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Abstract:

This paper documents and studies a terracotta lantern of unknown
provenance preserved in the Agricultural Museum in Cairo. Its
identification is: Number 546; Display 32; Hall 4.

Terracotta lanterns found in Egypt are rare, perhaps due to being crushed
into the layers of earth where they are found. Few are similar enough to
constitute a model with which to compare new findings or determine their
use or historical period, which makes finding any one an important
development.

The author of this paper presents a descriptive, analytical and comparative
study, in addition to some historical research into the impotance of the
lanterns used in Ptolemaic Egypt and the ways in which they were different
to what existed before them. The range of their use and the locations where
they were found, which can sometimes be surmised from the kind of clay
they are made of.

Following these steps, the author concludes that the likely historical period
of the piece under study is end of the second century and the beginning of
the first century BC, and that, being in the shape of a human head, it
probably depicts the god Dionysus or a king presenting himself as that god.
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