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Abstract:

The Depiction of Scylla on Classical Pottery

In Greek mythology, Scylla is a composite sea creature characterized by its monstrous
nature, as portrayed in numerous literary sources, such as Homer's Odyssey and
Apollonius Rhodius’ Argonautica, where she is described as a terrifying sea monster
lurking to attack passing ships. It is possible that the origins of Scylla are linked to
Phoenician or Minoan civilizations, given the similarities in certain mythological
elements. Scylla frequently appears in Greek art, particularly on Greek pottery, where
she is often depicted with the head and torso of a woman, the body of a fish, and dog-
like creatures emerging from her waist.

The research aims to trace the representations of Scylla, as her images are widespread
across various forms of Greek art, particularly in pottery. By examining these depictions,
the study seeks to understand the historical extent of Scylla's appearance on Greek
pottery, the different forms in which she was portrayed, and how these visual
representations align with the descriptions provided by ancient authors. The research also
intends to identify the regions where depictions of Scylla were most prevalent and
compare these portrayals with other contemporary art forms to determine whether her
image on pottery differed from that in other forms of art or whether her representation
was consistent across various artistic mediums.

Key words: Scylla, Composite Creatures, Greek Monsters, Classical Pottery.
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Oxford University Press, 2013), 129.
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31 Walter-Karydi, “SKYLLA. BILDER UND ASPEKTE DES MISCHWESENS,” 170-74.

32 Walter-Karydi, 172-73, Abb. 7; George M. A. Hanfmann, “The Scylla of Corvey and Her Ancestors,”
Dumbarton Oaks Papers 41 (1987): 255, https://doi.org/10.2307/1291563, Nr. 6.
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3% Akin Temiir, “GREK SANATINDA DENIZ YARATIKLARI-I: SKYLLA,” Sanat Dergisi, no. 16
(2009): 4.
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40 Mercedes Aguirre Castro, “Scylla: Hideous monster or femme fatale? A case of contradiction between
literary and artistic evidence,” Cuadernos de Filologia Clasica. Estudios griegos e indoeuropeos 12
(January 1, 2002): 323-24; Walter-Karydi, “SKYLLA. BILDER UND ASPEKTE DES
MISCHWESENS,” 172, Abb. 5.
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4 Castro, “Scylla,” 323-24.
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