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Abstract

Robert of Ketton and the Translation of the Meanings of the Holy Qur’an into

Latin: Context, Function, and Characteristics
The history of relations between medieval Latin and Arabic textual cultures is generally
understood to be a multifaceted history of transmissions, contacts, and hybridizations.
The study of these relations has become an entire subfield of medieval textual studies.
The nature of the links between these two textual cultures raises many questions indeed,
at different levels and in different fields. What forms of interaction were characteristic of
the areas where Latin and Arabic coexisted over long periods, such as on the Iberian
Peninsula, or in Sicily, More generally, what were the mechanisms that facilitated the
transmission of Arabic knowledge or textual forms to the Latin West. The current study
is concerned with translating the meanings of the Holy Qur’an into Latin, which was
carried out by Robert of Ketton in 1143 AD in Toledo, and the study falls within the
framework of comparative textual studies between the two cultures, and it seeks to know
the political and intellectual context in which the translation was made, as well as to
know its purpose, nature and proximity to the source text. It also sheds light on the
language and style of the translator and is interested in identifying the most important
controversial issues that Christian apologetics exploited in refuting the Qur’an and thus
Islam, and how these issues prompted the translator to use certain vocabulary, and also
pushed him to distort the Qur’anic text, with the extreme freedom he exercised in it from
deletion, addition, and substitution, And how the translation was a speech addressed to
the Latin reader, in which he used many rhetorical devices that affect him, while adding
a dictionary in which he explained some vocabulary and added comments that also
contribute to influencing that reader. The study is based on the comparative analytical
approach, to analyze some examples of the translated verses from some surahs, and to
compare the translation with the original, to identify the translation technique, the
translator’s style, and to shed light on the most important problems facing medieval
translators from Arabic into Latin.
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sui Nestorii intellectum, qui salvatorem nostrum Deum esse negabat, partim prout sibi
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Nec Arabicum bene scivit, ut confessus est, quia magis fuit adiutor translationum

quam translator, quia Saracenos tenuit secum in Hispania, qui fuerunt in suis
translationibus principales. Similiter Michael Scotus ascripsit sibi translationes multas
sed certum est quod Andreas quidam Iudaeus plus laboravit in his. Unde Michael sicut
Heremannus, retulit, nec scivit scientias neque linguas.”"’
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“Si enim haberem potestatem super libros Aristotelis ego facerem omnes cremari, quia
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“Lapides igitur et ligna, ut tuum deinde pulcherrimum et commodissimum

aedificium coagmentatum et indissolubile surgat nil excerpens, nil

sensibiliter, nisi propter intelligentiam tantum alterans, attuli”.""
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“Machometique fumum, ad ipsius tuis follibus extinctum,
et puteum ad illius exhaustum tuo vase,
ignisque vestri tuo ventilabro fomentum atque fervorem,
nostrique fontis eductu tuo discursum, patefeci.”"”
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ignorare, et non depellere passa est.”
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”in mundum misit,ut homines ad fidem in patrem, filium,spiritum sanctum *

invitarent.
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“Scilicet, Christo cum semper stulte et heretice loquitur, ideo illum magis filium

Marie dicit, ut nullo modo Dei filius esse credatur.”"*
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“Deus unus: Item contra fidem Sancte Trinitatis que sola unus est Deus verus.”""
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Deum timentes, ad quem omnium fit reditus, qui bonis

praemia, malis cruciatus tribuit.”"’
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“Mulieres: Nota turpissimum preceptum pro quo solo debuisset
incendi et vide quam versute statim de Dei timore loquitur, ut operiat
turpitudinem quam dixerat; . . . ubicumque: Scilicet, in vulva vel
ano quod sequitur maxima pars sarracenorum abutens ano.” "
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” Angelis dicentibus, O Maria tibi summi:nuncii(nuntii) gaudium
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cum verbo Dei, cuius nomen est Christus Iesus filius Mariae.”
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“Tu vero virum a Deo ditatum affatus, dicendo, Tene mulierem, timeque Deum,
quidnam a solo Deo notum, plus homines quam deum, timens, timuisti

licet Deum plus timere deberes. Post moram igitur sui mariti pro velle suo
cum illa, tibi permisimus illam ducere sponsam. Licet enim etiam bonis

. . .. . . q
omnibus , post discessum suum a maritis, quas libet Deo iubente ducere.”
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Deum sibi loquentem ut cuiusdam uxorem quam valde amabat licenter
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Dei dantis sibi licentiam sicut prophete sancto, quam alii non habebant,
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videlicet, ut omnes adulteraret quascumque vellet.
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“89quod est sapientibus mirandum. plures tamen sunt increduli;

Sed est Deus pius, et immensus.
quod est mirandum, summersis, quod plures tamen minime
credunt, ego Deus sapiens et immensus liberavi.
103- 104Haec mirabilia plures nequaquam credunt: Sed Deus
immensus est, et omnia noscit
121-122Quod licet mirandum, pauci credunt: Deus autem
immensus, omnia dinoscit.
174-175 Quod licet mirandum, plures non credunt;
sed Deus immensus omnia penetrat
190-91_Quod mirandum est, licet plures ignorent :

Deus autem sapiens omnia noscit.”" "
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plures tamen sunt increduli // quod plures tamen minime credunt

quod est mirandum // Quod mirandum est
Quod licet mirandum, plures non credunt // quod licet mirandum, pauci credunt:
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139-140 Hoc tamen mirandum pluribus est incredibile : Deus autem omnia sapit.
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158-159 Quod mirum, plures nequaquam credunt : sed Deus immensus omnia noscit.
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13-Cui factorum Dei contradicitis ?
16-Quod istorum operum Dei reprehenditis ?

35-An aliquid horum factorum Dei contradicitis 2"
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2I-An vestri quis hoc renuit ?
23- An vestri quis hoc negat ?
28-An negat hoc aliquis?

32- An vestri quis hoc negat ?
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3% An quis hoc negat ?'*°
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25-Quis vestri contradicit istud ?
3%Istud vestri quis contradicit ?
40-An contradicitis ?

4-Sed quis hic contradicit ?

61-An hic aliquis contradicit 2"
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3*Quis igitur huic facto meo non credit ?
3% An huic rei quis vestri fidem non adhibet ?

69-Quod horum verum esse non creditis ? '
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15-quae contradicentibus gravis erit, et amara
19-quibus iudicii dies erit difficilima
28-Contradicentibus autem, dies illa fiet gravissima
37T1la namque dies contradicentibus amarissima
40-Vobis autem contradicentibus, dies erit difficilima
#-die (de)contradicentibus gravissima hoc verbum audituris

4THaec enim est dies malis amara

4-illa dies erit difficilima reprobis.
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“In hiis quinque deficit translatio illa prima, non facta in ea librorum
distributione, nec vera computatione psalmorum versuum. Ad secundum
autem, nulla fere nec mentio fit de loco revelationis et, nisi in primis, nec

de materia psalmi. Sed hec, quamvis a Sarracenis velud substantialia reputata,
minora utique sunt, quia facile admodum corrigibilia, libros distribuendo,
numerando psalmos et versus, in eorum rubro positis revelationis loco
materiaque psalmi.”""*
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“ultimum quippe, mutationis de loco ad locum, velud ordinarium est quasi per
totum, quod in principo psalmi continetur aut paragraphorum eiusdem in medio
posito aut econtra, et aliquando ad quatuor vel quinque lineas. Alteratione
quoque usus est in quam permultis vocabulis, ita ut quod frequentissime
Alchuranus versum aut versus appellet, ipse miracula nominet; et ubi Apostolos,
ipse viros vestibus albis indutos. Diminutione rursus, quod in
Arabico positive dicitur, superlative promens et econtra.” *°
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“Et tandem contuli cum translatione Roberti Angli et indices in margine

apposui. ac illa... quam aliena est translatio illa ab arabico, Ut vix unam
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lineam reperies quadrare textui.”
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“...pessima Alcorani versio Latina quam dedere Robertus Retenensis &
Hermannus Dalmata , quamque anno 1550 Bibliander edidit.”""*

Furlan, M, Praefatio in translationem libri Alchorani (1456),20-217"°
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“Non credentes in deum, dieique futurae, et non facientes Haram, qui suo legato Deus

Haram constituit, et non recte litigantes velut caeterarum legum homines, usquequo
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vestri tributarii subiectique fiant, expugnate.”
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