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Abstract:

Tersa Memphis in Potelmaic Egypt

This study undertakes an examination and analysis of the administrative, economic,
social, and religious roles of Tersa-Memphis in the Ptolemaic period, a locality
affiliated with Memphis. The area was distinguished by the presence of a complete
socio-economic life, encompassing agriculture, industry, trade, and a fully developed
administrative system. It also hosted two guard posts: one to the north, referred to as
“the northern guard post of Memphis” (ti] vmokatw Méupews pvioxij), and another
to the south—both of which were subordinate to Tersa.

Through a detailed analysis of a corpus of Greek, hieratic, and demotic papyri, the
study reconstructs the image of Tersa as an effective administrative center in which
the state exercised its functions—documenting debts, collecting taxes, enforcing
security, and distributing state-supplied commodities—thereby reflecting the
administrative, social, economic, and religious life of the locality.

The research further demonstrates how Tersa represented a meeting point between
central authority and local reality, where legal and financial administration intersected
with the temple-centered religious economy. Thus, Tersa emerges not merely as a
transit zone with guard posts, but rather as a microcosm of the Ptolemaic state,
embodying its linguistic plurality, administrative integration, and interaction with the
daily life of society.

Keywords:
(Tersa Memphis - Ptolemaic period- Memphis (Egypt)- Guard Posts functioning-
Customs Checkpoints- Taxation and logistics- Official Recordkeeping).
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(Vittmann, Giinther - 1998) [default], Chaufray, La fonction du 1és6nis dans les temples
égyptiens p. 451 no. 16 (Chaufray, Marie-Pierre - 2023; only col. 1, 2b-6), Texte aus der
Umwelt des Alten Testaments (TUAT) N.F. 8 (2015), p. 351-386 (Vittmann, Giinther -
2015), Fontes Historiae Nubiorum 1 p. 296-298 no. 50 (Hagg, Tomas / Torok, Laszlo -
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Kurt / Partsch, Joseph - 1920; only col. 20, 17-19)

Capart, Un roman (Capart, Jean - 1914), P. Contrats 48 (Revillout, Eugéne - 1911-1912)

P. Ryl. Dem. 9 (Griffith, Francis Llewellyn - 1909) , Other bibliography: DBL, 2005, p. 341-
345; DBL add. 1, 2007, p. 17-20; DBL add. 2, 2008, p. 20; DL XVIIL.95; DL XXIII.30; DL
XXIII.39; Dem. LU 22. 144; 24. 10, 15; G.A. Wainwright, in: BJRL 28 (1944), p. 228-271;
R.A Parker, in: JNES 33 (1974), p. 371-376; E. Bresciani, I tre salmi ispirato da Ammone nel
P. dem. Rylands, in E. Bresciani (ed.): Scritti in onore di Orsolina Montevecchi, Bologna,
1981, p. 59-71; Jay, Mélanges Ola el-Aguizy (BdE 164), 2015, p. 229-247.
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Thompson, Memphis under the Ptolemies, 1988, p. 155-189, with a list of texts on p. 280-
282, UPZ 1 106-141. Paris, Louvre N 2407. 241 BC
3Bulletin de 1'Institut frangais d'archéologie orientale (BIFAO) 71 (1971), p. 16-31 (Cenival,

Francgoise de - 1971 [1972]) [default]
Revue égyptologique 2 (1881), pl. 33-40 [bottom] (Revillout, Eugene - 1881) , Devéria,
Catalogue p. 217 no. XII, 16 descr. (Devéria, Théodule - 1881)

Other bibliography: Clarysse, P. L. Bat. 24, 1983; Cenival, StudHell 27, p. 31-; DBL, 2005,
p. 593-595, Paris, Louvre E 3266. 197 BC
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Me¢éleze-Modrzejewski, Joseph. The Jews of Egypt: From Rameses II to Emperor Hadrian,
.Princeton University Press, 1995, pp. 130-133
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Agypten.” ZPE 9 (1972), pp. 157-170.
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P. Ryl. Dem.(Papyrus Rylands Demotic= Griffith, Francis Lewellyn. Manchester:
John Rylands Library, 19009.
P. Lille Dem = (Papyrus Lille Demotic)
Paris, Louvre E 3266 = (Papyrus Louvre E 3266)

P.Cair.Zen = [Zénon Archive: Ed. C. Edgar, Papyrus grecs d'époque ptolémaique,
vol. I (Cairo, 1925), pp. 253-255.]

P. Paris (Papyrus Paris)
UPZ VOL. 1 =P. Polit. Paris 4 (Papyrus Politique de Paris 4)
P. Tebt. Vol. IlI= Papyrus Tebtunis Vol. III.

P. Auswahl= Papyrus Auswahl — Selected Papyri= Erichsen, Wolja Christian.
Leipzig: 1950.

P. Biirgsch(Papyrus Berlin — Biirgschaft 18) = Sethe, Kurt / Partsch, Joseph.
Leipzig: 1920.

P. Contrats 48 (Papyrus des Contrats — Contracts 48)
Revillout, Eugéne. 1911-1912.

SB III= (Sammelbuch der griechischen Urkunden aus Agypten, vol. 3), SB IV =
(Sammelbuch, vol. 4)

CDD M= (Chicago Demotic Dictionary, volume M), (2010) p. 213., CDD T=
(Chicago Demotic Dictionary, volume T)(2012).

DBL= (Demotic Bibliography Listing), (2005), DBL Add. 1 (Demotic Bibliography
Listing, Addendum 1)
(2007), p. 17-20.

DL XVIIIL.95; XXIII.30; XXIII.39= (Demotisches Namenbuch — Demotic Lexicon)
Dem. LU 22.144; 24.10, 15= (Demotic Literary Texts — Literarische Urkunden)

Fontes Historiae Nubiorum, Vol. 1 (Sources of the History of Nubia)= Higg, Tomas
& Torok, Laszlo. Bergen: 1994, pp. 296298 no. 50.
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Press, 2000.

FEUN P

Bagnall, Roger S. Egypt in Late Antiquity. Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1993.

Bowman, Alan K. Egypt after the Pharaohs: 332 BC—AD 642. Berkeley: University
of California Press, 1986.

Clarysse, Willy, and Dorothy J. Thompson. Counting the People in Hellenistic
Egypt, Vol. 1-2. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006.

Depauw, Mark. Chronological Systems in Roman Egypt. Leuven: Peeters, 2007.

Derchain, Philippe. L’ Asclépiéion de Memphis et le syncrétisme gréco-égyptien.
BIFAO 56 (1957): 97-114.

Hagedorn, Dieter. “Zur Organisation des Wachdienstes in den griechischen Papyri
aus Agypten.” ZPE.9 (1972): 157-170.

Lewis, Naphtali. Papyrus in Classical Antiquity. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1974.
Lewis, Naphtali. Life in Egypt under Roman Rule. Oxford University Press, 1983.

Me¢éleze-Modrzejewski, Joseph. The Jews of Egypt: From Rameses II to Emperor
Hadrian. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1995.

Montevecchi, Orsolina. La papirologia. Milano: Vita e Pensiero, 1988.

Préaux, Claire. Le monde hellénistique: La Grece et I’Orient (323-146 av. J.-C.).
Paris: PUF, 1978.

Rathbone, Dominic. Economic Rationalism and Rural Society in Third-Century
A.D. Egypt. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991.

Rowlandson, Jane. Landowners and Tenants in Roman Egypt: The Social Relations
of Agriculture in the Oxyrhynchite Nome. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996.

Wilcken, Ulrich. Griechische Ostraka aus Agypten und Nubien. Leipzig: Teubner,
1899.

Bickerman, Elias J. Chronology of the Ancient World. Ithaca, NY: Cornell
University Press, 1980.

AR




by gl
Bresciani, Edda. “I tre salmi ispirato da Ammone nel P. dem. Rylands.” In: Scritti in
onore di Orsolina Montevecchi. Bologna, 1981, pp. 59-71.
Cenival, Frangoise de. “Un acte de renonciation...” BIFAO 71 (1972): 16-31.

Chaufray, Marie-Pierre. “La fonction du 1€sonis dans les temples égyptiens.” In:
Mélanges Ola el-Aguizy (BdE 164), 2023, p. 451 n. 16.

Derchain, Philippe. “L’Asclépiéion de Memphis et le syncrétisme gréco-égyptien.”
BIFAO 56 (1957): 97-114.

Fébian, Zoltan. “Hymns only.” In: Studia Wessetzky, 1993, pp. 38-52.

Hauben, Hans. “The Guard Posts of Memphis.” ZPE 60 (1985): 183-187.

Jay, J. “Untitled article.” In: Mélanges Ola el-Aguizy (BdE 164), 2015, pp. 229-247.
Parker, R.A. “Untitled article.” JNES 33 (1974): 371-376.

Vittmann, Giinther. “Texte aus der Umwelt des Alten Testaments (TUAT),” N.F. 8
(2015): 351-386.

Wainwright, G. A. “Untitled article.” BJRL 28 (1944): 228-271.

Yy




