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Abstract

Significance of Constellations in Senecan Tragedy

Seneca gave a very important role to the Constellations in his
tragedies; He did not mention them to prove his knowledge of these signs
and their forms, but rather dealt with the matter with great professionalism,
as he put these signs in their place in his dramatic work for a goal he would
like to show, or to clarify a relationship in the play Between these signs and
his tragic hero, which makes a strong link between the presence of these
signs and the tragic hero. Seneca mentioned Cancer, Gemini or Leo, these
had a close relationship with Hercules and his works and his fear of
confronting it in the sky, as well as in Libra and Aries or Virgo has a
relationship with one of the play’ characters, while there are some other
zodiac that have nothing to do with the characters of the play, such as the
bull in Hercules furens, or Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius and
Pisces mentioned by Seneca in the scene of world’ end in Thyestes to
complete the fall of the entire zodiac circle, Seneca cleverly linked some
forms of animal signs with the heroes of his tragedies, as with Hercules.
Seneca did not refer to the influence of the constellations on human life, but
he did not separate between them and humans, while on the contrary, he
tried to link them with the characters of his plays with great professionalism
and clear intelligence.
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(M K. Miinscher (1922), Senecas Werke, Untersuchungen zur Abfassungszeit und
Echt-heit, in Philologus, Supplementband xvl, Heft I, p. 143; L. Herrmann (1924),
Le theatre de Seneque , Paris, p.99 &146 f. ; A. Morpurgo(1929), "Le Trachinie di
Sofocle e I'Ercole Eteodi Seneca," Atene e Roma 10, pp.87-115.

@ R. W. Tobin (1966), “Tragedy and Catastrophe in Seneca's Theater”, CJ 62, pp.
64-70.

® J. Kott, B. Taborski & E. J. Czerwinski (1973), The Eating of the Gods: An
Interpretation of Greek Tragedy New York, pp.109-85, esp.117.

@ C. M. King (1971), p.221.
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M E. Kerk (2013), Influence of the Zodiac Upon Human Life: With Character
Readings of Persons Born Under the Cusp, BiblioLife ; M.B. Hall (2005), The
Story of Astrology: The Belief in the Stars as a Factor in Human Progress, New
York.

@ https://www.britannica.com/topic/Dioscuri

®) G. White & S.Pubs (2008), Babylonian Star-lore: an Illustrated Guide to the
Star-Lore and Constellations of Ancient Babylonia, Solaria Pub., p.125.

@ |, Ridpath & W. Tirion (2001), Stars and Planets, Princeton University Press,
pp. 150-152.

®) Schol. ad Eur. Or.465. Horn. 3. 243; Pind. Nem. X. in fin.; Hyg. Fab. 251.
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() K.N. Daly (2009), Greek and Roman Mythology A to Z, Chelsea House, New
York, pp.47, 32.

@) Arist. Meteorologica. 1343 b 30.
) H. A. R.Dover (1963), Star Names: Their Lore and Meaning, USA, p. 229.

® S, M Cohen & P. Burke, (1990), "New Evidence for the Dating of
Avristotle Meteorologica 1-3", CPh 85, pp. 126-129.
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@ D. Henry & B. Walker (1965), “The Futility of Action: A Study of Seneca's
"Hercules Furens”, CPh 60, p.16.
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Furens," WS 79, pp.477-89.

Yoy




— i 7 o gﬁ A sl Z ol <Y —

Coslad alainly 485 aallaily A8l (o aadt Alladd Caasal Cua 280
Oalleel P oo oS8l ¢35 (& 4y (s sk
(Leo) o) 7z 1 GG

Ly Aiaie 43 i) g3 (Aeov Neperoc) bass aul ) o) 2y el
Gy (g ASualy 43S A ) GulsSom ealad Oe(ppoiic) oulsad B
Gy be Glepu O8I Belie 4ia piiay oals Flu 5B A cigall s 4c)liag
Lol 258 il G 2l 1y

a8zl e e sel Vgl i 38 (s Fam e ad
Ol ca Saiw S5 LaSd codny Gadl Sy duals zoll o0 S5 caals
1Y)z Sy Wl Ja i ol Gl Walinpd () Legi®al 5l
(VY19 sl (8 ands Gl Sy old e

annum fugacem tradit Astraeae leo,
at ille, iactans feruidam collo iubam,
austrum madentem siccat et nimbos rapit.

() E.C. Evans (1950), p.183.
b 8 (Evpuoteic) ousiins Al Sy cdalul) am aie sals a2l 58 Lag auf )

e AV aleel G dae J5lS gl Ji Gl s$o
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25. 132 ff; Pind. Isthmian Ode. 6. 46 ff; Bacchy. Fr. 9, 13; Apollod. Bibl. 2. 74 —
76; Callim. Aetia Fr. 55, 108; Diod. Sic. Library of History. 4. 11. 3; Paus.
Description of Greece. 5. 11. 5; & 5. 25. 7& 6.5. 6 & 5. 26. 7 & 2. 15. 2 ; Quintus
Smyr., Fall of Troy. 6. 208 ff; Hyg., Fab. 30 & Astron. 2. 24; Ov. Met. 9. 197 ff &
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J. M. Rist (1969), Stoic Philosophy, Cambridge, pp. 246-51.
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Melancholy: Patterns of Self- Aggression among Authors”, University of Hartford
Studies in Literature 10, pp. 14-30.
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@) C. J. Herington (1966), "Senecan Tragedy," Arion 5, pp.455-456.

®) W. C. Greene (1944), Moira: Fate, Good, and Evil in Greek Thought,
Cambridge, p.186.
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(D' R.J. Tarrant (1998), p.212.
@) Hor.C.3.29.19-20, Epist. 1.10.16.

®) D, Henry & B. Walker (1965), the Futility of Action: A Study of Seneca's
"Hercules Furens"”, CPh 60, p.21.

@ C. Zintzen(1972), "Alte virtus animosa cadit. Gedanken zur Darstellung des
Tragischen in Senecas 'Hercules Furens", Senecas Tragodien, ed. E. Lefevre
Darmstadt, p.154.

®) E. Auerbach(1965), Literary Language and Its Public in Late Latin Antiquity
and in the Middle Ages, trans. R. Manheim, New York, pp.37-38.
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M A. Motto & J. Clark (1981), “Maxima Virtus in Seneca's Hercules Furens”,
CPh 76, p.109.

@ p.D. Rankine (1998), Facing Powers Moral Agency in Seneca's Tragedies,
PH.D. Yale Univ, p.185.

®) Tzetz. ad Lycoph. 129.
“) Hes. Theog. 135, 901, & Apollod. 1. 3., 1.
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() B.M.Marti (1947) “The Prototypes of Seneca's Tragedies”, CPh 42, p.2.

@) Hyg., Fab. 3,188; Schol. ad Apollon. Rhod. 2. 635,1123, Hes. Aeg. Fr. 1 ; Pind.
Pythian Ode 4. 156 ff; Apollod. Bib. 1. 80; Apollon. Rhod. Argon. 1. 255 ff & 2.
1141 ff & 1. 763 ff & 2. 650 ff & 4. 113 ff ; Paus. Description of Greece 1. 24. 2 &
9. 34. 5; Diod. Sic. Library of History 4. 47. 1 — 6; Philos. the Elder, Imag. 2. 15;
Hyg. Astron. 2. 20; Ov. Fas. 3.852-76. & 3. 853 ff ; Ov. Hero. 18. 143 ff &19. 163
ff; Proper. Eleg. 2. 26a; Sen. Tr. 1034 ff; Val. Flac. Argon. 1. 280 ff & 5. 228 ff;
Non., Dionys. 10. 67 ff; Paus. I. 24& 2.
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