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The pictorial scenes in Roman funerary art for children:
According to Sigmund Freud’s analysis and their comparison with artificial
intelligence applications.

ABSTRACT

hen we contemplate the depicted scenes in funerary art dedicated to children, we find

ourselves standing before the silent mystery of the human psyche - its need to express,

to remember, to make meaning of loss.

Each scene carries its own language of symbols, its own quiet pulse of emotion,

whispering truths that lie beyond words. To touch the essence of these motives, one must look not only
at the image but also within, where grief and love intertwine in the same breath.
In this inward journey, the insights of Sigmund Freud become a guiding light. He regarded art - and
especially funerary art - as a symbolic mirror of the deep emotional currents of sorrow and loss. Freud
sought to understand how parents, through artistic creation, give form to their pain, transforming
absence into presence, and memory into a vessel of healing.

Through the lens of psychoanalysis, Freud revealed two key movements of the psyche: sublimation and
attachment. Sublimation is the alchemy of grief - the transformation of pain into creative energy, an
ascent of the soul toward transcendence. Attachment, by contrast, reflects the unconscious yearning to
preserve the invisible bond with the departed child - to remain, somehow, in communion across the veil
of absence.

In our modern age, these same psychological currents have found new expressions through artificial
intelligence. Technology now allows us to recreate the faces and voices of the departed with uncanny
realism. What once took shape in marble or pigment now lives in pixels and sound. Yet the underlying
impulse remains unchanged: the human refusal to surrender to absence, the eternal desire to restore
the presence of the one who has gone, even if only as an echo.

Thus, ancient funerary art and contemporary digital technology meet at a single point of awareness -
the timeless human longing to transcend death and preserve memory.

VYo (g pdally AU Aml) ASudIS ) )l



—— YL (aldl) Sl Ghliad) call 2 5 geaal) A Lid) e——
Both are manifestations of the same inner movement: the soul’s effort to soften the sharpness of loss,

to transform sorrow into meaning, and to rediscover stillness within the flow of impermanence.

This study stands at the crossroads of archaeology, psychoanalysis, and artificial intelligence, seeking to
uncover the enduring psychological structures that shape humanity’s expression of grief across time. By
examining Roman funerary imagery through Freud’s concepts, and comparing it with modern digital
memorials, this research invites us to see art not as a relic of the past, but as a living reflection of the
collective psyche—revealing the unity of human experience in the face of mortality, and the enduring
role of art as a vessel for healing, remembrance, and inner equilibrium.

Keywords: Child Sarcophagi, Sigmund Freud, Funerary Art, Artificial Intelligence.
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Funerary Monuments in Rome Commemeorating Children Under 1 Year
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Differences in Causes of Child Mortality Between Males and Females in Ancient Roman Society
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