- phoenix, intterms of its basetconnectionstwithtpurgingtandtexcrement. 

(33)tSeetBettini 1991, 210. 
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which ittfillstwithtperfumes, and thentlays its bodytdown upon them totdie; 

thattfromtitstbones and marrowtthere springs at firsttatsort oftsmalltworm, 

which inttimetchangestintotatlittletbird. 

Furthermore, bothtthe bugoniatoxtand thetphoenixtaretlinked withtnests filledtwith 

herbs andtovertones oftmummification. (34) Vergiltinstructs thattthetbludgeonedtox 

shouldtbe laidtin a bedtof cassiatandtthyme (4.304), andtPlinyttellstus thattthetphoenix 

alsotdiestandtistreborntonta bedtoftcassia (H.N. 10.4).(35) Thetsimilaritytbetweentthe 

phoenixtandtbugoniatmiraclestsuggests thattCaesar-as-phoenixtcouldtjusttasteasilytfit 

into thetparadigmtoftCaesar-as-bugonia.  PlutarchtsaystthattCaesartwastkilledtlike a 

sacrificialtbulltand thattthetconspiratorstweretthetsacrificerstasttheytalltbludgeonedthim 

totdeath (Caes. 66.10). Thetcorrelationtis, oftcourse, nottneat, sincetCaesar'stdeathtis 

bloody, andtthetEgyptiantbugoniatis meanttto betbloodless. Thetfact thattAristaeus 

deviatestfromtEgyptiantprotocoltby mixingtthe Egyptiantcustom withtthetGreco-Roman 

insistencetontspillingtbloodtsuggeststthattno suchtsmoothttransitiontneedtbetisolated. 

There is a third, miraculous animal, however, that must be analyzed alongside 

thetphoenixtand thetbugonia 'stox-born-bees. ThetApistBulltalsotfunctionstwithintthe 

contexttoftEgyptiantkingshiptandtdivinetrebirth. Thetbulltistrituallytembalmedtattdeath 

andtmournedtintEgypttastthetinstantiationtoftOsiristandtthentistmiraculouslytreborntin 

its nexttincarnation. Stephenstlinks thetbugoniatritual withtthattof thetApistBull, 

suggestingtthat, throughtthetclashtof RomantandtEgyptiantpoliticstandtculturestduring 

andtaftertthe CiviltWars, "Egypttintdefeattprovidedtatcompellingtthoughtambivalent 

paradigm, generalstmighttbecometgods. Sotmighttbulls, orttheytmighttbecometbees."(36) 

Ittseemstthat wetcome fulltcircletthen, intlinkingtthe ApistBull asta typetof 

bugoniattotthe phoenixtsincetbothtanimalsthave royaltassociations andtare symbolstof 

kingship.(37) Aftertall, Phaethontattthetendtof Bookt1, who "flies" totthe Templetoftthe 

SuntintEthiopiattotseetthetSuntKingt (just as the phoenix bird flies to the Temple of the 

Sun at Heliopolis in Egypt totdeposittitstmummifiedtfathertat thetaltartof thetSuntKing), 

is closelytlinkedtwithtEpaphus, whosetnametis derivedtfromtApis.(38) That Ovid was 

aware of the shared features between the two heavenly animals cantbetsupportedtby 

Ovid'stnarrativetstructure. HetendstBook 1 withtIo'sttransformationtfrom atcowtintotIsis 

                                                 
(34)tStephens 2003, 60. 

(35)tPresumably, the spicy, sweettsmelltof thetherbstmask thetdecay. 

(36)tStephens 2004, 160. 

(37)tAlföldi 1997, 143-5, discussesthow the phoenixtbird is atsymboltof the newtage of thetPtolemies. 

(38)tHdt. 2.153; 3.28. The GreektApis istalso connectedtwiththealing: "tἎπιςtγὰρtἐλθὼνtἐκtπέρας 

Ναυπακτίας /tἰατρόμαντιςtπαῖςtἈπόλλωνοςtχθόνα /tτήνδ'tἐκκαθαίρειtκνωδάλωνtβροτοφθόρων, / 

τὰ δὴtπαλαιῶνtαἱμάτωνtμιάσμασι  / χρανθεῖσ'tἀνῆκεttγαῖαtμηνεῖται ἄκη / δρακονθόμιλονtδυσμενῆ 

ξυνοικίαν.""FortApis, seer andthealer, the sontof Apollo, came fromtNaupactuston the farthertshore 

andtpurifiedtthis landtof monsterstdeadly totman, whichtEarth, defiledtby thetpollutiontof bloody 

deeds of old, causedtto spring up, pestilencestcharged withtwrath, antominoustcolonytoftswarming 

serpents"t(Aesch. tSupp. 262-67). OntPhaethontand issuestof successiontof kingshiptintAugustan 

culture, seetBarchiesi 2005, 231. 



 

 

[15] 

 

andtthetbirthtof hetsontEpaphus (Apis), whotistthettransitionaltlinktbetweentthetIo 

narrativetandtthetsubsequenttstorytof Phaethon, a failedtphoenixtbird, astittwere. The 

facttthattAugustustrefusedttotvisittthetshrinetoftthe ApistBull (andtthose of the 

Ptolemies) whenthettouredtEgypttafter histdefeattof AntonytandtCleopatra attActium, 

yettwithinttwotdecadestimportedtantobelisktfromtHeliopolistto Rome, suggeststatdeep-

seatedttensiontoverthowtRometshouldtdealtwithtEgyptiantsymbolstoftdivine kingship.(39) 

Thisttension cantbe felt in Ovid'stallusions totbugonia andtthe phoenixtin 

Caesar'stdeath andtcatasterism intBook 15 andtits contrasttwith thetreference to 

Epaphus, whotis the ApistBull, in Bookt1. In highlightingtthreetmiraculoustGreco- 

Egyptiantanimalstin thetfirst andtlast books, OvidtsupplementstVergil'stmodeltof rebirth 

throughtbugonia. Bugonia, aftertall, istonly onetof manytmiraculoustinstances of 

rebirth, taccording totPythagoras's speech, andtOvidthighlightstthis bytsuggesting 

anothertparalleltfor rebirth intthetmiraculoustbird that isteven moretoverdetermined as 

Egyptian thantthetbugoniatox. Thistresults in atmoretflexible Ovidiantprogram of 

rebirthtthantVergil'stmodel hadtallowed. Vergil'stAugustustat thetend oftGeorgicst4 is 

rigidlytmarkedtas antimagetof OlympiantJove andta unitertof thetfurthesttboundaries of 

thetempire. Ovid'stCaesar, however, istpolyvalent, andtalltaspectstoftmiraculous 

rebirthstaretsubsumed intothis catasterism. IntVergil'stbugonia,  furthermore, 

regenerationtis directedtmore towardtpoetry andtthetpoet (if wetread the beestandthoney 

as a modeltof poetictinitiation), whereastOvidttransforms Caesarthimselftinto a 

regenerativetmechanism. Thetfunctiontof thetbugonia-style "pinata" thattreleases 

honeytwhentit istbeaten is transferred totCaesar'stown body.(40) BytinscribingtEgyptian 

symbolstwithinthis narrative, Ovidtsuggeststthat Romantrebirthtdepends, intpart, on 

controllingtthesetexotic, Easterntmiracles oftregenerationtthrough thetsuccession of 

powertfromtCaesar totOctavian. (41) 

 

 

ThetPestilencetattAegina intMetamorphoses 7:  

Spontaneoustregeneration is nottalways astmajestictas it istin thetimage of bees 

emergingtmiraculouslytfrom atshriveled oxtcarcasstor atphoenixtarising out of a 

burningtpyre. IntBook 7 Ovidtnarrates atpestilenceton thetislandtoftAegina, thetcause of 

whichtsuggeststEgyptiantcontagion. Earlyton intthetpestilence, onetof thetpestilence 

                                                 
(39)tDio Cass. 51.17.5-6 

(40)Thetpinatatritualtandtothertritualstinvolvingtthetbeatingtofteffigiestaretperhapstusefultanthropological 

parallelsttotthetbugonia,tbecause theytshift the focustfrom thetviolence involved intthet"death" to 

thetreleasetof whattis insidetthe body. 

(41)tImperialtpower, however, is nottthe finaltauthority intthe poem. Poetictpower standstas antequally 

importanttaspect oftimperialtidentity, accordingttotOvid.tHardie 1997, 194, pointstout, "Buttthetpoet 

transcendsteventthetideal self-replicationtof the phoenix, finallytexempt fromtthetprocesses of 

change andtdecay as hetremains true to (the bettertpart of) himselftand soarstoff into atperpetual 

immortality." I willtdeal withtOvid's epiloguetand howthis claimtto livetforever istalso linkedtwith 

Callimacheantrejuvenationtat thetendtof thistpaper. 
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symptomstistthe presencetoftsnakes, swarmingtin thetsoil astthey spreadtdisease (7.534-

5), an imagetwhichtevokes Ovid'stearliertdescriptiontintBook 1 of thetNiletsoiltduring 

the repopulationtof the earthtafter thetflood as ittspontaneouslytgeneratestall kindstof 

weirdtcreatures (1.423-38). Onetof thetmonsters totcome outtof thistmuddytbroth is the 

mosttfamoustpestilence-bearing (1.459) snake, Python, which, liketthetsnakes on 

Aegina, alsotspreadstpoisontand diseasetthroughouttthetearth (1.444). (42) 

This Egyptiantpresencetin the pestilencetnarrativetcoherestwith thetVergilian 

and Lucretiantmodelstin theirtattributiontof causationttotAfricantcontagion. Likethis 

models, Ovidtindicatestthat Austertis thetcausetoftAeacus' pestilence: 

principiotcaelumtspissa caliginetterras  

pressittettignavostinclusittnubibustaestus;  

dumquetquatertiunctistexplevittcornibustorbem  

Luna, quatertplenumttenuatatretexuittorbem,  

letiferistcaliditspirarunt aestibustaustri. 

                                             (Met. 7.528-32) 

 

At firsttthetskytweighedtdown upon the earth blacktand 

unbroken, tandtthe clouds shuttintexhaustingtheat. Fourttimestthe 

crescenttmoontfilled hertroundtorb, fourttimestfromthertfulltorb 

she tshrank tand twaned, andtalltthattwearytwhile thethottSouth 

windtblewtfurnacetblaststoftdeath. 

 

ThistemphasistontAuster (whichtis alsotthetinstrument oftdestructiontin thetannihilation 

of thetworld bytflood attMet. 1.264 intthetformtoftNotus) connectstthetpestilence at 

AeginatwithtVergil'stanimaltand beetpestilences andtsuggests atconnectiontwithtEgypt, 

given itstimportance as a sourcetof diseasetand the origintof the Southtwind. Ovid, 

however, doestmore thantmerely addta highertbody counttthan Lucretiustand Vergil. 

The swarmingtsnakes in Aegina'stfields andttheir intertextualtrelationshiptwith Nilotic 

regenerationtat oncetover-determinetEgypt as a sourcetof pestilencetandtsuggest a 

dangeroustcomponent oftEgyptian regenerationtwhich contraststwith Vergil's 

descriptiontof it astensuringtsalutem (Geo.  4.294). Alltof this emphasistontdisease 

with Egyptiantovertonestin the Aeacustepisode, Itsuggest, workstto adumbratetthe 

pestilencetof Metamorphosest15 and the introductiontof the twothealers totthe 

Romantstate, Asclepiustand thetdeified Caesar. Ovidthimselftdrawstexplicittemphasis to 

thetpestilences' similaritiestin Books 7 andt15 bytreferringtto bothtas diratlues, "atdire 

pestilence" (7.523; 15.626). BytdepictingtAegina astenduringtpestilencetconditionstthat 

                                                 
(42) See Pliny HN. 9.179 forta discussiontof the bizarretgeneration oftmice from thetmudtof thetNile. 

Plinytclaims one can actuallytsee creaturestthat are half mouset/thalf mudtafter thetfloodtwaters 

subside. Ovidtdescribestthe same phenomenontof the Nile'stspontaneoustgenerationtof lifetforms 

aftertthetflood (Met. 1. 422-37). 
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aretsimilartto the pestilentialtconditions which arisetfrom uncontrolledtNilotic 

regeneration, Ovid, it appears, is buildingtup tota workabletmodel oftrebirthtthrough 

Romantcontrol over Egypttin his portrayaltof Caesar'stphoenix-liketcatasterismtintBook 

15. Severaltcomparisonstbetween Ovid'stpestilencettopos andtVergil's will help 

supporttthistclaim. 

PestilencetattAegina (Met.7) 

As in Caesar's catasterismtnarrativetof Book 15, Ovid is deeplytengaged with the 

poetictand culturaltissuetof repopulation thattVergil tacklestin thetGeorgics 4. For 

Vergil, pestilencetandtrepopulationtis parttof a meditationton howtthe poettfits intotthe 

new Romantmap aftertOctaviantends thetwar andtbecomes "de factotthe newtpharaoh 

oftEgypt."(43) VergilthastAristaeustreplace thetEgyptiantritual fortrepopulationtwith a 

Hellenictversiontof the sametritual. IntAristaeus' ritualtthe religioustelementtoftsacrifice 

(with the spilling of blood and propitiation of the nymphs, Orpheus, and Eurydice) 

suggeststthattthetEgyptianttechniquetmusttbe supplemented byttraditional Greco-

Romantpiety.(44) Thetresult is atnew populationtof beestthat alsotsymbolizesta new era 

for poetry, nowtthattEgypt's threatthas beentthwartedtand Caesartand Octavianthave 

ensured atplace for thetpoets' leisuretandtpatronage. 

Ovid, however, invertstVergil'stnarrativetof pestilencetandtbugonia. Thetmost 

obvioustinversiontis thetshift fromtanimaltlife changedtintotinsecttlife (bugoniatin 

Geo. 4) andtinsect intotanimal life (Met.7).  Buttthe reformulationtgoestbeyond a 

thematictlevel. OvidtalsotevokestVergil'stbugoniatin histdescriptiontof thetsicktastthey 

are dyingtof thetpestilence. LiketVergil'stimagetof thetdeadtoxen lyingtin atcountry 

grove, Ovidttells oftcorpsestlying intthe woods, buttthe onlytmiracletthat comestfrom 

theirtdecompositiontis that othertpredators willtnot touchtthe dead: 

corporatfoedatiacent, vitianturtodoribustaurae.  

miratloquar: nontilia canestavidaequetvolucres,  

nontcanittetigeretlupi. 

                                   (Met. 7.548-50) 

Foultcorpses lie, theirtstenchttainting thetair, and -whattwas 

wondrous - notgreytwolves, notdogs, nothungrytbirdstwould 

touchtthem. 

Furthermore, thetbodiestof thosetdying fromtthe pestilencetattAeginatsuffertfrom 

symptomstsimilartto thetbiologicaltbreakdowntoftbugoniatox. The ox'stinnardstturn 

intotliquefacta…viscerat (Geo. 4.535), andtOvidtdescribestthetsymptomstof 

pestilencetusingtthetsametwordtdenotingtliquefaction:tcorpora…dilapsa l iquescunt /  

adflatuque tnocent tettagunt tcontagia tlate,  "Bodiestperishedtandtasttheytliquefied 

                                                 
(43)tStephens 2004, 158. 

(44)tStephens 2004, 157-60. 
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theirteffluence spread thetinfectiontfar andtwide" (Met. 7.550-1).(45) Whattwas a 

wonderfultmiracletin Vergiltis cause for further contagion in Ovid.(46)  

Although Ovid inverts Vergil's descriptiontof thetmiraculoustproductivitytof the 

bugonia oxtin histpestilencetnarrative, hetneverthelesstpatternstthetemergencetof the 

newtpopulationtof mentfromtantstontVergil'stdescription oftthe rebirthtof thetbees. 

Vergiltsaystthat thetnewlytgeneratedtbees aretanimalia (4.309), attfirsttdevoidtof feet, 

truncatpedumtprimo(4.310), andtsoonttheytgrowtwings, flockttogethertinto atcrowd, 

and flytinto thetair (4.310-11). Ovid'stants are alsotanimalia (7.636), andtwhen 

Pythagoras brieflytdescribestthe miracletof regenerationtin Bookt15, hetcalls thetlife-

formstthat emergetfromtrotting corpsestanimalia astwell (15.363). WheretVergil's 

bees arettruncatpedumtprimot (4.310), Ovid'stantststandtrectoquetadsistere 

trunco andtshedttheirtmany feet, tnumerumquetpedum (7.640-1), asttheytturntinto 

humans, tbeforetgathering in a crowdtandthailingtAeacustas king, adeunttregemque 

salutant (7.651).(47) Thesetsimilaritiestbetween thetbodily changestof thetmiraculous 

ox andtthe pestilencetvictims, ontthe onethand, andtthe newlytformedtants, on thetother, 

suggesttthat Vergil's bugonia istan importanttmodeltfor thistscene, althoughtOvid's 

humans aretdenied thetmiracle of regenerationtof life fromtputrefaction that thetbees 

enjoy intVergil. Thetfact that Ovid invitestthe readertto expect atbougonictmechanism 

of rebirthtin histallusions totVergil, but insteadtthwarts thistexpectationtby relyington a 

corpse-lesstregeneration, suggeststthattparttof thetOvidiantprogram oftepic poetrytdeals 

with thetproblem ofthow totregenerateta devastatedtpopulation. Thistthwarted 

expectationtof regenerationtcan only betfulfilled intCaesar's usurpationtof the 

bougonictmechanismtintBook 15. 

AeacustandtAristaeus:  

Decayingtbodiestaretnottthetonlytlink betweentVergil's andtOvid'stpestilences. 

IntGreektand Romantmyth andtpoetry Aeacustand Aristaeusthavetmuchtintcommon, 

includingtdivine, thoughtcontested, patrimoniestand thetability tothealtpestilences. This 

overlaptbetween thettwo istespecially noteworthytgiventAristaeus' conspicuoustabsence 

                                                 
(45) ThetHippocraticttreatise The SacredtDisease claimstthat epilepsytmelts thetbrain andtturns ittinto 

water (14). 

(46) Plutarchtcommentington a line of Archilochus, describestthe differencestbetween corpsestwhich rot 

from humiditytversus dessicationtin terms thattsound liketOvid's pestilence: t"tτὴνtγὰρtσελήνην 

ἠρέμα χλιαίνουσαν ἀνυγραίνεινtτὰtσώματα, tτὸνtδ' ἥλιονtἀναρπάζεινtμᾶλλονtἐκ τῶν σωμάτωνtτὸ 

νοτερὸνtδιὰ τὴνtπύρωσιν·tπρὸς ὃtκαὶ τὸν Ἀρχίλοχονtεἰρηκέναιtφυσικῶςt’ἔλπομαι, πολλοὺςtμὲν 

αὐτῶνtΣείριοςtκαθαυανεῖ tὀξὺςtἐλλάμπων·""For thetmoontwithtits slighttwarmthtsoftenstcorpses, 

whereas the suntinsteadttakes uptthe moisturetfrom corpsestbecausetof thetburningtheat. Intlight of 

this Archilochusthas spokentscientifically: 'manytof them, Itexpect, willtbe driedtuptby thetDog 

Star'stfiercetrays'" (Plut. Quaest. conv. 658b 1-6). 

(47) Theretis also antinterestingtlinktwithtVergil'stanimaltpestilencetin Ovid'stant miracle. WhentAeacus 

apportions thetland tothis newtsubjects, hetdescribestit astvacuostpriscistcultoribustagros (7.653), 

and Vergiltdescribestthetlandtdevastatedtby pestilencetintGeorgicst3tastdesertaquetregna / 

pastorumtettlonge saltustlatequetvacantis (3.476-7). 
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from thetMetamorphoses,  especiallytin thetActaeontepisode oftBook 3, intwhich 

genealogicaltconsistencytwouldtsuggest that hetshould havetbeen acknowledged as 

Actaeon'stfather. As wetwill see, Aeacustassumes manytelements oftthe Vergilian 

Aristaeus, andtthis reworkingtof the Vergiliantmodel is parttof Ovid'stprogram of 

building towardtsuccessful healingtand successiontmodels intCaesar's deathtand 

transferaltof powertto Augustustin Book 15. 

Both aretchildren ofta god (Aeacus: JupitertandtAegina; Aristaeus: Apollotand 

Cyrene); bothtgivetsimilartspeeches beseechingttheir parentstfor help, andtboth 

rhetoricallytquestionttheirtpaternity astchildren oftgods, giventtheir verythuman 

sufferings. Aristaeustprays totCyrene: 

"mater, tCyrenetmater, quaetgurgitisthuius 

ima tenes, quid metpraeclaratstirpetdeorum 

(si modo, quemtperhibes, patertest ThymbraeustApollo) 

inuisumtfatistgenuisti?"  

                                        (Geo.4.321-24) 

"Cyrene, οtmytmother, dwellingtthere deeptdown beneathtthistpool, 

why didtyou beartmetfor fatettotspurn, thoughtsprungtfromtseedtdivine 

(If, astyou say, mytfather istindeedtApollotLordtoftThymbra)." 

Aeacus prays to Jupiter: 

"Iuppiterto!" dixi, "sittetnontfalsatloquuntur  

dictatsubtamplexustAeginaetAsopidostisse,  

nectte, magnetpater, nostritpudettessetparentem,  

auttmihitreddetmeos..." 

                                 (Met. 7.615-118) 

"GreattJove, unlesstit's butta lietthat thoutdidst holdtAeginatintthinetarms, 

and thou, Almighty Father, arttashamedttotbetmytparent, givetmytpeople 

backttotme...". 

Furthermore, bothtAristaeustandtAeacustdemandtthat theirtdivinetparents eitherthelp 

them ortdestroytthemtandtendttheirtsuffering. AristaeustpraysttotCyrene: 

"en etiamthunctipsumtuitaetmortalisthonorem,  

quemtmihituixtfrugumtettpecudumtcustodiatsollers  

omniattemptantitextuderat, ttetmatretrelinquo.  

quintagetettipsatmanutfelicisteruetsiluas,  

fertstabulistinimicumtignemtatquetinterficetmessis,  

uretsatatettualidamtintuitistmoliretbipennem,  

tantatmeaetsittetceperuntttaediatlaudis."  

                                       (Geo.4.326-32) 

"Eventthistcrowntoftmytearthlytlifetwhichtskilfulthusbandrytof 

cropstandtherdstandteverytenterprisethasthardlytfashionedtfortmetI 

musttresigntthoughthavingtyoutforta mother. Come, yourselftwith 

yourtownthands roottup mytfruitful orchards, bringtarsontto my 
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stalls, murdertmy crops, burntup mytseedlings, wieldtatbattle-axe 

againsttmytvines, iftyou havetgrown sotsick oftwhatthastbeen my 

pride". 

AndtAeacusttotJupiter: 

"auttmihitreddetmeostauttmetquoquetcondetsepulcro!" 

                                             (Met. 7.618) 

"Givetmytpeopletbackttotme, or sendtme to thetgravetmyself!. 

AristaeustandtAeacustthustdemandtintsimilar termsteither help ortdestruction, andtthey 

bothtdoubtttheirtpaternity. Aeacustin particulartis besettby issuestoftpaternity, sincethis 

twotlegitimatetsons, Peleustand Telamon, areteventuallytexiledtfrom Aeginatfor 

murderingttheirtstep-brother, Phocus, duettotjealousytovertAeacus' favortforthim. These 

issuestoftproblematictregime-changetand constructedtpaternities willtcome tota headtin 

Book 15, wheretOvidtresortstto creatingta faketgenealogy totsupport thetcomedy of 

innocencetthattOctavian istactuallytCaesar'stson. 

Aeacustis also atfamousthealer, and thistfact istan importanttpart ofthis identity 

intmyth astthe exemplartof "justtkingship." This aspecttof histpersona furtherthighlights 

thetironytthat histkingdomtis besettby bothtincurablet (at leasttbytAeacus'tmeans) 

pestilencetandtsuccessiontcrises.(48) Aeacustalsotcured atmajortpestilencetthattbesettall 

Greece, andtDiodorus saystthattthe causetof thistpestilencetwas Minos' prayertthat 

Greecetshould suffer intrecompensetfor thetslaughter of histson Androgeos.(49) Aeacus' 

roletas athealertfitstwith histstatus astthe mosttjust kingtin Greece, whichtassuredthim 

thetpositiontof judgetof the deadtin thetunderworld. AstCarnestputstit in histexposition 

of Pindar'stNemean 8, onetof thetmanytodestabouttAegina,  

Aiakos… guaranteestall thattis good fortAigina, bothtvia histrole astfounder of 

and paradigmtfor Aiginetantexcellence and throughthis status asthero, honoredtby 

the citytandtpoettfor histabilitytto confertbenefitstonthistmoderntdescendents. ... 

                                                 
(48) Oenonetthe originaltname oftAegina, wastalso a healertand thustcontributes to thetoverdetermination 

of pestilencetand healingtmotifs at Aegina. Oenone, liketMedea, wastskilled intherbs. IntOvid's 

Heroides, Oenonetis describedtin termstsimilar totApollo MedicustintMetamorphoses 1: 

quaecumquetherbatpotenstadtopemtradixquetmedentit/tutilis inttototnascitur orbe, meatest, "My 

skilltreachestto every herbtandthealing roottwhich thetfertiletearthtproduces" (Ep. 5.147-8). tOenone 

was thetonlytone whotknew howttotheal thetwoundtParistendured intthe TrojantWar, but she 

refusedttothelptafter he betrayedther. 

(49)tDiod. 4.72.5. Thistis an ironictmythologicalttwist, sincetOvidthastMinostcome totasktAeacustfor 

help intdefeatingtAthens. Apollodorustsays thetcause oftthe pestilencetthattAeacustcurestistPelops' 

curse (3.12.6). OntAeacustand histhealing of thetpestilence, seetPaus. 2.29.8. tThetimagetof the 

Atheniantpestilence thattMinos inflictston Athenstas vengeancetfor Androgeos'tdeathtand thetyearly 

tributetoftAtheniantyouths totCretetto betfed totthe Minotaurtis the verytimagetthattVergiltdescribes 

as adorningtthettempletat Cumae intAeneid 6: inforibustletumtAndrogeo; turntpenderetpoenas / 

Cecropidaetiussit (miserum!) septenatquotannis / corporatnatorum... ., "Ontits doorstwastdepicted 

the murdertof Androgeostand thereaftertthe Athenians'tdreadfultpenance, the yearlyttributetof seven 

youths, Οtcrueltexpiation!" (Aen. 6.20-2). 
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He istrenowned nottfor histdeeds buttfor histinherenttqualities, forthistvery 

existence. PindartpraisestAiakostnotttotelevatetthetherotbutttotelevatethimself—

the poet's tselection tof tthis tworthy tsubject, ttcombinedtwithtthethero'stfavor, 

guaranteetthetvaliditytofthistutterance. (50) 

LiketthetEgyptiantnotiontof Ptolemytas atsourcetof fertilitytfor thetlandscapetthrough 

histjusttkingship, Aeacustis thetGreektparadigmtof thet justtkingtwhotsecuresthealth 

andtfertiletlandtforthistpeople. IntthetAeacustnarrativetOvidtthustchoosestthetmosttjust 

modeltoftkingshiptasthistparadigmtoftpostdiluvian, humantrepopulation, andtittistonly 

fittingtthatthetshouldtdo so, sincetPindartdepictstAeacustas equatedtwithtJupiter, and 

Jupiter, of course, is thetlynchpintin thetfirst destructiontandtrepopulationtof 

thetworld.(51) 

Yet thisthuman/heroic modeltof pestilencetand repopulationtis flawed. Intthe 

Greektversiontof the myth "Aiakostand histfamily exhibittmany of thetdestructivettraits 

(father-sontconflict; fratricidaltstrife; failuretof succession) characteristictof 

autochthony."(52) Ovidtdoes nottlet Aeacustoff thethook, either. IntBook 11, Ovid 

explicitlytaddresses Peleus' crimetintmurderingthistbrother (266-81). Bytportrayingtthe 

paradigmtoftearthlytkingshiptas besettbytproblems of successiontandtthetheroic 

childrentof gods as distrustingttheirtpaternity, Ovidtsuggests thatta humantmodel of 

kingship willtalways betdoomed. Moretspecifically, thetinternecine, familytstrife 

suggests that even the most just king cannot stop civil war. A recenttcommentary on 

Pindar'stAeginetantOdestsupportstthistview, in its argumenttthattthetimagetof thetsons 

of Aeacus (Peleus, Telamon, and Phocus) prayingttogethertintsolidaritytaroundtthetaltar 

of ZeustontAegina intNemean 5 (preciselytwhatttheytdo not dotin the other myths) is 

atreactionttotthetinternaltstrifetontthe islandtattthe time oftthe ode'stcomposition.(53) 

Ovid, asthistdepiction oftCaesar'stapotheosistin Book 15 makestclear, showstthat only a 

god cantlegitimateta successortwith thetrequisitetpaternity to blesstthe landtwith 

fruitfulnesstandtthe peopletwiththealth. 

PestilencetandtAetiology 

Settingtforthtsometimportanttstructuraltconnectionstbetween the Aitiatand 

Book 7 oftthe Metamorphosestwill showtthattOvid istusurpingtthe aetiologicaltmode 

of "diagnosis" in histmeditationton kingshiptin the Aeginetantpestilencetnarrative. Ovid 

sets histmodeltfortpestilencetfurthertbacktinthistory thantThucydidestandtLucretiustin 

                                                 
(50)tCarnes 1996, 87. 

(51) Ibid. Aristaeustis alsotequatedtwithtZeus intCall. Ait. 3 (Fr. 75.33 Pf.) tand Pi. tPyth. 9.63-5, twhere 

is alsottsimultaneouslytequatedtwithtApollo. 

(52)tCarnest1995, 11. This mythictpersonatof Aeacus must betcontrasted with histrole in Greektcult. The 

cult oftAeacus attAegina wastinstrumentaltin Atheniantpolitics duringtthe PersiantWars, whentthe 

Athenianstbroughttwhat istthought totbe the bonestof AeacustfromtAegina totAthenstduring the 

warst asta talismantof goodtlucktandtfertility (Paus. t2.29.6-9; Herod. t8.64.2). See Nagyt1990, 57. 

(53)tPfeijffert1999, tad N. t5.11-16.tPerhapstVergil'stdepiction oftanothertfamoustset oftbrothers, 

RomulustandtRemus, prayingttogethertin Aen. 1.292 recallstPindar'stdescriptiontof Peleustandthis 

siblingstpraying intNemean 5. 
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their narrativestoftthe Atheniantpestilencetduring thetPeloponnesiantWart(though not as 

far back astVergil's pestilencetin the age of ChirontandtMelampus). AlthoughtOvid 

opens thetMetamorphoses withta symbolict"worldtpestilence," histextended and 

explicit pestilencetnarrativestin Books 7 and 15 aretsettsquarely withintthetrealm of 

whattwould betconsideredtancientthistory.(54) Thetpestilence attAeginatin Book 7 istset 

in thetage of Minos, consideredtby Thucydidestas the firsttimperialtthalassocracytand 

imperialtpower in thetMediterranean, andtthe pestilencetof Book 15 istan accounttof the 

pestilencetthattactuallytbeset Rometintthe thirdtcentury B.C.E. tOvidtbeginstBook 7 with 

the storytof Medeatand Jasontand thentimmediatelyttransitions totMinos' visittto Aegina 

to seek aid intattacking Athenstin revengetfor thetdeath of histsontAndrogeos. Aeacus 

refuses, claimingtan alliancetwith Athens, and Minostdeparts, pledgingtdestructiontfor 

Aegina'strefusal. Attthistmoment, antAtheniantambassador (Cephalus) arriveston 

Aeginatasking forthelp in defendingtitself against Minos, and, as hetacceptstAthens' 

request for militarytsupport, Aeacusttells the story of histisland's sufferingtfrom the 

pestilencetand thetmiraculoustrepopulation of its peopletfrom ants. 

A crucialtaspect intOvid'stchoice oftMinos astthe openingtcharactertin the 

Aeginetantpestilencetnarrative is thattCallimachustbegins histfirst aitiontwith Minos 

(fr.1.45, Pf.). Fantuzzitand Huntertfind greattsignificancetin thetfact thattCallimachus' 

first ait iontof thetAitiatis set in Minoanttimes: 

ThetTheogonytbrings its story downttotZeus'tmatingstwithtwomentoftthe 

generation before thetTrojantwar...UnliketthetWorks andtDays, the maintbody of 

thetpoem (Theogony) remainstvery firmlytin what ittis fair totthinktof 

astmythicttime. The firsttaition of Callimachus'tpoem, however, istsettin 

thettimetoftMinos, thetgreat AegeantkingtwhotlivedtlongtbeforetthetTrojantWar, 

buttto whomtThucydides (1.4.1) givestspecialtprominence as 'the earliesttman of 

whomtwe knowtbytreporttto have established atfleet' 

andtwhosetruletmarkedtatturning-pointtintAegeanthistoryt(1.8.2). 

DidtCallimachustuse Minostas atfurthertmarkertthatthis poemtwas totbecometthe 

standardtaccounttoftperiodstcovered by oraltandtwrittenttradition, astHesiodtprovided 

the authoritytfor earliertevents? Thetfact thattthe storytof Minostistfollowed by 

narrativestof thetArgonauts andtof Heracles, andtthat thetwholetfour-booktpoem 

finishes withtCallimachus' owntpatrons, EuergetestandtBerenice, lendstcolourtto the 

ideatthattthe Aitiatis to betseen as atcomplete 'human' history totmatch thet'divine' 

historytoftthe Theogony. Ovid'stMetamorphoses subsequentlytcombinestbothtby 

movingtfrom chaos to Augustus. (55) 

This is an important observation, andtOvid'stevocationtof Callimachus'topening aition 

in Aitia 1 is atsignificanttmarkertof transitiontto thetinter-regnum, so totspeak, of the 

slipperytdividetbetweentmythtand history. Minos'tthreattoftAegeantdominationtand the 

                                                 
(54) Accordingttotchronology, OvidtshouldthavetincludedtthetMinoststory intBook 2, aftertthetEuropa 

narrative, sincetshe is histmother, sotthe facttthat OvidtpostponestMinostuntil Book 7tsuggeststthat 

thetepisode isthighlightedtby its intentionaltmidlle positiontin thetpoem. SeetCole 2004, 355-422.  

(55)tFantuzzitandtHunter 2004, 55. 
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Aeginetantpestilencetalsotmarktthetmid-point intantepictthat is chronologically and 

narratologicallytheaded towardta similartupheaval intBook 15. In thetfinaltbook of the 

poem, Ovidttransitions from thetgeneration of ancienttand legendarytRepublicantheroes 

such astNuma and Cipustto the reigntof Augustus andthis containmenttof threatstat 

hometand abroad, especiallytintEgypt.(56) It is significanttthat eachttransition (to 

thalassocracytin Book 7 andtto empiretin Book 15) is precededtby atpestilence. We 

havetno waytof knowingtwhethertCallimachus includedta pestilencetintAitia 1, but it is 

safettotsay thattCallimachus'tAitia is antimportanttpart of Ovid'sttreatment of 

pestilencetand repopulation. Callimacheantechoes are part of Vergil'stprogram of 

transitioning intotthe "AegyptotCapta" sectiontof the Georgics,  totuse thetlegendtof 

the coin, as istevidenttin the Callimachean-influencedttemple thattVergil erects and the 

Callimacheantallusionstthroughout thetNorican andtbee pestilencestof Books 3tand 4. 

Now wetcan seetthattCallimachus istsimilarly parttof Ovid'sttransition intota liminal 

period in Greekthistory in which pestilencetis not just a convenienttdevice oftarchaic 

poetstsuch as Homertanymore. It nowthas overtonestof moderntAegean-widetpolitics 

and adumbratestthe actualtpestilences thattbeset Athenstand earlytRome. 

One waytOvidtexplicitlytevokes Callimachustin histnarrative oftAegina is 

through thetimage oftcontroltover islands. CallimachustdescribestMinostin the first 

lines of thetfirst ai tiontof his poemtas yoking thetislands oftthe Mediterranean: καὶ 

νήσωνtἐπέτεινεtβαρὺνtζυγὸνtαὐχένιtΜίνως, "and Minoststretchedta heavytyoketontthe 

necktof thetislands" (Fr. 4.1 Pf.). Ovidtmirrors this bytopening the Aeacustsection of 

Book 7 withta similartimage: 

antettamentbellotvirestadquirittamicas,  

quaquetpotensthabitustvolucritfretatclassetpererrat:  

hinctAnaphentsibitiungittettAstypaleiatregna,  

(promissistAnaphen, regnatAstypaleiatbello);  

hincthumilemtMyconontcretosaquetruratCimoli  

florentemquetthymotSyrontplanamquetSeriphon  

marmoreamquetParon, quamqutinpiatprodidittArne 

                                           (Met.7.459-65) 

But firsttbytforcethe [Minos] soughttalliancestandtin histflyingtfleet, his 

power'stbase, hetroamedtthetAegeantsea. HetgainedtAstypalaeatand 

Anaphe, thetfirsttbytforce, bytpromisestthetother; hetgainedtlow 

Myconos, Cimolos'tfields, thosetchalkytfields, andtSyrostwheretthe 

thymetflowersteverywhere, Seriphos'tleveltplaintandtParos'tmarbletisle, 

thattimpioustArnetoncetbetrayed. 

Ovidtcontinuestwith thetlist oftislandstuntil hetreachestAegina. Thetmentiontof Paros 

at 15.465 istparticularlytevocativetof Callimachus' first aition, sincetMinos iston this 

                                                 
(56) On thettensiontbetweentkingship andtRepublican idealstin thetCipustepisode, seetBarchiesi 1997, 

185-7. 
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islandtwhenthe hearstthat histson, Androgeos, is dead: ....].τ̣α [..............]..κῶςtἄν̣[ις 

αὐλῶν ⌊ῥέζεινtκαὶtστεφέωνtεὔαδεtτῷtΠαρίῳ⌋, "... whytthe Parianstwant notoboes, no 

garlandstat theirtsacrifice" (Fr. 3, Pf.). Furthermore, Ovid'stmentiontof Anaphetat line 

461 evokestthetsecond aitiontoftAitia 1, in whichtCallimachustaskstwhytritual abuse 

is parttof thetworship oftApollo ontthe islandtof Anaphe. Callimachustthentproceeds to 

tell thetstory oftJason and the Argonautstto addresstthetaetiology fortthetcustom.(57) It 

cannot betcoincidence that immediatelytpriortto thetnarrativetof MinostandtAeacus' 

pestilencetattAegina, Ovidthadtjust toldtthe storytof Jason andtthe Argonauts. It is as if 

Ovid'stlisttoftislandstprovestto be a waytof "yoking" Callimacheantauthority asthe 

retellstCallimachus' narrativetabouttMinos, just as Minostsought authoritytbytyoking 

the islandstof thetAegean.(58) 

Pindartindicates that whentAegina, thetparamourtof Jupiter, comesttotOenone, 

the originaltname oftthe island, to deliverthertson, Aeacus, thetislandtis emptytand is 

onlytpopulatedtwhentantstare turnedtinto mentsimply totgive Aeacustsubjects, not to 

restorettothim atracetof mentthat wastalreadytthere (Pind. Isth. 8, Ol. 8). Bytrewriting 

Pindar'stnarrativetto havetAeacus' populationteliminatedtatstirpe bytpestilence, Ovid 

reformulatestthettraditional myth, beggingtthetquestion why hetwouldtchoosettothave a 

wholetgenerationtwipedtout only to betrepopulated. Itsuggest thetanswertlies intthe 

Ovidiantsubtext thatteven the bestthuman kingtcannot be athealertunless he istdivine. 

As Ovidtmakestclear in Book 15, Caesartis the modelthead oftstate whotis also athealer. 

AlthoughtAeacus istoverdetermined intGreektliterature as thetparadigmtof kingly 

justice, in Ovid'sthands,thistjust naturetdoes himtno good, sincethis sonstbecome 

fratricidestandtexiles, histlegitimatetheirs aretscattered, and he growstold andtdies. 

Jupiter, in a speechton Olympustintended to quelltthe gods'tanger thatttheirtfavorite 

mortals grow old, uses Aeacus (as well as Minos) as a paradigm of this lamentable state 

of humanity: (59) 

quae sitmutaretvalerem,  

                                                 
(57) SeetNisetich 2001, 67. 

(58) It is perhaps noteworthytthat the image oftMinos seekingtin vain the aidtof islandstrecalls the 

difficultiestof Letotas shetroams thetMediterraneantlooking fortislands to helpther givetbirth to 

ApollotintCallimachus'tHymn to Delos, astwell as thetHomeric Hymntto Apollo. tAegina, tanother of 

Zeus'tparamours, talsotsuffered thetfate ofthavingtto look fortan islandton whichtto bearther son 

Aeacus, due totHera'stwrath, furthertsuggestingtthat Ovid'stemphasiston Minos'tisland-hoppingtistan 

importanttevocationtof thetnecessitytfortlegitimatetbirth stories. What'stmore, bothtthetmyth of 

Leto'standtAegina'stbirthingstindicatetthat whentthey cometto the hosttisland, it istdeserted (Hom. 

hymn. tAp. 78). 

(59) IntactualtAeginetanthistory, Athensteventuallytrazed Aeginatto thetground (Thuc. t2.27), yet 

preservedtthe bones oftAeacus asta talismantof safetytand establishedta culttof AeacustattAthens 

(Hdt. t5.80.1). 
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nectnostrumtseri curvarenttAeacontanni,  

perpetuumquetaevi floremtRhadamanthusthaberet  

cum Minoetmeo, qui proptertamara tsenectae  

ponderatdespicitur, nec quotpriustordinetregnat. 

DictatIovistmovere deos; nectsustinet  

ullus, cumtvideattfessostRhadamanthontet Aeacon annis  

et Minoa, queri. quitdum fuittintegertaevi,  

terruerattmagnastipsotquoquetnomine  

gentes; tuncterattinvalidus...  

                                      (Met. 11.266-70) 

"If I couldtalter it. mytAeacustwould not betstooping in histlast late 

years, and Rhadamanthustwould enjoytthe flowertof youthtfor ever 

and mytMinos, too, whomtnow the bittertburdentof oldtage has 

broughtttotscorn, who'lltnever knowtagaintthe majestytin which he 

once heldtreign." Jove'stwordstwere moving. No godtcouldtcomplain 

whenthetsawtAeacus and tRhadamanthustandtMinostworn twith 

years. Why, in histprime the verytname of Minosthad strucktfear in 

mightytnations, but bytthen histstrengthtwastfailing. 

DespitetAeacus' statustas atparadigmtof justtkingship (in the worldtof thetlivingtand as 

judge in thetunderworld), he stilltages liketeveryone else. Giventthetprominence of 

Callimachus'tAitia intOvid's narrativetof MinostandtAeacus, it istlikelytthattOvid's 

emphasis ontAeacus' deteriorationtthrough agingtevokestCallimachus' statustin the 

prologuetof thetAitia as antailing oldtman andthistsubsequenttrejuvenation tothealth 

and youthtthrough thetMuses and throughtcomposing thetAitia. (60) Posidippus'tprayer 

to the Musestthat he betgranted atlong lifetand atpath totRhadamanthystas antoldtman 

(Pos. 118, AustintandtBastianini) furthertsuggeststthattAeacus (astRhadamanthys' 

fellowtjudge intthetunderworld) istparttofta Hellenisticttopostof poetictaging. Intthis 

way, Ovidtshows thattit takestmoretthanta goodtking andtjudge, as Aeacustis, totinitiate 

culturaltrejuvenation. As wetsaw in thetdiscussion oftCaesar'stcatasterism, itttakes a 

Julian. Thetpoet, and bytextension, thetMuses, are alsotimportanttsourcestofttherapy 

andthealing. IntjuxtaposingtAeacus in histprime as atjust kingtintBook 7 andtthe 

lamentabletAeacustintBook 9, Ovidtpreparestthetreadertfortthetfinal, Romantparadigm 

of government. Intthistultimatetmodel, the poet is atpowerfultally to thetprincepstin 

bestowingthealthtandtprosperity (liketCallimachustin thetprologue to the Αitia) 

through thetpoet's uniquetrelationshiptto thetMuses. 

Vergiltset the precedent intthe Georgics fortsuccessfultrepopulationtof the 

diseasedtbeestthrough the ritualtof antoxtthat is miraculouslyttransformed bytitstdeath 

into a newtlifetform. OvidtappropriatestVergil'strepopulationtmodel bytturningtstones 

intotpeople (Met.  1) andtants intotmen (Met. 7) aftertannihilationtof bytpestilences of 

                                                 
(60)  SeetNisetich 2001, 61-5. 
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one sorttortanother. Alltof thesetrepopulatedtraces, Vergil'stbees, Ovid'ststone- andtant- 

men, aretsturdiertthantthe racettheytreplaced andtadumbrate, Itsuggest, thet"newtrace" 

oftRomanstthattAugustust"creates" aftertthetCiviltWars. 

Vergil'stbeestproducedtbytthe Egyptiantbugoniataretwarlike: theytshoottinto 

thetskytlike Parthiantarrows (4.312-14). Intatsimilartfashiontthetbeestthat are 

repopulatedtbytAristaeus' oxtritualtseemtto betreborntinto atwarlike, epictworld, since 

theytrecalltthetfirsttmetaphortof thetIliad: thetAchaeanstat counciltaretlikenedtto a 

swarmtof beestthattcluster liketa bunchtof grapes (βοτρῡδόν, Il .  2.89) ontthetspring 

flowers, justtastAristaeus' beestflytin atswarmtstraighttandtclustertat thettoptof attree 

liketgrapes, lendstuvamtdemitteretramis (Geo. 4.558). (61) 

Similarly, Ovid'stdescriptiontof the humanstthattrepopulatet the earthtfrom 

stonestin Met. 1 aretimbuedtwith attoughtnature: 

inquetbrevitspatio superorumtnuminetsaxa  

missatviri manibustfaciem traxeretvirorum  

et de femineotreparata esttfemina iactu.  

indetgenustdurum sumustexperiensquetlaborum  

et documentatdamus quatsimus originetnati. 

                                               (Met.1.411-15) 

In a brieftwhile, bytHeaven'stmysterioustpower, the stonestthetman 

had throwntwere formedtas men, thosetfromtthetwoman'sthand 

reshapedtastwomen. Hencetwe arethard, we childrentof thetearth, 

and in our livestof toiltwetprove outbirth. 

Likewise, the post-Aeaceantpopulation oftAegina, the warliketMyrmidons, retaintthe 

sturdytnaturetof thetants:  

Myrmidonasquetvocotnectoriginetnominatfraudo.  

corporatvidisti; mores, quostantetgerebant,  

nunctquoquethabent: parcumtgenus esttpatiensquetlaborum  
quaesitiquettenaxtet quodtquaesitatreservet.  
                                           (Met.7.654-7) 

ItcalltthemtMyrmidons, atname tottelltin truthttheirtorigin. Their 

buildtyoutsaw: theirttraits theytkeep, a thriftytlot, graspingttheir 

gainstandthoardingtwhattthey'vetgot. 

The Myrmidonstare bellicosetandttough, much likethumankind aftertthetflood. This 

emphasiston thetMyrmidonstas a hardtrace thattendures labortalso couldtapply to the 

ethnic stereotypetof thetItalians and Romanstas a tough, laboringtstock. The storytof 

CipustintMetamorphoses 15.552-621 demonstratestthistwell. The RomantRepublican 

PraetortCipus, who, as AlessandrotBarchiesi hastshown, adumbratestthe tensionstover 

kingshiptintCaesar's andtAugustus' careers, andtthereforetistantappropriatetmodeltof the 

                                                 
(61) SeetFarrell 1991, 252. 
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ideal RepublicantRoman, istdescribed inttermstsimilar totAeacus andthis newtrace of 

sturdytmen.(62) BothtAeacus andtCipus arethailed astkings intsimilar language (Aeacus: 

regemquetsalutant 7.651; Cipus: 'rex,' ait 'o!tsalve!' 15.581). Moretimportantly, both 

Cipus' andtAeacus' newtrace istcomposed of hardtworkers. Ovidtsays that the 

Myrmidonstare aretmen oftlabor andtarettenax,  andtCipus istdescribed as beingtable 

to plowtfromtdawntto sunset (15.619). In thistcontext, thetnewly createdtMyrmidons are 

an idealtrace, nottonly fortKingtAeacus, but also fortAugustus. 

The facttthattAsclepius andtCaesar aretboththailed astgods intthe following 

narrativetpanel (Asclepius, 15.731; Caesar 15.746) inttermstrecallingtOvid'stdescription 

of AeacustandtCipus astkingstcompletestthettrajectorytfrom modelstof kingshiptto 

modelstoftdivinity. Thistlink betweentAeacus, Cipus, Asclepius, andtCaesar, then, 

suggests that tcus as a kingtaretconsonanttwith thetAugustan "revolution" aftertthetCivil 

Wars: Augustustis receivedtas saviortof Rometaftertthe "pestilence" oftwar, securingta 

new, toughertracetof Romans.(63) In thistcontexttAeacus' Aeginatcan betseen, then, as a 

type of Rome, destroyedtandtrenewed withta newtgovernmenttand atdisciplined 

population. 

Yet Aeacus' well-documentedtfailurestin securingta smoothttransferaltof power 

and thetinternecinetstrifetamong histchildren alsothighlight thetradicaltand "successful" 

naturetof thetpestilencetandtrestoration in Met.  15. CaesartandtAugustustas "healers" 

on partwith Asclepiust havetensuredtthattrestorationtandtrepopulationtwill notlonger be 

necessary, sincetthey haveteradicated thetforeigntthreats andtremade thetRoman 

populationtfor an age of peacetandtfertility. 

Conclusion:  

Vergil claimstin thetpestilences of Georgics  3 and 4 that thetpoet knowstthe 

techniquestto cure animaltand beetpestilencestand situatestthese pestilencestwithin the 

politicaltandtmythologicaltcontextstof Romantboundarytzones. (64) Noricumtand Egypt 

are the geographicaltperipheriestwhich aretunited bytCaesar'sttriumphs, but thetpoet 

displaystequaltauthority intresituating Romantpoetry intrelation to its nowtinoculated 

Egyptiantmodels. Wetcan see thist re-"orientation" oftRomantpoetry attthe endtof both 

                                                 
(62) PresumablytAeacustis equallytas sturdytandtdurustas thetMyrmidons, tsincethe and his sonstare the 

onlytsurvivors of thetpestilence. tBarchiesi 1997, 181ff. 

(63) CipustandtAsclepius, intparticular, havetantimportanttsimilarity: theytboth havethorns, ttwhich 

scholarsthavetinterpretedtas atsymboltof kingshiptandtdivinity.tBarchiesit1997,t181ff., pointstout 

thattCipus'ttwinthornstaret possiblytprefiguredtbytVergiltintAeneid 6, wheretRomulustistdescribed 

asthavingtgeminaetcristae (679) and istexplicitlytassociatedtwithtdivinity. Onetof thetimportant 

pointstBarchiesitmakestistthattthethornstaretultimatelythiddentundertatcrowntof laurel, thus masking 

thetregaltand divinetassociations. AlthoughtAsclepius' cristaetare not hiddentunderta crown, thetgod 

is hiddentintsnake formtand istcloistered awayton TibertIsland. Intaddition totboth Cipustand 

Asclepiusthaving multipletprojections fromttheir heads, theytare both describedtin similar 

recognition scenestin which antaudience callstupon themtin veneration: Cipus -" 'rex'taitt'otsalve!'" 

(15.581), andtAsclepius - "en, tdeustest, deustest!" (15.669). 

(64) SeetGeo. 3. 440-73, 4.251-80. 
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the Georgicstand thetMetamorphoses where Caesartistcast astantEasterntconqueror 

in thetwake oftthetravagestoftpestilence. FortOvid, thetrole of thetpoet as athealer is 

giventmuchtmore valence than intVergil, and, intconclusion, it istuseful totrevisit his 

epilogue, sincetthesetfinaltlinestmaketittcleartthat thetpoemtitselftis thetkeyttotassuring 

histrebirthtaftertdeathtandta placetin thetstars: 

Iamquetopustexegi, quodtnec Iovistiratnectignis  

nec poterittferrumtnectedaxtaboleretvetustas.  

cumtvolet, iliatdies, quaetnil nisitcorporisthuius  

iusthabet, incertitspatiumtmihi finiattaevi:  

partettamentmelioretmeitsupertaltatperennis  

astratferar, nomenqueterittindelebiletnostrum. 

                                           (Met. 15.871-6) 

Nowtstands myttask accomplished, such a worktas nottthe wrathtof 

Jove, nortfire, nortswordtnortthetdevouringtagestcantdestroy. Let, when 

it will, thattday, thatthastnotclaimtbutttotmytmortaltbody, endtthetspan 

oftmytuncertaintyears. Yet I'll betborne, thetfinertparttof me. abovetthe 

stars, immortal, and my nametshall nevertdie.  

Ovid makes atconnectiontbetween the methodstof repopulationtthat endtin atsuccessful 

post-mortemttransition totthe stars. Whattother than bees, phoenixtbirds, and 

apotheosizedtgods are intthe habit oftflying successfullytto the starstat death? Phaethon 

triedtandtalmosttdestroyedtthe world intthe process. Vergil'stbees, Ovid'stphoenix, and 

Caesar (whotistalsota typetof phoenix), and, finally, "the finertparttoftOvid" himselftare 

in atleaguetallttheirtown. YettOvidtsees himselftas "abovetthe stars," tsuper. ..astra 

(15.874-5), suggestingtthat histpoetict"rejuvenation" elevatesthim, Callimachus-style, to 

a eventhighertplace than Caesar'ststar. In thistway, Ovid'stowntpoetrytis equallytas 

importanttto thetrebirth andthealing of thetstate astCaesar'stcatasterism.  
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