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Abstract
The Duality of Herakles’ Character

Herakles occupies a special place among the Greeks, and he is
considered the most important hero of Greek mythology at all. While his
origin was obscure, he was very popular, and many rich mythical narratives
have been told about him. The mythical character of Herakles was
distinguished by its inconsistency and complexity, and the researcher
noticed several contradictions in the character of Herakles. On the one hand,
we find him as a human, and on the other hand, he is one of the Greek gods.
And he is a mortal and an immortal, a primitive and a civilized, and he lived
in different and very long times, he lived through the gods and their battles,
as well as heroes and their famous battles. In addition to the origin of his
name, his father’s identity, his multiple marriages, even his depiction in art.
The most important question here is whether Herakles was one character,
two characters, or many different characters? This study will deal with the
duality of Herakles’ character through the literary and artistic Greek
sources, and how the complexity of the mythical character of Herakles led
to the duality and contradiction in the mythical narratives, as well as in his
depiction in art. The researcher will seek to explain this and its implications,
depending on the analytical, comparative, descriptive method.
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3% _ Burton, Diodorus Siculus, 104.

3% - Burr C. Burndage, “Herakles The Levantine: A Comprehensive View,” Journal
of Near Eastern Studies 17 (4), 1958: 226.
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2 _Sud., s.v. "AAhog Obtog ‘Hparhi.
- Diod., Sic., 5.64.3.

¢ay




Al e 2

Fasad V1 Gl o ) (cp VA=Y ) Mavsaviag oelibash
(s onsis S bl lafl oda s gyl Guind) s J8 Lo Y o
O ol L8} e aedis TUOMORIL Laaddslh (B Bladls (gslaSial Sl
1)l bl Guind) ad GIA M el e a8l ) L dsdle gslaglal
Sl e S ol adld e gliSIall e taaly Gl (IS

GBI b RSy Baads GulShue of il Ggiald) oy o

ee Laws cpulhn ex gAl cliads cul al Lad ey o leil)
O Aall ugysagn aay Al GadSha g Jhaall GalShis o agigng e
Olaadld G G (?d £Y—) ~“1) Cicero (g yiud (b ¢ pulShed cluadd
Oy ol sp (gpaddl IS5 — 4aiUL Hercules ualsSymw — (Sl

togdles 58 BeWs ¢ yea’ (g (e agl)
“ Quamquam quem potissimum Herculem colamus scire sane velim; pluris
enim tradunt nobis i qui interiores scrutantur et reconditas litteras,
antiquissimum love natum — sed item love antiquissimo, nam loves quoque
pluris in priscis Graecorum litteris invenimus. ex eo igitur et Lysithoe est is
Hercules quem concertavisse cum Apolline de tripode accepimus. alter
traditur Nilo natus Aegyptius, quem aiunt Phrygias litteras conscripsisse.
tertius est ex Idaeis Digitis, cui inferias adferunt fcui. quartus lovis est
<et> Asteriae Latonae sororis, qui Tyri maxime colitur, cuius Carthaginem
filiam ferunt, quintus in India qui Belus dicitur, sextus hic ex Alcmena quem
luppiter genuit, sed tertius luppiter, quoniam ut iam docebo pluris loves
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Studies 54 (1), 1934: 48.
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