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Abstract:

The Grammatical and Semantic Employment of the Contrastive Connective

MEv...5¢€ in Sophocles' "Oedipus at Colonus": A Functional Study

This study aims to investigate the semantic and functional dimensions of the Greek
Contrastive connective pEv...0¢€ in Sophocles’ Oedipus at Colonus, through a semantic
approach that enables a deeper understanding of the text in its linguistic, social, and
philosophical aspects. The research is based on detailed textual analysis of 83 instances
of this connective in the play, classifying them according to semantic, psychological,
ethical, political, and philosophical levels.

The findings demonstrate that this connective functions not merely as a syntactic device
linking clauses, but rather as a rhetorical and dramatic mechanism, that intensifies the
tragic conflict. It serves to highlight binary oppositions such as justice/injustice,
innocence/guilt, purity/pollution, and human will/divine fate, while reflecting the
psychological struggles and ethical dilemmas of the characters, especially Oedipus.
Moreover, the connective contributes to the symbolic depth of the play, articulating
Sophocles’ philosophical concerns about fate, divine justice, and human responsibility,

while also offering subtle social and political critique of Athenian values and institutions.

Thus, the research concludes that the connective pév...8€ transcends its grammatical role
to become a philosophical and dramatic tool, redefining the essence of Sophoclean
tragedy as a search for catharsis and transcendence rather than a mere narrative of
punishment and doom.
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