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Abstract:
Quintilian's Classification of the Lyric Poets: Vision and Significance

For centuries, Quintilian (c. 35- 96 CE) has been considered a writer of high
standing in both oratory and literary criticism. He is well-known for his work Institutio
Oratoria, published c. 95 CE. In the tenth book of this work, Quintilian recorded a list
of Greek and Roman writers, who should be read by the would-be orator in order to be
qualified in the field of oratory. This list includes Quintilian's classification of the
Greek and Roman lyric poets.

The present paper intends to investigate Quintilian's aim in this classification,
and the connection of his classification with the list of the standard poets classified
according to the Alexandrian canon. The present paper also tackles whether Quintilian's
classification was arbitrary owing to his exclusion of some standard Greek Lyric poets
accredited by the Alexandrian scholars, and his exclusion of the Roman lyric poet
Catullus.

Accordingly, the paper concludes by evaluating Quintilian's treatment of the
lyric poets in an attempt to highlight the value of Quintilian's classification from the
viewpoint of both literary criticism and literary history.
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Novem vero Lyricorum longe Pindarus princeps spiritus magnificentia, sententiis,
figuris, beatissima rerum verborumque copia et velut quodam elequentiae flumine;
propter quae Horatius eum merito credidit nemini imitabilem."

(Quint. Inst. Orat. X.i.61)
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nititur oinnis vitreo daturus
nomina ponto. (Hor. Carm. IV. 2.1-4)
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quem super notas aluere ripas,
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laurea donandus Apollinari,  (Hor. Carm. 1V.2. 5-9)
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Noussia and Fantuzzi 2015, 430—449, esp.430-440.Cf. Campbell 1976, 255;
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"Alcaeus in parte operis aureo plectro merito donator, qua tyrannos insectatus multum
etiam moribus confert in eloquendo quoque brevis et magnificus et dicendi vi

plerumque oratori similis; sed et lusit et in amores descendit, maioribus tamen aptior.
(Quint. Inst. Orat. X.i.63)
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"Simonides, tenuis alioqui, sermone proprio et iucunditate quadam commendari potest;

praecipua tamen eius in commovenda miseratione virtus, ut quidam in hac eum parte

omnibus eius operis auctoribus praeferant.”
(Quint. Inst. Orat. X.i.64)
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Citroni 2006, 1-19, esp. 9.
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.Campbell 1976, IX kil cohlise QLS & c)dd
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Pl S e lal o Leh IS (o Ll ) Bl 1308 Bl ey ey gl ) dgasall cpailis
Citroni 2006, 1-19, esp. 9.
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G e o Sl Gusl S bl e il 586 ey VY e dlld b La il 5o Lal Glaga
Connely 1925, 408-413; Greene,E. 1999, 1-18; Thorsen 2019, 77-94.
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il e dabaad lag M ugnasts slu o Al sda daall cluball @
leusds Ol lgand) Belill JSH Loy gile gl o lgaimy Tl (e g sl
shadll e Gagpass Goin Lo i LAY cbeldl) o By gd (pagase:
W.d\;)l\
a5 - lagoll Bladl ol olly 4y agiinds A SURN el jial 3 Leg) b Ul
saiaill Lea pfinead b gilad deagill dudy Lo a2 (631 LaslgilS pelal) oy e 2
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Lo e sni e clagy ) AdsY)
oeslin Kl Gada il Lasgl clag )l cpiliall ehadll Canat ) Gylai Le 1)

tonsilliin s Jos TSk jaaal) diagll g8 uslyse
"At Lyricorum idem Horatius fere solus legi dignus. Nam et insurgit aliquando et plenus
est iucunditatis et gratiae et varius figuris et verbis felicissime audax."

Gosetti-Murrayjohn 2006, 21-45; Acosta—Hughes 2010, 16, 84-87; De Vos 2014,

410-434, esp. 410-417,428.
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Kelly 2021, 53-64, esp. 53.
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bl ¢ Gusl IS Bl 8 dan sl
Quinn 1982, 241-245.
(A s3a (8 aumgs of 1 Y slial) AN & Gasiher o G @Sb eds -
Barchiesi 2009, 319-335, esp. 319.
1B dale dba, "Llladll alat’ alee B (usdlyon (e asibliinggS Cdise Jilail
Calboli 1995, 79-100.
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**:Caesius Bassus
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Race 2010, 147-173, esp.147-148.
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"Si quem adiicere veils, is erit Caesius Bassus, quem nuper vidimus; sed eum longe
praecedunt ingenia viventium."
(Quint. Inst. Orat. X.i.96)
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Bellinger 1929, 276-284, esp. 278 and 283;Courtney 2003, 351; Rudd 2008, 378~

382, esp.378-379; Stover 2012, §; Zetzel 2018, 285-286.
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-Kennedy 1994, 183; Farrell 2010, 176-187, esp.180  :<lly 3
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Everett 1901, 7-17; Canter 1911, 196-208; Hack 1911, 324-329; McDermott 1982,
336-385; McKay and Shepherd 1982, passim; McNeill 2007, 357-376 esp.357-373.
Canter 1911, 196-208, esp. 203. :Jball Juw e lasl = "7
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Princeps Aeolium Carmen ad Italos
Deduxisse modos:... (Hor.Carm. 3. 30.13-14)
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Kovacs 2015, 682-688, esp. 682-686; Andrade 2021, 79-113, esp. 82-88.
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Paschalis 2002, 71-84, esp. 74-84.
Calags ol (Y deganall toficgana ] (sl JUaD el Gusihss led il ) SleY) el o
B ($AY) desenall W Sl Jad (prdll jadl 8 oyphe i clili Bginge L Gugihor L
Al s Ll L el Jadd (gedll adl axdiy o 41 Ul ol (e gouasall L et
.Frank 1927, 291-295 : 3
.Lyne 2005, 542-558 : kil " Jlag Ml Gusalll' dideas usiilyor e
oo Jadh juan " eyl GusalSl' aiian Gugthsa o luball s3a Jie of La JSAIL sl e @lld aag
Akl " Slag Nl CaglSI s o Gl) ol Gasithigs STy cuaadl puanll b slil) G lgilaal (g
'Sl GesalallS aus e (cp 3 VT s A0 8) Propertius Lusiing s L @l )
@il Sl 4 Al ¢ gl z¢ Sle pesha b Laily (Romani...Callimachi (E/eg.1V.1.64)
kil dale daas GaslglS o oulsl) ebadl) i Geg . GusnlSHY
Bowie 2019, 279-294, esp. 279-288.
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Hack 1911, 324-329, esp. 32.
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