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Abstract
The Psychological and Sociological Dimensions of the Character of the
Miser. A Study in Plautus’ Aulularia

The miser character has appeared in many dramas throughout the ages in

different cultures, and its miser character has often been associated in its

appearance with comic features. Perhaps those features were what made it

more popular for audience, who was, and still sees in the miser’s behavior a

funny and ridiculous subject. In addition, the audience might not feel

towards the miser any kind of compassion for the suffering he brings to

himself because of his miserliness. However, the audience might feel some

kind of compassion towards those who are close to him, such as his wife or

children, who are suffering most from the miser’s behavior, and his

permanent followers of the policy of deceiving those around him and their

illusions that he is the neediest person at all.

We have seen in the miser’s character in the Aulularia of Plautus that

everyone around him suffered from his miserliness, even his servant herself.

In spite of possessing a jar of gold, perhaps if, he exploited it for the

livelihood of the kings. However, the stinginess stands between a person

and his dignity, humanity, and his sense of those who live with him. His

life, then, turns into daily situations that raise laughter and ridicule in the

heart and mind of everyone who knows his truth, and turns into suffering for

everyone who lives with him and does not realize his ugly truth.

From here, we shall discuss in this research the following points:

- First: Defining miserliness and providing a psychological analysis of
the personality of the miser.

- Second: Drawing dramatic analysis of comic paradox in the play.

- Third: Drawing analysis of the relationship between the rich and the
poor, as presented in the Aulularia.

- Fourth: Analysis of the suggested end of the play, which was written by
Antonius Cordus.
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