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Abstract:
Cleopatra and Antony in the First Book of Horace’s Odes:
A Study in the Art of Allusion

The treatment of the romantic relationship between Mark Antony and
Cleopatra came into three poems in Horace’s first book of the Odes, and we
cannot help ourselves but notice the poet’s strategy of only alluding to the two
public figures rather than addressing them directly; this approach stemmed from
Horace’s adherence to Augustus’ strategy regarding this serious matter. And with
a great deal of ingenuity, Horace could use his allusions to implement variatio in
his poems, enabling him to use various motifs that ultimately allowed these three
poems to form a cohesive series that complements each other and helps connect
the first book as a whole.
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noxia Alexandria, dolis aptissima tellus,
et totiens nostro Memphi cruenta malo,
tris ubi Pompeio detraxit harena triumphos!” (Prop. 111, 11, 29-35)
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“eheu, quantus equis, quantus adest viris

sudor! quanta moves funera Dardanae

genti! iam galeam Pallas et aegida

currusque et rabiem parat.

nequiquam Veneris praesidio ferox

pectes caesariem grataque feminis

imbelli cithara carmina divides;

nequiquam thalamo graves
hastas et calami spicula Cnosii

vitabis strepitumque .....” (Hor. Odes, I, 15, 9-18)
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Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology, Vol. Ill. (1867), s.v. Ptolemaeus II.
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“.....et celerem sequi
Aiacem: tamen, heu serus! adulteros
crines pulvere collines.
non Laertiaden, exitium tuae
gentis, non Pylium Nestora respicis?
urgent impavidi te Salaminius
Teucer, te Sthenelus sciens
pugnae, sive opus est imperitare equis,
non auriga piger. Merionen quoque
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@, R.G.M. Nisbet, and M. Hubbard, (1970) pp. 189-190.
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nosces. ecce furit te reperire atrox

Tydides melior patre,

guem tu, cervos uti vallis in altera

visum parte lupum graminis immemor,
sublimi fugies mollis anhelitu,

non hoc pollicitus tuae.

iracunda diem proferet Ilio

matronisque Phrygum classis Achillei;

post certas hiemes uret Achaicus

ignis lliacas domeos.'” (Hor. Odes, I, 15, 18-36)
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography, (1899),
s.v. Ajax (1).
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography, (1899),
s.v. Odysseus.
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography, (1899),
S.V. Nestor.
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography, (1899),
s.v. Teucer.
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography, (1899),
s.v. Sthenelus.
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography, (1899),
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“hac ode Bacchylidem imitatur. nam ut ille Cassandram facit uaticinari futura
belli Troiani ita hic Proteum.”
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Porphyrio, P. (1874) Commentarii in Q. Horatium Flaccum. p. 20.

@, R.G.M. Nisbet, and M. Hubbard, (1970) p. 189.
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“Velox amoenum saepe Lucretilem
mutat Lycaeo Faunus et igneam
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defendit aestatem capellis
usque meis pluviosque ventos.

impune tutum per nemus arbutos

gquaerunt latentes et thyma deviae

olentis uxores mariti,

nec virides metuunt colubras

nec Martialis haediliae lupos,

utcumque dulci, Tyndari, fistula

valles et Vsticae cubantis

levia personuere saxa.” (Hor. Odes, I, 17, 1-12)
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E. L. Curran, (2019) Lucretian Lyric: Allusion and Appropriation in Horace’s Odes. PhD.

Dissertation. Princeton University. p.25 ff, p. 54.
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography, (1899).

s.v. Lycaeus.
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Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Biography and Mythology and Geography. (1899).
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@, E. L. Curran, (2019), p. 56.
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“di me tuentur, dis pietas mea
et Musa cordi est. hic tibi copia

manabit ad plenum benigno
ruris honorum opulenta cornu.” (Hor. Odes, I, 17, 13-16)
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“’huc ades, 0 Galatea; quis est nam ludus in undis?
hic ver purpureum, varios hic flumina circum
fundit humus flores, hic candida populus antro

imminet et lentae texunt umbracula vites:
huc ades; insani feriant sine litora fluctus.'”” (Ver. Ecl. IX, 39-44)
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“hic in reducta valle caniculae
vitabis aestus, et fide Teia
dices laborantis in uno
Penelopen vitreamque Circen;
hic innocentis pocula Lesbii
duces sub umbra, nec Semeleius
cum Marte confundet Thyoneus
proelia, nec metues protervum
suspecta Cyrum, ne male dispari
incontinentis iniciat manus
et scindat haerentem coronam
crinibus immeritamque vestem.” (Hor. Odes, I, 17, 17-28)
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“NOv ypi] pedvoOnv kai Tiva Tpog Piav
novny, éneldn katbave Moporhog.” (Alc. 42)
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“Nunc est bibendum, nunc pede libero
pulsanda tellus, nunc Saliaribus
ornare pulvinar deorum
tempus erat dapibus, sodales.
antehac nefas depromere Caecubum
cellis avitis, dum Capitolio
regina dementes ruinas,
funus et imperio parabat
contaminato cum grege turpium
morbo virorum, quidlibet impotens
sperare fortunaque dulci
ebria. sed minuit furorem
ViX una sospes navis ab ignibus
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mentemque lymphatam Mareotico

redegit in veros timores
Caesar, ...... ” (Hor. Odes, 1, 37, 1-16)
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“.....ab Italia volantem
remis adurgens, accipiter velut
molles columbas aut leporem citus
venator in campis nivalis
Haemoniae, daret ut catenis
fatale monstrum. quae generosius
perire quaerens nec muliebriter
expavit ensem nec latentes
classe cita reparavit oras.
ausa et iacentem visere regiam
vultu sereno, fortis et asperas
tractare serpentes, ut atrum
corpore combiberet venenum,
deliberata morte ferocior:
saevis Liburnis scilicet invidens
privata deduci superbo
non humilis mulier triumpho.” (Hor. Odes, I, 37, 16-32)
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Alca. Alcaeus.
Bacchyl. Bacchylides.
Dio. Cassius Dio.
Hor. Horatius.
Nic. Nicaenetus of Samos.
Plut. Plutarchus.
Prop. Propertius.
Theoc. Theocitus.
Ver. Vergilius.
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Aen. Aeneid.
Comp. Dem. Et Ant. Comparatio Demetrii et Antonii.
Dith. Dithyramb.
Ecl. Eclogae
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Ant. Antony.
Cw. Classical World.
L.C.L. Loeb Classical Library.
OCD. The Oxford Classical Dictionary.
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