i) Zobwa gl tagliall el L
SISy A Aliga) Slad e
23a3a dana Sladd) s 3
asdl) daaly — YY) 4us

Abstract:

Behind the Scenes: Depicting Oil Lamps
on Archaic and Classical Greek Pottery

Oil lamps are considered one of the most abundant archaeological remnants
available at Greek archaeological sites. They have also been depicted in multiple
scenes on Archaic and Classical pottery. However, there is no comprehensive study of
the representations of oil lamps on pottery and an attempt to understand the various
aspects of these scenes.

This study aims to clarify the artistic and cultural significance of oil lamps as
depicted on pottery dating back to the Archaic and Classical periods of Greek
civilization. This is achieved through an examination of the visual representation of
oil lamps on pottery, as well as a review of literary sources. This paper contributes to
a deeper understanding of the cultural, social, and artistic dimensions of lamp use in
ancient Greek society, shedding light on how these lamps served as both functional
tools and symbolic markers within the society that produced them.

The study has yielded significant findings regarding the uses of oil lamps as
indicated by literary sources and those depicted on pottery. It has been found that they
were used for both indoor and outdoor lighting purposes and were employed to assist
in various activities in daily life. Additionally, they were used for hair removal
alongside their important symbolic roles. The study has also identified the shapes of
oil lamps depicted in these scenes and how they were used or their role in the depicted
scenarios.

Key words: Oil lamps, Depictions on Greek Pottery, Symposia, Komos, Hair
singeing.
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1930), 4.

" Henry Beauchamp Walters, Catalogue of the Greek and Roman Lamps in the British
Museum (London: Order of the Trustees, 1914), xviii.
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2 Parisinou, “‘Lighting’ the World of Women,” 26-27.

% https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/253538 (September 9, 2023).

% Parisinou, “‘Lighting’ the World of Women,” 20-22.

2" Kirk Ormand, “Sex and the City,” in The Cambridge Companion to Ancient Athens, ed.
Jenifer Neils and Dylan Rogers, 1st ed. (Cambridge University Press, 2021), 365,
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108614054.027.
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2% Parisinou, “‘Lighting’ the World of Women,” 22.

% Ashley Rydzik, “The Andron,” in Houses and Households in Ancient Greece, by Allison
Glazebrook, Samantha Fisher, and Shakeel Ahmed (Brock University, 2022),
https://ecampusontario.presshooks.pub/housesandhouseholdsancientgreece/chapter/the-
andron/; Ormand, “Sex and the City,” 367.
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31 https://www.beazley.ox.ac.uk/record/44E42509-CECB-479C-9293-A8EFA2B94EF6
(August 19, 2023).

%2 Ormand, “Sex and the City,” 367.

%8 Parisinou, “‘Lighting’ the World of Women,” 25.

% https://www.beazley.ox.ac.uk/record/15A6F509-855F-48D6-8CB4-1D64949D8CF4
(September 10, 2023).

% Parisinou, “‘Lighting’ the World of Women,” 24.
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% https://collections.louvre.fr/en/ark:/53355/cl1010264939 (August 13, 2023).

% https://www.beazley.ox.ac.uk/record/0AD2AEC3-7141-4F AB-8948-082D39CA9EA5
(September 10, 2023).

% Parisinou, “‘Lighting’ the World of Women,” 25; Eleni Vomvyla, “Eros: From Hesiod’s
Theogony to Late Antiquity, Museum of Cycladic Art, Athens, 10th December 2009-11th
April 2010,” Papers from the Institute of Archaeology 20, no. 0 (December 22, 2010): 165—
66.

% Vomvyla, “Eros,” 165, fig. 4.

%0 https://collections.louvre.fr/en/ark:/53355/c1010270022 (September 10, 2023).
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(September 10, 2023).

%2 https://collectionapi.metmuseum.org/api/collection/v1/iiif/250995/540667/main-image
(September 10, 2023).

% Gisela M. A. Richter, Red-Figured Athenian Vases in the Metropolitan Museum of Art
(New Haven, London: Yale University Press; H. Milford, Oxford University Press, 1936),
75-76, Pl. 53, 54,

* Ormand, “Sex and the City,” 372-73.
“https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Staatliche Antikensammlungen_8935#/medi

a/File:Euphronios_ ARV _13 3bis_symposion_(14).jpg (September 10, 2023).
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“®https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Painter_of the Louvre_Symposion#/media/
File:Painter of the Louvre Symposion ARV_ 1069 1 symposion_-_komos_(02).jpg
(September 10, 2023).

*" Parisinou, “‘Lighting’ the World of Women,” 25-26.

*® Guerrit Cootjans, “Le pubis, les poils pubiens et 1épilation: sources grecques,” Revue belge
de Philologie et d’Histoire 78, no. 1 (2000): 58, https://doi.org/10.3406/rbph.2000.4431.

* Mireille M. Lee, Body, Dress, and Identity in Ancient Greece (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2018), 79.

% Cootjans, “Le pubis, les poils pubiens et 1’épilation,” 58.
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