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Abstract:
Abortion as perceived by Greek philosophers versus physicians
in the fifth and fourth centuries B.C.

What was entailed beyond abortion for Greek philosophers during the fifth
and fourth centuries BC? Which incentives laid behind, and the social and
political disciplines in their perspectives? How did Greek physicians in such
time act before the issue; Did they ultimately permit abortion unfettered, or
recommended putting it into action under certain circumstances? What kind
of cases where abortion recommended by them though?

A diversity of questions is sought to be answered by this thesis -
predominantly- based on extracts of philosophical and medical Greek
thought of antiquity, communicating their viewpoints and attitudes regarding
abortion.

The study adopted the analytical approach as it is apt for its subject and
matter, it is divided into three themes:
Theme One: Abortion in philosophers' writings during the fourth and fifth
centuries, BC.
Theme Two: Abortion in the medical writing in the fourth and fifth
centuries, BC.
Theme Three: Significant conclusions of the study.
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' Dillon, M. Girls and women in classical Greek religion (1% ed.), London:
Routledge. (2002) p. 14 — 28; Golden, Mark. “children and childhood in classical
Athens.” John Hopkins press. (1990) p. 39 — 52; Demand, N. H. Birth, death and
motherhood in classical Greece. Baltimore: John Hopkins university press. (1994) p.
74 — 81; Cameron, A., the Exposure of children and Greek Ethics, in CR, 46, 105 —
114.
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"' Murray, J. S. The Alleged prohibition of Abortion in the Hippocratic Oath, in
EMC, 10, 293 — 311, (1991). p. 118 — 129.

cf: Jones, W. H. S. The Doctor’s Oath: An Essay in the History of Medicine,
Cambridge, 1996.

2 Hippocrates, Nature of the child, 2.(13L), 490.
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' Hippocrates, Aphorisms, V, XXXI.
% ldem., Epidemics, 11, 3.1d.
3 1bid., IV, 6.
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