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Abstract:
Roman and Byzantine Betrothal and Wedding Rings

The presentation of an engagement or wedding ring by the groom to his bride was an
ancient Roman marriage tradition. It represented a promise from the lover to his
beloved, a pledge to himself, and a confirmation of his commitment to the marriage.
There was a period of engagement before the wedding, during which the engagement
ring was presented. This ring served both the engagement and wedding purposes.
Simple iron rings were used for this purpose, but were soon replaced by other metals
such as silver and gold, which became popular among the upper classes of Roman
society and continued into the Byzantine era. The types of these rings varied, as did the
decorations they bore during the Roman era, while continuing into the Byzantine era, in
keeping with religious beliefs and using various Greek inscriptions. Hence, the
importance of this research, which is to shed light on engagement and wedding rings,
the materials they are made of, and their different types, while tracing each type
separately, and knowing the decorations depicted on them during the Roman era, and
tracing the development of these rings during the Byzantine era, while linking them to
the rituals and ceremonies of marriage followed during the Roman and Byzantine eras
through a descriptive and analytical study of some models dating back to this time
period.
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Huglo, M., (1992), p. 131, no. 86;
https://collections.louvre.fr/en/ark:/53355/c1010102797. Accessed At: 12/5/2025.
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Dalton, O.M., (1912), p. 9, no. 47.
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Dalton, O.M., (1912), p. 9, no. 48;
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/H_1856-1223-1742. Accessed At:

12/5/2025.
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Kantorowitcz, E. H., (1960), fig. 28; Dalton, O.M., (1912), p. 9, no. 46; Buckton, D.,
(1994),p .98, no. 106.
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Tuerk-Stonberg, J., (2021), pp. 1-23, p.10, fig.7; Dalton, O.M., (1912), p. 7,
no.38.
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Goddio, F., & Clauss, M., (2006), p. 279, no. 59.




