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The role of myths in Platonic philosophy
“The myth of Er”
By Dr .Hoda EI Khouly
Ass. Professor of the University of Cairo
Publication Type: Conference Paper/Unpublished Manuscript

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to shed light on the meaning and role of myths in Platonic philosophy. Our
chief concern will be with the Myth of Er that concludes Plato's dialogue: The Republic (10.614-10.621).
Er's myth explains principles governing events there: the ways individual souls shape their own destiny
by choosing the lives they will lead, the role of spirit guides accompanying each soul returning to life, the
doctrine of the golden mean that applies in this life as well as the next. We shall keep a watchful eye
throughout other Platonic Myths; in order to discover their function in the organism of the Platonic
philosophy. We conclude this paper with the question if there are some points of similarities between
the Myth of Er and Dante’s Divine Comedy?
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