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Abstract:

The Aspect of Verb in Aristophanes’ “Clouds”.
an Applied Semantic Study.

Avristophanes (446-386 BC) is considered one of the most important comedy writers
who were interested in dealing with the problems of Athenian society in his time. He
used his plays to show the political hostility that Athens was suffering from in ancient
times. He also used grammar rhetorically to attack his opponents and ridicule the
Sophistic thought that spread in Athens during the fifth and fourth centuries BC. His
satire focused on the Sophists as corruptors of Greek thought and falsifiers of truths,
and he singled out Socrates for attack because he was the author of a new philosophical
theory of persuasion that harmed the youth more than it benefited them.

This research paper aims to study the three aspects of verb Durative, Momentary (or
simple) and completed in the different verb tenses and forms in Aristophanes’
“Clouds”, where the researcher reviews aspect in the seven verb tenses: the present
simple, the Imperfect, the future simple, the Aorist, the present perfect, and the
Pluperfect, And the future perfect, also in the four verb Moods:indicative, imperative,
optative, and subjunctive.In this applied source study, the researcher relied on the
semantic approach to show the semantic role of verb aspect in“The Clouds” to confirm
Aristophanes’ success in choosing the appropriate verb aspect for the dialogic situation.
It becomes clear that the most frequently used verb aspect In “The Clouds,” is the
Durative aspect, followed by the momentary aspect, then the completed aspect.
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179,185, 186,213,216,228,229,230,232,238,239,242(2),243(2),252,268,274(2),288,
291(2),292,315,319,321,322,340,343,346(2),350,352,353,354,355(2),372,382,383,
386(2),387,397,399,402,404,406,408,409,410(2),411(2),412,433,434,437,438,460,
471,482,496,505,519,523(3), 525,529,530,531(2),532(2),535,537,538(2),540(2),543,
549,550(2),551,553,554, 555,557,583,585,586,587,591,593,608(3),619,623,625, 627,
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1353,1355(2),1356(2),1363,1364(2),1365,1369,1371,1373,1380,1382(3),1383,1384
(3),1385,1387,1388,1390,1402(2),1403,1407,1408,1414,1421,1424,1425,1436,1441,
1453,1455,1457,1459,1463,1466,1474,1477,1480,1482,1486,1487,1489,1491,1501,
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