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A Limestone Funerary Stelae in the Museum Storage at Al-Ashmunein
Minya Governorate
""An Archaeological and Analytical Study"

Abstract:-

This study deals a limestone funerary stelae of a woman (which has never been studied
or published before) preserved in the Museum Storage at Al-Ashmunein, Minya
Governorate, under number 3472-976, and of unknown provenance. It is a rectangular
funerary stelae with what appears to be a triangular top.

Inside, a bust of a woman is carved in high relief, standing in a frontal position. It is
made of hard, fine-grained, yellow limestone, and retains traces of red pigment across
the face, including the nose, lips, and neck, as well as pink traces on the body, garment,
and associated funerary attributes, as well as the funerary accoutrements associated
with the stelae, which indicate the deceased's status in daily life.

Therefore, a precise descriptive archaeological and comparative analytical approach
was used, using diverse models similar to Egyptian and Greco-Roman artistic features
and accoutrements, to determine the identity and function of the figure., In an attempt
to provide the closest possible date for this painting by comparing it with other similar
pieces. Through the study, presentation of similar models, and comparisons, which
blend Egyptian artistic features with Greek and Roman influences in a distinctive local
style, it becomes clear that the painting dates back to the Roman era (between the third
century AD and the early fourth century AD) and is a product of the funerary art
workshop at Oxyrhynchus.

Key Words: funerary stelae, Isis priestesses, Oxyrhynchus.
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Macedonia-next-to-the-temple-of-Osos-2-nd_fig2 34752975

ov)
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