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Abstract:

Pottery making in the Ptolemaic era in the city of Marsa Matruh: The case
of Abu Sakran’s workshop

The workshop of Abu Sakran was discovered in the city of Mersa Matruh during excav
ations in 2003 AD. This workshop is one of many scattered in this region dating back to
the Ptolemaic era. The research provides scientific publication of the fixed and transferr
ed discoveries of an archaeological mound in the Abu Sakran area in Marsa Matrouh G
overnorate, and this is with great difficulty. Due to the very modest range of published a
rchaeological sources for this site, this lack of data was in contrast to the abundance of f
inds of sherds and pottery from Abu Al-Sakran’s workshop, as the workshop or pottery
represents a production unit whose model is used by society in various areas of its life.
This was done through comparison with similar models that belong to the same time pe
riod, for example: Al-Harabi Hill, the settlements of the Eastern Marmarica region, and
other workshops that were previously studied and published.

One of the most important findings of the research is that only pottery amphorae are pro
duced in this workshop, dating back to the Ptolemaic and early Roman eras.

The research is also an attempt to study the commercial features of the period in which t
he pottery kiln is dated, through the regional development of Marmarica and trade relati
ons in the Mediterranean, within the framework of using its results to extrapolate the cu
Itural connotations of the place, as pottery vessels are attributed to their production cent
ers, whether from an artistic or technical standpoint, which reflected the surrounding en
vironment. This is due to the lack of information related to the sealing and pottery work
shops of this region.

Keywords: Paraetionium, northwest coast of Egypt, the Eastern Marmarica, workshop
s, Abu Sukran, Amphora, Terra Sigillate, Ptolemaic period.
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! Rieger, A. K., &Moller, H., (2012), Northern Libyan Desert Ware: new thoughts on 'Shell-
tempered Ware' and other handmade pottery from the Eastern Marmarica (north-west Egypt),
Libyan studies43: 11-12. & Rieger, A. K., &Mdller, H., (2011),"Kilns, Commaodities and
Consumers: Greco-Roman pottery production in Eastern Marmarica (Northwestern Egypt),
Archéologiscber Anzeiger: 144.
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Archaeological Reports, Oxford: 113-114.
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Rieger, A. K., &Modller, H.,(2012): 12.

3 White, D., (1997), The Third Season at Marsa Matrouh, The Site of a Late Bronze Age Trading
Statio On the Northwest Coast of Egypt, AJA 94, University of Pennsylvania: 113& Kemp, B.,
& Merrillees, R, S., (1980) Minoam Pottery in Second Millennium Egypt Verlag Philipp Von
Zabern, Mainz: 269-271 &White, D., (1996), Marsa Matruh: the resurfacing of ancient
Paraetonium and its ongoing reburial, archaeological research in roman Egypt an international
journal, Supplementary series NO.19: 79.

*Vivian, C., (2000), the estern desert of Egypt an explorers hand book, maps and illustration, the
American university in Cairo press, Cairo: 294.

® Jones, R. E., (1984) Greek and Cypriot pottery Areview of scientific studies, fitch laboratory
occasional paper 1(Athens), 32.
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