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Abstract:

The "Hymn to Zeus" by Callimachus provides a clear example of how the poet
combines tradition and innovation in his poetic language. He relies on the forms
and structures inherited from ancient poets and writers such as Homer and
Hesiod, endowing his text with the authority and flavor of the past. At the same
time, Callimachus does not merely adhere to tradition; he reworks these inherited
elements, introduces new compound structures, and employs innovative words to
create puns that carry multiple meanings simultaneously. This style lends the
hymn a critical and intellectual character; it does not simply reiterate
mythological stories but raises questions and discussions, reflecting the inquisitive
and contemplative mindset of the Ptolemaic era. Additionally, it incorporates a
contemporary political context, praising Ptolemy II by linking Zeus to justice,
thereby demonstrating Callimachus' ability to transform tradition to serve
contemporary reality. This balance makes the hymn a timeless work, blending
heritage with renewal.
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Diodorus Siculus, (1B.C.) The Library of History
Homer (8 B.C.) Illias, Odyssea.

Hesiod. (8/7 B.C.)

Theogonia, work and days.

Pausanias (4A.D.)

Description of Greece.

Pindar, (6-5 B.C.) Pythia, Olympia.
Strabo, (1B.C./ 1A.D) Geographia.
umalgllly aalaall

Aia¥) Gualsilly anlaal)

Beekes, R. S. P. (2010).

Etymological Dictionary of Greek. Leiden: Brill.

(1940).

Liddell, H.G., & Scott, R.

A Greek-English Lexicon (LSJ). Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Stephanus of Byzantium,
(1873).

Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and
Mythology, London

dauad) gaball

E\:D.A.\S.‘.u:}!\ el 'u_\:u}a\ wesdladls c(\ ‘\VY‘) . A e “.SALA.‘J\

&_\\Jy\s\.glszﬂu—é)u daala 6‘5.\:1‘)_931\ wj;l.a:dls c(\ﬁ‘ﬂ) ce.:uzb.al el

Luial) gl

Accorinti, D. (ed.) (2016).

Brill’s Companion to Nonnus of Panopolis. Leiden: Brill.

Agosti, G., & Gonnelli,
(2010).

L.

Nonnus of Panopolis in Context II. Berlin/New York.

Buxton, (2021),

The Complete World of Greek Mythology.

Bulloch, A. W. (1985).

Callimachus: The Fifth Hymn. Cambridge.

Cameron, A., (1995),

Callimachus and His Critics. Princeton: Princeton University
Press.

Denniston D., (1996),

The Greek Particles, Oxford University Press.

¢lo




Sy B (g Lalls dal

Epimenides Phil., (1347),

Fragmenta 2.

Fantuzzi, M. & Hunter,
(2004).

Tradition and Innovation in Hellenistic Poetry.

Fischer Ch., (2015),

Army and Society in Ptolemaic Egypt - Bryn Mawr Classical
Review.

Foley, H.P. (1994).

The Homeric Hymn to Demeter: Translation.

Greene R.J., (2017),

Callimachus and New Ancient Histories: Callimaque et de
nouvelles histoires anciennes Callimaco e nuove storie antiche,
Aitia, V.7.1.

Hard, (2020),

The Routledge Handbook of Greek Mythology

Harder, A., (2012),

Callimachus: Aetia. 2 vols. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Hollis, A. S. (1990).

Callimachus: Hecale. Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Hunter, 1993),

The Argonautica of Apollonius and Callimachus

Hunter, R. (1992).

The Aetiology of Callimachus. Cambridge.

Hopkinson, N. (1984).

Callimachus: Hymn to Demeter. Cambridge.

Hopkinson, N., (1984),

Callimachus: Hymn to Demeter.

lare, R. J. (2002).

The Path of the Argo: Language, Imagery and Narrative in
the Argonautica of Apollonius Rhodius. Cambridge
University Press

Koutoupas A. (2015),

Ruler Cult and Alexandrian Poetry. The Cases of
Callimachus, Theocritus, and Apollonius

Lardinois, A. (2011),

“Alcman.” In F. Budelmann (ed.), The Cambridge
Companion to Greek Lyric, Cambridge.

Markopoulos Th.,(2009),

The Future in Greek: From Ancient to Medieval,
Oxford

Mubhs B.,

The Ptolemaic Period (332-30 BCE) - The Ancient Egyptian
Economy (Cambridge University Press).

McLennan, G. (1977).

Callimachus: Hymn to Zeus. Rome: Edizioni dell'Ateneo

Parker, R. (1983).

Miasma: Pollution and Purification in Early Greek Religion.
Oxford: Clarendon Press

Rawles R., (2019),

Callimachus, London, P.76.

Richards A., (2024),

Callimachus, Origen, And Euhemerism, The University of
Arizona.

Smyth H. W., (1956),

Greek Grammar, Harvard University Press,

Stephens S. A. (2015),

Callimachus: The Hymns, Edited with Introduction,
Translation, and Commentary by Oxford University Press

Stephens, S. (2003).

Seeing Double: Intercultural Poetics in Ptolemaic
Alexandria, Berkeley: University of California Press

Strootman R., (2022),

Volcanic Eruptions, Resilience and Vulnerability: The
Impact of Nile Flood Variability on Ptolemaic Egypt (261-

¢




s s dald

30 B.c).

Trypanis A. K., (1977),

Callimachus - Hymns and Epigrams (Loeb Classical Library,
Harvard University Press.

Wakker G.C., (2019),

Callimachus Revisited: New Perspectives In Callimachean
Scholarship, Peeters, Leuven — Paris — Bristo.

https://www.theoi.com

g Y aalall

https://journals.openedition.org/aitia/1706

https://atlas.perseus.tufts.edu/dictionaries/entry/urn:cite2:scaife-viewer:dictionary-

entries.atlas_v1:cambridge-greek-lexicon-10906/

https://www.theoi.com/Cult/ArtemisTitles

https://hamariweb.com/dictionaries/euhemerism_arabic-meanings.aspx

https://www.theoi.com/greek-mythology/nymphs.html

https://www.theoi.com/Nymphe/NymphePhilyre.html

https://www.theoi.com/Georgikos/Kouretes.html

https://www.theoi.com/Ouranios/Eileithyia.html

https://www.visit-olympia.gr/listing/arhaiologikos-horos-lepreoy?

ey



https://www.theoi.com/
https://journals.openedition.org/aitia/1706
https://atlas.perseus.tufts.edu/dictionaries/entry/urn:cite2:scaife-viewer:dictionary-entries.atlas_v1:cambridge-greek-lexicon-10906/
https://atlas.perseus.tufts.edu/dictionaries/entry/urn:cite2:scaife-viewer:dictionary-entries.atlas_v1:cambridge-greek-lexicon-10906/
https://www.theoi.com/Cult/ArtemisTitles
https://hamariweb.com/dictionaries/euhemerism_arabic-meanings.aspx
https://www.theoi.com/greek-mythology/nymphs.html
https://www.theoi.com/Nymphe/NymphePhilyre.html
https://www.theoi.com/Georgikos/Kouretes.html
https://www.theoi.com/Ouranios/Eileithyia.html

